
To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

From: Eve Mergenthaler 
Planner I 

Date: September 14, 2022 

Subject:  1358 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

Shutters: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that new shutters should be of wood 
and with dimensions that match the window opening. They should not be added unless the 
building originally had them and should be attached to the window frame rather than directly to 
the façade wall. Shutters of vinyl or fiberglass construction are not allowed. 

Paint: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that paint should highlight architectural 
details based on historic tradition for the building’s type and style. This structure is classified as a 
transition Queen Anne/Colonial Revival. Trim and accent colors for Queen Anne typically consist 
of darker colors such as dark olive, salmon red, or dark brown. Trim and accent colors for 
Colonial Revival typically consist of white, off-white, or cream.  

Fences: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences were typically constructed of 
wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Fences of wood pickets are appropriate for front 
yards and should be painted or stained light, pale white, or beige tones. Wood fences in front 
yards should be no taller than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no 
father apart than three inches.  

Fences of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no taller than 
six feet. Fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front to the back walls on 
the side of the house. Fences with flat tops, “dog ear”, or Gothic designs are all acceptable. 
Fences should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or painted to 
blend with the building.  

Driveways: The residential Design Review Guidelines state that driveways should be located at 
the side or rear of the building. They should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete 
exposed aggregate, or concrete tracks. Blacktop or asphalt is discouraged. 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



 

Jeremiah Guelzo is petitioning, partially after-the-fact, to do the following at 1358 Rivermont Ave: 

1. Install black, vinyl shutters. 

2. Paint the window trim and porch foundation/columns black. 

3. Pave the gravel driveway as a two-car lot. 

4. Repair current cement pad under shed. 

5. Install a 3.5-foot-tall vinyl picket fence. 

6. Install a 4-foot-tall wooden fence. (Was installed as a 6-foot fence but will be cut down to 4-

foot per zoning.)  



COA	Application	
	
	
Work	Competed	Already:	
	
1:	Exterior	Of	Home	has	been	Updated	with	new	Black	/	White	Paint	
	
2.	Rear	6’	Privacy	fence	has	been	installed	with	Gate	Due	to		
neighborhood	Privacy/	Security	/	Sound	/	Littering	/	Trespassing	issues	
	
Current	Issues	we	have	seen	at	1358	rivermont	resulted	in	the	police	being	called	
twice	in	a	months	time	due	to	excessive	sound	from	a	block	party	in	the	street	
behind	our	rental	home.	Our	renters	have	sighted	the	lack	of	the	neighborhood	
respecting	the	property	lines	having	people	trespassing,	walking	into	and	standing	
in	the	back	yard	as	well	as	depositing	empty	beer	&	liqueur	bottles,	socks	broken	
glass,	cigarettes,	blunts,	candy	wrappers	on	the	property.		
Over	45	bottles	have	been	removed	off	the	property.	
	
3.	Landscaping	has	been	cleaned	up	and	brush	and	debris	removed	as	well	as	
updated	plants	to	beautify	the	property.	
	
	
Future	Updates	/	Additions:	
	
4.	Update	Driveway	from	Gravel	to	a	paved	two	car	parking	lot	
	
5.	Adding	Black	Vinyl	Louvered	Shutters	To	match	current	period	look	of	the	house.	
	
6.	Edition	of	3.5’	high	White	Picket	Fence	to	the	surrounding	property	to	help	define	
the	lot	as	a	anchor	home	bringing	more	beauty	as	well	as	safety	for	our	renters	to	
keep	trespassers	from	entering	the	property	and	giving	our	renters	a	safe	place	for	
animals	and	children	to	play	due	to	the	close	proximity	of	rivermont	ave.	
	
6.	Fix	current	Cement	Pad	Under	Shed	







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 & 2019 Google Streetview 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 & 2019 Google Streetview 



 

Side Photo from 2012 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 After-the-fact Photos 
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20.  SHUTTERS   

POLICY: 

Window shutters were common for historic houses and had practical uses to block the sun 
in the summer and to protect windows during storms. With the widespread use of air 
conditioning in the mid-20th century, window shutters became more ornamental than 
practical and many original shutters have been removed. Original shutters should be 
preserved and maintained. The addition of new shutters should be of wood and with 
dimensions that match the window opening.   

Shutters: 

A. that are original to the dwelling should be preserved and maintained.  

B. should not be added unless the building originally had them, the shutters are of 
louvered wood construction or another appropriate historical style, and the shutters will 
fit the window opening (so that if closed, they would cover the window opening as 
originally intended). 

C. of vinyl or fiberglass construction are not allowed. These shutters have exaggerated 
wood graining which is not compatible with historic dwellings.  

D. should be attached to the window frame with appropriate hangers or hinges and not 
attached directly to the façade wall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. N
o 

Correct Mounting 

Incorrect Mounting 

Appropriate shutters at 303 
Cabell Street 
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13.  PAINT AND PAINT COLORS   

POLICY:  

Paint colors require review but most colors are readily approvable as long as they 
are not loud, garish, or incompatible with a building’s architectural style. Property 
owners are encouraged to select colors to highlight architectural details based on 
historic tradition for the building's type and style.     

Paint and Paint Colors: 

A.  should be appropriate for the preservation of historic structures. 

B.  should be in keeping with the architectural style of the building. 

Architectural Styles and Recommended Palettes 

Federal: 
Light colors were used for frame and brick dwellings built in this style. Trim typically 
matched the body color with accents such as shutters in contrasting darker tones. 
Body – White, Pale Yellow, Cream 
Trim and Accents – White, Cream; Black, Dark Green, Dark Brown, Dark Red. 

Greek Revival: 
These dwellings were also typically painted in light or pale shades with either matching or 
contrasting trim.  
Body – White, Off White, Pale Yellow, Light Gray, Pale Blue, Pale Green 
Trim and Accents – White, Dark Green, Black 

Gothic Revival: 
Gothic Revival dwellings were often painted in soft earth colors, especially gray. Trim was 
painted in a contrasting shade of the basic colors.  
Body – Pale Yellow, Light and Medium Gray, Light Brown 
Trim and Accents – White, Grays, and Browns 

Italianate: 
Warm earth tones were commonly used for this style of dwelling with trim in the same 
color in a slightly darker or lighter shade.  
Body – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 
Trim and Accents – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 

Second Empire: 
Similar to Italianate, this style also used warm earth tones with trim in the same color in a 
slightly darker or lighter shade.  
Body – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 
Trim and Accents – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 

Queen Anne/Folk Victorian:  
These dwellings had a diversity of colors using contrasts for the body and trim.   
Body - Tan, Red, Green, Brown 
Trim and Accents - Darker colors such as Dark Olive, Salmon Red, Dark Brown. 

nygaaal
Callout
c. Should be congruent with each other.
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Colonial Revival 
Light colors predominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

Georgian Revival 
Light colors also dominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue, Gray Blue 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

American Foursquare 
As a variation of the Colonial Revival style American Foursquares generally had simple 
color schemes with one color for the body and one color for the trim. Light colors 
predominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue, Light Green 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

Tudor Revival: 
Darker colors such as earth tones were used. Dark stains were also used in place of 
paint. Brick, stone, stucco and concrete were generally left unpainted.  
Body – Brown, Green, Gray, Dark Red 
Trim and Accents – Reds, Browns, Greens and shades of Tan  

Craftsman 
Craftsman dwellings with exteriors of brick were generally left unpainted as were those 
with exteriors of stained wood shingles. Frame Craftsman dwellings were generally 
painted in shades of gray or brown with dark trim colors.   
Body – Gray, Light and Medium Brown 
Trim and Accents – Dark Brown, Maroon, Dark Olive and Dark Green 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removal of original paint and 
priming the wood surface helps 
to ensure a long lasting paint job 

(1102 Federal Street). 

Paint colors can be used to 
highlight architectural 

details (509 Cabell Street). 
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6.  DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING LOTS 

POLICY: 

Historic driveway materials of brick, concrete and gravel should be preserved and 
maintained. New driveway or parking lot surfaces should be of concrete and brick rather 

than asphalt. Parking areas should not be sited in front yards but at side or rear locations.   

 

Driveways and Parking Lots:  

A. that are original such as brick or concrete, should be preserved and maintained. 

B. that are new, should be located at the side or rear of the building.  

C. should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or 
concrete tracks (narrow strips). Blacktop or asphalt driveways are not traditional to 
Lynchburg’s overlay districts and are discouraged.  

D. should have their parking areas located in rear yards and be screened with hedges, 
shrubs, or fences where noticeable from the street.  

E. should not be sited in front yards unless original to the property. 

F. requiring new curb cuts to access driveways and parking lots should be kept to a 
minimum. The addition of curb cuts usually results in the removal of historic sidewalk 
materials, curbs, and retaining walls.  

G. for commercially-used houses, churches, apartment buildings, or schools should be 
located in rear yards if possible, but when necessary in a side yard, should be located 
no closer than the front wall of the structure. 

H. on vacant lots between buildings should align edge screening with front facades of 
adjacent buildings and on corner lots should have edge screening on both the primary 
and secondary street. 

No 

Yes 
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lynchburg Historic Districts Residential Design Review Guidelines – Lynchburg, Virginia  

98 

 

 

Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 

 

 










