
 
 
 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Eve Mergenthaler  
 Planner I 

 
Date: September 14, 2022 

 
Subject:     2057 Garfield Avenue Staff Finding 
 
Driveways and Parking Lots: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that 
driveways/parking lots for commercially-used houses, churches, apartment buildings, or schools 
should be located in rear yards if possible, but when necessary in a side yard. They should be 
located no closer than the front wall of the structure. The material should be brick, brown pea 
gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or concrete tracks (narrow strips). Blacktop or 
asphalt driveways are not traditional to Lynchburg’s overlay districts and are discouraged. 
Driveways should be screened with hedges, shrubs, or fences where noticeable from the street. 
 
Parking Areas: The Commercial Design Review Guidelines encourage the use of landscape 
materials such as shrubs, brick walls, or trees to enhance and screen parking areas. 
 
Lighting: The Commercial Design Review Guidelines state that historic light fixtures should be 
preserved and maintained. In the absence of historic light fixtures, use concealed up-light 
fixtures, fixtures of simple design, or fixtures appropriate to the period of the building. 
 
Guardrails: The guidelines are not specific regarding guardrails. Alternative types of guardrails 
have been used in other areas of Virginia, like the Blue Ridge Parkway. In those areas, guardrails 
have been made of stone or wood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Section 35.2-13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2-13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 
 



Dr. Pat Price, on behalf of Virginia University of Lynchburg, is petitioning to do the following at 
2057 Garfield Avenue: 

1. Pave a parking lot and screen it with landscaping. 
2. Install a wooden guardrail and lighting for the parking lot.  
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6.  DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING LOTS 

POLICY: 

Historic driveway materials of brick, concrete and gravel should be preserved and 
maintained. New driveway or parking lot surfaces should be of concrete and brick rather 
than asphalt. Parking areas should not be sited in front yards but at side or rear locations.   

 
Driveways and Parking Lots:  

A. that are original such as brick or concrete, should be preserved and maintained. 

B. that are new, should be located at the side or rear of the building.  

C. should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or 
concrete tracks (narrow strips). Blacktop or asphalt driveways are not traditional to 
Lynchburg’s overlay districts and are discouraged.  

D. should have their parking areas located in rear yards and be screened with hedges, 
shrubs, or fences where noticeable from the street.  

E. should not be sited in front yards unless original to the property. 

F. requiring new curb cuts to access driveways and parking lots should be kept to a 
minimum. The addition of curb cuts usually results in the removal of historic sidewalk 
materials, curbs, and retaining walls.  

G. for commercially-used houses, churches, apartment buildings, or schools should be 
located in rear yards if possible, but when necessary in a side yard, should be located 
no closer than the front wall of the structure. 

H. on vacant lots between buildings should align edge screening with front facades of 
adjacent buildings and on corner lots should have edge screening on both the primary 
and secondary street. 

No 

Yes 



2. PARKING AREAS 

Surface parking areas which are added to downtown Lynchburg should be screened 
through landscaping. Owners are encouraged to add appropriate landscape features to 
their lots.      

A. New parking areas added adjacent to existing buildings should be screened 
through the use of landscape materials such as shrubs, brick walls, or trees. 
These landscape materials should have the same setback and location as the 
front walls of adjacent buildings.     

B. Property owners are encouraged to enhance existing parking lots with 
appropriate landscape materials.   

Parking areas added between buildings should be screened with landscaping in the same line as 
the historic buildings.

Parking areas at corner lots should also be outlined with landscaping or low walls. 

63  



11. LIGHTING  

Light fixtures for commercial buildings should be as simple as possible and mounted 
where they will be partially or completely hidden. Any historic light fixtures should be 
preserved, maintained, and repaired. 

 A. Preserve and maintain historic light fixtures and neon signs.  

B. In the absence of historic light fixtures, use concealed up-light fixtures, fixtures of 
simple design, or fixtures appropriate to the period of the building.  

C. Box signs, internally illuminated plastic signs, moving or flashing signs are not 
permitted.  

D. Internal illumination of signs is permitted for individual letters or logos. Lights shall be 
indirect white spots and only white illumination shall be used.   

Selection of appropriate commercial lighting. 

Appropriate new Colonial Revival influenced wall fixture at 1107 Church Street. 
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Email pprice@vul.edu

Property Address (only street address
required)

Street Address: 2057 Garfield Avenue
City: Lynchburg
State: VA
Zip: 24501

Parcel ID Number (found at this link:
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx)

Choose a District Virginia University of Lynchburg

Property Owner Name Virginia Seminary

Property Owner Address Street Address: 2057 Garfield Avenue
City: Lynchburg
State: VA
Zip: 24501

Property Owner Phone 434-841-8017

Property Owner Email pprice@vul.edu

I understand that submission of this
application authorizes the entry onto the
property by the Historic Preservation
Commission, City Staff and City Council
during the normal discharge of their duties in
regard to this application.

Yes

The applicant is the: Owner

Petitioner Name

Petitioner Address

Petitioner Phone

Petitioner Email

Signature Data First Name: Pat
Last Name: Price
Email Address: pprice@vul.edu

Signed at: September 2, 2022 3:30pm America/New_York

Representative Name

Firm Name

Address

Phone

Email

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
Community Development Historic Preservation

Submitted On: Sep 2, 2022, 03:32PM EDT



Who should we email the COA to? Property Owner

Please give a detailed description and
justification for the alteration, demolition or
new construction: (this form must be
accompanied by the necessary drawings,
material samples, photographs, plans and
other materials appropriate to the request.
Failure to provide supporting documentation
will result in the request not being scheduled
for review by the HPC)

Paved parking area screened with hedges and trees. Lighting to match other campus lighting
and wooden guardrail.

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Exterior Alteration

Indicate what supporting documentation is
being provided:

Site Plans
Photographs

Upload File(s) - 250MB Limit - Select File(s) &
Click the Blue Upload Button Parking Plan HPC.pdf

Is there any application relevant to this
property before the: City Technical Review Committee

Will there be a problem completing the work
within twenty-four (24) months? No

If yes, please explain why work cannot be
completed in twenty-four (24) months.


