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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of September 19, 2022 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Julie Arrington 
Michael Erquiaga, Vice-Chair 
Shanda Horner, Chair  
Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Anna Davidson, Planning 
Technician; and the public.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
After a quorum was established, Chair Horner called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.   
 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Lifsey, and passed by a unanimous vote.  

 
2.   OLD BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Melissa and Clark Hiatt to 

install slate tile at 808 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2207-0017) 
 

Mr. Clark Hiatt and Mrs. Melissa Hiatt were present to represent the application. Mr. Hiatt provided 
examples of the natural slate tile that he will be using.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked what the size of the tiles are.  
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that they are 12”x12”.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 
3. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) (No Advocate): Request of Virginia University of Lynchburg to pave a parking lot, 
install a guardrail, and install lighting at 2057 Garfield Avenue. (HPC2209-002) 

 
Commissioner Lifsey recused himself. 
 
Mr. Tom Martin was present to represent the application. He noted that Dr. Pat Price of Virginia 
University of Lynchburg (VUL) was listening in via phone call. He stated that the university would like to 
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install new lighting that will match the existing lights on campus. They would also like to install a wooden 
guardrail and surface the parking area with porous concrete.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification on what porous concrete is. 
 
Mr. Martin replied that porous concrete allows water to infiltrate through and gather at an underdrain. He 
stated it is beneficial for stormwater management purposes. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that porous concrete was used on the loading dock of the Academy Center of 
the Arts.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if there will be any landscaping done around the parking lot.  
 
Mr. Martin replied that landscaping is required per the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the application as submitted with matching 
lighting, a wooden guardrail, and porous concrete. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Erquiaga and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS: Lifsey                  1 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Patrick and Kerry Frankfort to 
install a fence at 307 C Street. (HPC2208-0003) 

  
Mr. Patrick Frankfort and Mrs. Kerry Frankfort were not present to represent the application.  
 
Commissioner Horner noted that a similar application had previously been approved for a different owner. 
She then asked if the previously approved fence was four (4) feet.  
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated that the previous COA approval was for a fence that was four (4) feet tall 
and stipulated that it was to be painted or stained. She stated that the applicants would like to put the 
fence in same area as the previous application but there will be two styles of fencing. A portion will be 
dog-eared and a portion will be picket. Gates will also be installed.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS: Langseth                 1 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Barry and Cherise Agnew to 
widen a driveway and install a fence at 1003 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2208-0010) 

 
Mr. Barry Agnew was present to represent the application. He would like to install fencing and widen the 
driveway from nine (9) feet to twenty-three (23) feet. Widening the driveway will require the removal of 
a portion of a retaining wall. The same materials will be used for the expansion of the driveway as 
previously approved.  
 



3 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if he will be installing a six (6) foot fence. 
 
Mr. Agnew replied that per zoning requirements, only a portion of the fence will be six (6) feet tall. He 
showed the Commission the height specifications of the fence location per the diagram.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the Zoning Ordinance specifies any height restrictions on the fence in the 
backyard.  
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that the fence cannot exceed four (4) feet in that area because it runs 
along Hemlock Street. 
 
Mr. Agnew asked if he could increase the height of the fence to six (6) feet by obtaining a variance from 
the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA). 
 
Ms. Mergenthaler recommended that he reach out to the Zoning Division for variance process and 
requirements. She noted that the Commission could conditionally approve the application to stipulate an 
increase in height if a variance is obtained.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that he prefers that the applicant get approval from the BZA before the 
Commission approves the six (6) foot height.  
 
Commissioner Horner shared agreement.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked where the gate will be located.  
 
Mr. Agnew referenced the diagram to show the Commission where the gate will be located.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked how the fence will be finished. 
 
Mr. Agnew replied that it will be stained.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Samantha Baker for after-
the-fact construction of a rear deck and to paint 860 Victoria Avenue. (HPC2208-
0009) 
 

Ms. Samantha Baker was present to represent the application. She stated that she was unaware that the 
rear deck was not approved at the time of purchasing the home and it had been installed by the previous 
owner. The original structure was removed and rebuilt as a deck due to safety concerns.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the house is bordered by a side street.  
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that the side street is Wall Street. 
 
Commissioner Arrington noted Wall Street is a small side street that does not get much traffic.  
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Commissioner Lifsey asked if the deck is visible from Rivermont Avenue.  
 
Ms. Baker replied that it is not.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the deck will be painted. 
 
Ms. Baker replied that the deck will be painted along with the entirety of the house.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if there is a possibility to replace the awning that was removed.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that it is not an absolute requirement.  
 
Commissioner Arrington made a motion to approve the after-the-fact construction of the deck. 
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 
Ms. Baker stated that she would like to paint the body of the house pale pink with the trim being white 
and navy blue. The deck and porch will also be painted navy blue.  
 
Commissioner Arrington stated that it looks like a great combination. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification on the deck colors. 
 
Ms. Baker replied that the deck will be painted navy blue.  
 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the paint colors. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Jason Hinds of Strategic 
Funding LP to demolish a garage at 923 Harrison Street. (HPC2208-0008) 
 

Mr. Jason Hinds was not present to represent the application.  
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated that this application is partially after-the-fact. A stop work order was issued 
but the front of the garage had already been removed.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that the garage does not appear to be original.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the applicant plans to build another structure in its place.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler replied that he would like to use the space as a driveway. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote:  
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AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

f) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Erquiaga): After-the-fact request of Kathryn Lewis 
of Paces Enterprises, LLC to install a HVAC unit and a front porch metal roof at 321 
Harrison Street. (HPC2208-0005) 
 

Ms. Kathryn Lewis was present to represent the application. She stated that the HVAC in the home was 
redone in its entirety and the new HVAC unit is located on the side of the home. She noted that the City 
has inspected it and the corrections that were deemed necessary will be completed this week.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the unit hangs off the side of the home. 
 
Ms. Lewis replied that is correct.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that the guidelines note that there should be screening by landscaping or a 
fence to reduce visibility from the street.  
 
Commissioner Langseth noted that a large fence may be a bit obtrusive.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that an evergreen shrub would be preferable.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga clarified that the shrub must be tall enough to screen the HVAC unit.  
 
Commissioner Arrington made a motion to approve the location of the HVAC unit with the 
stipulation that a large, evergreen shrub will be planted to screen it. The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 
Ms. Lewis stated that the front porch roof has been redone and matches the back of the house. The 
material is metal per her previously approved COA but the color does not match what was approved. She 
stated she would like to keep the replaced roof in its current color, design, and material.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that the material used is appropriate.  
 
Ms. Lewis added that the roof is not visible from the street.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that because the new roof is silver, which is an appropriate color per the 
guidelines, and it matches the color of the rear roof he is not concerned that it does not match the 
burgundy color of the main roof.   
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the new portions of the porch will be painted.   
 
Ms. Lewis replied that they will be painted white but would prefer not to paint the stairs. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey recommended painting the stair risers white and staining the treads.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the silver metal roof with the stipulation that 
the porch elements and stair risers be painted white and the stair treads be stained. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
 

g) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Jeremiah Guelzo for after-
the-fact installation of a wooden fence, painting, and to install a picket fence and 
shutters at 1358 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2209-0001) 

 
Mr. Jeremiah Guelzo and Mr. Jonah Guelzo were present to represent the application. This property is a 
rental property. The after-the-fact fence is currently six (6) feet tall. They would like to keep the fence at 
this height due to some security concerns at the neighboring properties but are required to cut it down to 
four (4) feet per Zoning. They would also like to install a white picket fence around the front of the 
property. The property has a gravel driveway that has been neglected and they would like to pave it for a 
two-car driveway.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the location of the privacy fence is appropriate but the 
height is not.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler replied that the Zoning Administrator has seen the site and determined that the 
location is appropriate but the height is not, per the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Mr. Lifsey noted that the driveway should not be paved with asphalt.  
 
Mr. Guelzo replied that the driveway will be concrete.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey added that exposed aggregate or pea gravel would also be acceptable.  
 
Mr. Guelzo replied that he is hoping to bring an Art Deco style to the home.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if they will be widening the driveway to allow for two cars.  
 
Mr. Guelzo replied that it is wide enough for two cars and they will not need a curb cut. He also stated 
that the house is covered in vinyl siding. He noted that the original shutters were wood but have since 
been removed and they would like to install vinyl shutters.   
 
Commissioner Arrington noted that vinyl shutters are typically installed differently than wooden shutters.  
 
Mr. Guelzo stated he is familiar with both installations. 
 
Commissioner Arrington stated that from a historic perspective vinyl is not appropriate.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked where they plan to install the shutters.  
 
Mr. Guelzo replied they are installing shutters on the front and side facades.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that he will not approve vinyl shutters. He suggested the applicant review 
the guidelines in regards to mounting shutters. Vinyl will not age the same or look the same as wood.  
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Mr. Guelzo asked for clarification that a wood shutter would be appropriate but would not have to be a 
functional shutter.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey replied that non-moveable wooden shutters would be appropriate.  
 
Mr. Guelzo stated that the shutters will be painted black to match the house.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that he is concerned about the black color stone columns on the porch of 
the home. 
  
Mr. Guelzo stated that the stone columns were not constructed well. He stated they attempted to clean 
up the look of the columns by painting them black.  
 
Mr. Guelzo reiterated that they would like to install a white picket fence in the front of the house. He 
clarified that he submitted a vinyl fence example to show the style but plans to install a wood fence. He 
asked how tall the picket fence can be. 
 
Commissioner Langseth replied it can be four (4) feet tall.   
 
Commissioner Horner stated that the black paint used for the stone columns does not appear historical.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey encouraged the applicant to change the color of the stone columns to a grey color. 
The black window trim is okay.  
 
Commissioner Horner stated that the white columns look great but the black stone does not.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that the guidelines suggest a white, off white, or cream color. He reiterated 
that a shade of grey is also appropriate.  
 
Mr. Guelzo stated that the area below the deck was all vinyl and was in disrepair when the house was 
bought. He stated they painted this area black so that the dirt would not show.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey replied that light grey would be more appropriate.   
 
Mr. Guelzo asked if it will be appropriate if they paint the lower stone column pieces grey but leave the 
remainder as black.  
 
Commissioner Horner stated she has no concerns with this.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to conditionally approve the application with the 
stipulations that the black shutters are wood, the stone column bases must be painted light 
gray, the driveway will be concrete or pea-gravel, the picket fence must be wood, painted 
and no larger than four (4) feet tall, and the four (4) foot wooden privacy fence must be 
stained and in the dog-ear style. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth. The motion 
passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey            5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
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h) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Julie Arrington to replace a 
fence and install a parking area and walkways at 838 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2209-
0005) 

 
Ms. Julie Arrington was present to represent the application. She stated there is a dog-eared privacy 
fence around the back yard that she would like to reconstruct and stain with a natural finish. There will 
be a parking area installed at the back of the property. They will grade the area and install pea gravel or 
concrete for that parking area. The privacy fence in the back will have a gate to enclose the parking area. 
They would also like to create a pea-gravel walkway to the house and continue it along the sides of the 
house to the front. They are also requesting an after-the-fact picket fence that will be painted white with 
French gothic style pickets.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification that there will be two (2) fences.  
 
Ms. Arrington stated that their fence will be constructed so that it will not disrupt the neighbors’ 
properties. She noted that the current fence is right on the property line on one side and slightly on the 
neighbor’s property along the opposite side.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked how much room will be in between the two fences.  
 
Commissioner Arrington replied that it will be approximately one (1) foot.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey encouraged her to be aware of any overgrowth happening in between the two (2) 
fences.  
 
Ms. Arrington stated that the existing footprint will be adjusted slightly to allow the gate to be moved 
forward approximately ten (10) feet.   
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that they would like the option to use concrete for the parking 
area.  
 
Ms. Arrington replied this is correct. They will use concrete if it is necessary due to the slope of the area. 
There may be issues with pea gravel falling into the street. She added that there is enough space for the 
gates to open fully without obstructing the street.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS: Arrington                 1 
ABSENT:                      0 
 
4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for October 17, 2022. 
 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:31 p.m. 
 
               
                 
ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                                      Chair 


	MEMBERS PRESENT:
	OTHERS PRESENT:

