
 
 

 

 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Eve Mergenthaler  
 Planner I 

 
Date: October 10, 2022 

 
Subject:     123 Harrison Street Staff Finding 

 
New Construction, Secondary Buildings: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that 
new secondary buildings should be located on rear or side facades; smaller in scale than the 
primary building; simple in design but reflecting the general character of the primary building; 
located as traditional for the street, near an alley, or at the side of the dwelling; compatible in 
design, shape, materials, and roof shape to the main building; and preferably of wood siding but 
may have synthetic exterior siding such as hardiplank if located along rear alleys or rear lot lines.  
 
Fencing: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences of wood pickets are 
appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained light, pale white, or beige tones. 
Fences of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no taller than 
six feet. Fences with flat tops, “dog ear”, or Gothic designs are acceptable. Fences should be 
finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or painted to blend with the 
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 

 



Julie and David Preston are petitioning to do the following at 123 Harrison Street: 

1. Construct a two-car garage at the rear of the property. The garage will have hardiplank 

siding painted to match the house, a composition shingle roof, gable ends wrapped with 

fish scale cedar shingles, and double hung wood windows. 

2. Install fencing along the side and rear property lines. Part of the fence is to be a 3’ tall cedar 

picket fence painted white. The other part of the fence, parallel to the length of the garage, 

is to be an 8’ tall cedar plank fence with the upper 2’ being cedar lattice. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garage Front Elevation 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hip Roof Detail 
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Secondary Buildings 

Secondary Buildings such as garages, carports, garden sheds and other outbuildings should be: 

L. located on rear or side facades, not on primary facades.  Free-standing carports shall 
be located at the rear of buildings and shall not be readily visible from the street.  Most 
readily available carport designs have flat roofs and metal support columns and are not 
compatible with older building designs  

M. smaller in scale than the primary building; 

N. simple in design but reflecting the general character of the primary building. For 
example, use gable roof forms if the main dwelling has a gable roof, hipped roof forms if 
the main dwelling has a hipped roof etc.; 

O. located as traditional for the street, near an alley or at the side of the dwelling, not 
close to or attached to the primary building; and 

P. compatible in design, shape, materials, and roof shape to the main building. 

Q. preferably of wood siding. However, if located along rear alleys or towards the rear of 
the lot, secondary buildings may have approved synthetic exterior siding materials such 
as hardiplank. Along rear alleys or rear lot lines, standard pre-fabricated buildings may 
be considered. Typically, the orientation of the siding (i.e. horizontal or vertical) should 
be consistent with the orientation of siding on the primary structure. 

R. historic in design and detailing. For garages, wood paneled doors are more appropriate 
than paneled doors of vinyl, aluminum, or steel. Wood paneled overhead roll-up doors 
are widely available and are appropriate for new garages. 
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lynchburg Historic Districts Residential Design Review Guidelines – Lynchburg, Virginia  

98 

 

 

Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 

 

 



Submitted	On:
Oct	2,	2022,	03:48PM	EDT

Certificate	of
Appropriateness	(COA)
Community	Development	Historic
Preservation

Email julielynnpreston@gmail.com

Property	Address	(only
street	address	required)

Street	Address:	123	HARRISON	ST
City:	LYNCHBURG
State:	VA
Zip:	24504

Parcel	ID	Number	(found	at	this	link:
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx)

Choose	a	District Garland	Hill

Property	Owner	Name David	R.	and	Julie	L.	Preston

Property	Owner	Address Street	Address:	123	HARRISON	ST
City:	LYNCHBURG
State:	VA
Zip:	24504

Property	Owner	Phone 4344268305

Property	Owner	Email vintagewoodwork@gmail.com

I	understand	that
submission	of	this
application	authorizes	the
entry	onto	the	property	by
the	Historic	Preservation
Commission,	City	Staff	and
City	Council	during	the
normal	discharge	of	their
duties	in	regard	to	this
application.

Yes

The	applicant	is	the: Owner

Petitioner	Name David	Preston

Petitioner	Address Street	Address:	123	HARRISON	ST
City:	LYNCHBURG
State:	VA
Zip:	24504

Petitioner	Phone 4344268305



Petitioner	Email vintagewoodwork@gmail.com

Signature	Data First	Name:	David
Last	Name:	Preston
Email	Address:	vintagewoodwork@gmail.com

Signed	at:	October	2,	2022	2:16pm	America/New_York

Representative	Name

Firm	Name

Address State:	VA

Phone

Email

Who	should	we	email	the
COA	to? Property	Owner

Please	give	a	detailed
description	and	justification
for	the	alteration,
demolition	or	new
construction:	(this	form	must
be	accompanied	by	the
necessary	drawings,
material	samples,
photographs,	plans	and
other	materials	appropriate
to	the	request.	Failure	to
provide	supporting
documentation	will	result	in
the	request	not	being
scheduled	for	review	by	the
HPC)

This	application	is	for	new	construction	of	a	two	car	garage
which	I	have	previously	built	for	Chal	&	Katy	Nunn	at	3826
Royal	Blvd,	Lynchburg,	VA	24503,	and	perimeter	picket	fence.
For	the	garage,	the	floor	plan	will	be	reversed	(see	drawings
and	photos).	The	front	projection	will	be	at	the	back	left
corner	of	the	property.	The	entry	(man)	door	will	be	on	the
side	closest	to	our	home.	We	are	proposing	using	Hardiplank
siding	painted	to	match	the	house,	painting	it	with	Sherwin
Williams	colors,	which	were	approved	for	use	on	our	home,
and	composition	shingles	on	the	roof.	The	gable	ends	will	be
wrapped	with	fish	scale	cedar	shingles.	We	also	have	access
to	historic	100	year	old	double	hung	windows	that	we	would
like	to	repurpose	on	this	project	.	Our	goal	is	to	minimize	the
use	of	vinyl	windows.	For	the	perimeter	fence	on	our	property
line	between	our	property	and	that	of	Melvin	Pinn	to	our
North,	and	along	the	alley	at	the	back	of	our	property,	we
are	proposing	white	painted	cedar	pickets	with	4X4	posts	in
treated	lumber	at	no	higher	than	3''	tall,	except	parallel	to
the	length	of	the	garage,	which	we	propose	to	be	taller	in



height	to	8''.	The	lower	6''	will	be	solid	cedar	planks	with	the
upper	2''	being	cedar	wooden	lattice,	to	create	hidden
storage	for	ladders,	scaffolding,	etc.	on	the	back	corner	of
the	property.	The	City	of	Lynchburg	requires	a	5''	set	back
from	the	side	and	back	lot	lines,	which	will	create	this	5''
storage	area	in	the	set	back.

Nature	of	Request	(check	all
that	apply)

New	Construction/Addition
Object	(signs,	fences,	walls)

Indicate	what	supporting
documentation	is	being
provided:

Building	Plans
Site	Plans
Photographs

Upload	File(s)	-	250MB	Limit	-
Select	File(s)	&	Click	the	Blue
Upload	Button

1	Front	Elevation.jpg
2	Front	&amp;	Right	Elevation.jpg
3	Perspective.jpg
4	Back.jpg
5	Left	&amp;	Rear	Elevation.jpg
6	Hand	Drawing	Hip	Roof	Detail.jpg
7	Hand	Drawn	Floor	Plan.jpg
8	Lot	Survey.jpg
9	Solid	with	Lattice.jpg
10	White	Picket	Fence.jpg

Is	there	any	application
relevant	to	this	property
before	the:

NO

Will	there	be	a	problem
completing	the	work	within
twenty-four	(24)	months?

No

If	yes,	please	explain	why
work	cannot	be	completed	in
twenty-four	(24)	months.




