
 
 

 

 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Eve Mergenthaler  
 Planner I 

 
Date: September 14, 2022 

 
Subject:     838 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

 
Fences: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences were typically constructed of 
wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Fences of wood boards for privacy should be 
located in rear yards and generally be no taller than six feet. Fences of this height should be at 
least half-way back from the front to the back walls on the side of the house. Fences with flat 
tops, “dog ear”, or Gothic designs are all acceptable. Fences should be finished side visible to the 
outside of the perimeter, and stained or painted to blend with the building.  
 
Driveways: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that driveways that are original 
should be preserved and maintained. Driveways that are new, should be located at the side or 
rear of the building. They should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed 
aggregate, or concrete tracks. Blacktop or asphalt is discouraged. Driveways that are noticeable 
from the street should be screened with hedges, shrubs, or fences.  
 
Landscape Elements: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that the installation of 
hardscapes should be limited to rear or side yards. They should be constructed of materials to 
include but not be limited to brick, brick pavers, colored concrete pavers, slate, flagstone, 
exposed aggregate concrete. The guidelines are not specific in relation to gravel walkways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 

 



Julie Arrington is petitioning to do the following at 838 Rivermont Ave: 

1. Replace an existing fence with a 6-foot-tall fence and gates on the side and rear. Fence and 
gates will be made of pressure treated pine. 

2. After-the-fact 4-foot-tall picket fence in the rear, to be painted white.
3. Install a pea gravel parking area at the rear and concrete ramp from street to the parking pad.

4. Connect parking area and house with several pea gravel walkways and a seating area.
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 
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Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 
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6.  DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING LOTS 

POLICY: 

Historic driveway materials of brick, concrete and gravel should be preserved and 
maintained. New driveway or parking lot surfaces should be of concrete and brick rather 

than asphalt. Parking areas should not be sited in front yards but at side or rear locations.   

 

Driveways and Parking Lots:  

A. that are original such as brick or concrete, should be preserved and maintained. 

B. that are new, should be located at the side or rear of the building.  

C. should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or 
concrete tracks (narrow strips). Blacktop or asphalt driveways are not traditional to 
Lynchburg’s overlay districts and are discouraged.  

D. should have their parking areas located in rear yards and be screened with hedges, 
shrubs, or fences where noticeable from the street.  

E. should not be sited in front yards unless original to the property. 

F. requiring new curb cuts to access driveways and parking lots should be kept to a 
minimum. The addition of curb cuts usually results in the removal of historic sidewalk 
materials, curbs, and retaining walls.  

G. for commercially-used houses, churches, apartment buildings, or schools should be 
located in rear yards if possible, but when necessary in a side yard, should be located 
no closer than the front wall of the structure. 

H. on vacant lots between buildings should align edge screening with front facades of 
adjacent buildings and on corner lots should have edge screening on both the primary 
and secondary street. 

No 

Yes 
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3. LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS – POOLS, FOUNTAINS, GAZEBOS, PERGOLAS,
PATIOS & HARDSCAPES

POLICY:

The installation of swimming pools, fountains, gazebos, pergolas, patios, etc. should be
limited to rear yards. Swimming pools should be screened from view by fencing or
landscaping.

A. Installation of landscape elements including but not limited the examples above is
subject to review by the HPC. Other landscape work (i.e. planting of natural vegetation,
trees, gardens, etc.) that does not substantially alter the contour of a site or its historical
character does not require a COA.

B. Swimming pools should be sited at rear yards and screened from street visibility by
fencing or landscaping.

C. Patios & Hardscapes

1. should generally be located in rear or side yards.

2. should be constructed of materials to include but not be limited to brick, brick
pavers, colored concrete pavers, slate, flagstone, exposed aggregate
concrete.

3. that require retaining walls should have the walls constructed of comparable
materials. Wood landscape or railroad ties are discouraged.
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5. SIDEWALKS AND WALKWAYS

Policy

Lynchburg’s Hill districts have a remarkable collection of brick, block and stone sidewalks
and walkways while those in the Rivermont district are of concrete. These sidewalks and
walkways are of particular significance in defining the character of these districts and
should be preserved and maintained. Brick streets should also be preserved, restored and
maintained. Use of stamped asphalt is encouraged when streets have already been paved
with asphalt and is considered an acceptable, economic alternative when resources are
not available for removal of asphalt and restoration to original street materials.

Restored brick surface on Cabell Street. This section of Madison Street retains its
original brick surface in the Garland Hill
Historic District.

Brick sidewalk pattern in the 900 block Concrete sidewalk on the 2200 block of
of Federal Street. Rivermont Avenue.
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Stone sidewalk in the 500 block of Washington Stamped asphalt – 13th Street on Diamond Hill
Street.

Brick texture and pattern in the 900 block of Federal Street.



Email japlanchard@gmail.com

Property Address (only street address 
required) 

Street Address: 838 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Parcel ID Number (found at this link: 
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx) 

02311004

Choose a District Rivermont Avenue

Property Owner Name Julie Arrington

Property Owner Address Street Address: 838 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Property Owner Phone 856-381-9061

Property Owner Email japlanchard@gmail.com

I understand that submission of this 
application authorizes the entry onto the 
property by the Historic Preservation 
Commission, City Staff and City Council 
during the normal discharge of their duties in 
regard to this application. 

Yes 

The applicant is the: Owner 

Petitioner Name Julie Arrington

Petitioner Address Street Address: 838 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Petitioner Phone 856-381-9061

Petitioner Email 

Signature Data First Name: Julie 
Last Name: Arrington 
Email Address: japlanchard@gmail.com 

 
Signed at: September 4, 2022 6:22pm America/New_York 

Representative Name 

Firm Name 

Address 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)

Community Development Historic Preservation
Submitted On: Sep 4, 2022, 06:40PM EDT



Phone 

Email 

Who should we email the COA to? Property Owner

Please give a detailed description and 
justification for the alteration, demolition or 
new construction: (this form must be 
accompanied by the necessary drawings, 
material samples, photographs, plans and 
other materials appropriate to the request. 
Failure to provide supporting documentation 
will result in the request not being scheduled 
for review by the HPC) 

We are looking to do three things to our property. 1. We are looking to replace and modify the 
privacy fence that currently exists on the rear of our property. We are looking to replace the 
existing fence within the approximate similar foot print. The fence will be 6 foot high made of 
pressure treated pine with gates on the side yard, and gates for a new parking pad on the rear. 
2. In addition to replacing the fence we are looking to put a 1 car parking pad on the rear of our 
property. This parking pad would include a concrete ramp from the street to the grade of our 
back yard where the parking pad will be pea gravel that is historically appropriate. 3. Lastly 
we''re looking to connect the parking area and the rest of the house with several pea gravel 
walkways that will include a large round seating area in the center of our yard also made of 
pea gravel.

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Exterior Alteration 
Object (signs, fences, walls) 

Indicate what supporting documentation is 
being provided: 

Photographs 
Maps, drawings, dimensions, or other documentation 

Upload File(s) - 250MB Limit - Select File(s) & 
Click the Blue Upload Button 

IMG_2114.jpg 
IMG_2412.jpg 
IMG_2413.jpg 
IMG_2414.jpg 

Will there be a problem completing the work 
within twenty-four (24) months? 

No

If yes, please explain why work cannot be 
completed in twenty-four (24) months. 


