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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of July 18, 2022 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Julie Arrington 
Michael Erquiaga, Vice-Chair 
Shanda K. Horner, Chair 
Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Christopher McSwain  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Anna Julius, Planning 
Technician; and the public.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
After a quorum was established, Chair Horner called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 
1. ANNUAL BUSINESS: 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga nominated Commissioner Horner to be Chair. The nomination was seconded by 
Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
Commissioner Lifsey nominated Commissioner Erquiaga to be Vice-Chair. The nomination was seconded 
by Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to revise the bylaws. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
Historic district advocacies were discussed and updated as needed.  

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Arrington, and passed by a unanimous vote. 
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3.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Amber and Mitchell Leap to 

paint the front door at 2210 Rivermont Avenue (HPC2206-0011) 
 

Mr. Mitchell Leap was present to represent the application. They would like to paint the front door “Cape 
Verde” a green.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if only the inside door will be painted. 
 
Mr. Leap replied that this is correct.  
 
Commissioner Arrington made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Julie and Louis Kibby to 
install copper chimney caps at 1420 Madison Street. (HPC2206-0012) 
 

Mr. Louis Kibby was present to represent the application. He has had issues with animals and rain getting 
in the chimney. Only one (1) chimney is still functional. The other three (3) chimneys can be completely 
closed off but they would like to use the same copper cap on all four (4) chimneys. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Russell Lescault to install a 
bronze plaque at 1500 Madison Street. (HPC2206-0013) 

  
Mr. Russell Lescault was present to represent the application. The proposed plaque is part of the 
Diamond Hill Historical Society Plaque Program. There are currently twenty-nine (29) plaques in the 
neighborhood that serve the purpose of describing the homes in the neighborhood.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked what materials will be used for the base of the plaque. 
 
Mr. Lescault replied it will be mounted on bronze stakes that are attached to the plaque. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the other twenty-nine (29) plaques are in similar locations. 
 
Mr. Lescault replied that the location is dependent on the house and yard itself.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked what the size of the plaque will be.  
 
Mr. Lescault replied that it will be 8.5 inches by 11 inches.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Erquiaga): Request of Benjamin Cowgill to install a 
privacy fence at 217 Harrison Street. (HPC2207-0004) 

 
Mr. Benjamin Cowgill was not present to represent the application.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if this petition meets zoning requirements. 
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that it does. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the fence will end at the house.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler displayed the drawing showing the location of the proposed fence.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the fence will be stained or painted. 
 
Ms. Mergenthaler replied that the application did not specify whether the fence will be stained or painted.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion approve the application with the condition that the fence 
be stained or painted to blend with the building. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): After-the-fact request of Clark Hiatt to 
install a fence at 808 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2207-0003) 
 

Mr. Clark Hiatt was present to represent the application. He constructed a three (3) foot dog-eared fence 
and would like to attach his fence to his neighbor’s privacy fence on the right side of the house. The 
fence will be painted white. He also plans to add a wooden gate and handrails along the steps. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if he intends to paint the column at the steps white.  
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that he would like to repair the steps, add posts on each side of the steps, and add a 
wrought iron gate at the top.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that the fence cannot be six (6) feet tall until it reaches the corner of the 
house.  
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that he is going continue the three (3) foot fence to the house and then increase the 
height to six (6) feet at that point.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga stated that if the fence is wood then the gate should also be wood.  
 
Mr. Hiatt stated that he is willing to do a wooden gate and it will also be painted white. The handrails 
going up the steps will be constructed with four (4) by six (6) inch wood. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that the Commission will have to see the specific materials and design and 
Mr. Hiatt will need to apply for a new Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for the gate and handrails.  
 
Commissioner Langseth asked if the privacy fence is part of this application.  
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that it is.  
 
Commissioner Horner asked if the privacy fence will be painted white. 
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that it will be.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application with the condition that the fence 
be painted white and comply with the Zoning Ordinance height requirements. He noted that a 
new application will need to be submitted for the handrails and gate. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Erquiaga. 
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the privacy fence will also be in the dog-eared style. 
 
Mr. Hiatt replied that it will be. 
 
The motion passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
 

f) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Luke Hummel to replace a 
window with a vent at 1001 Harrison Street. (HPC2207-0001) 
 

Ms. Nadia Hummel was present to represent the application. Both the boiler and water heater are 
currently vented through the chimney and some of the gases are getting into the home. To alleviate this, 
they would like to install a power vent through one of the side windows.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the vent will come through the window pane.  
 
Ms. Hummel replied that is correct.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the house is on the corner. 
 
Ms. Hummel replied that is correct. The vent will be surrounded by a fireproof board.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if it will be visible from Harrison Street.  
 
Ms. Hummel replied that it should not be very visible.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga asked if it is common for such vents to come through the window rather than 
through the wall. 
 
Mr. Lifsey replied that he has seen both.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the fireproof board is paintable. 
 
Ms. Hummel replied that she does not have that information at the moment but believes it should be.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey confirmed that it should be paintable.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application with the condition that the 
fireproof board must be painted to match the window trim/surrounding color. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

g) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Alex Richardson to do 
extensive work at 1501 Church Street. (HPC2207-0006) 
 

Mr. Alex Richardson was present to represent the application. There are a number of things he would like 
to do to the house. When he bought the house, the front porch was painted black with white balusters. 
He would now like to stain it a natural wood color and paint black accents.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey recommended painting rather than staining the wood on the front porch.  
 
Mr. Richardson continued that the brick on the home is not uniform and he would like to limewash it. The 
stain will look better with the limewash.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that painting the brick is not appropriate per the guidelines. He stated it will 
change the character of the house. He noted that the painting the porch black will match the black 
shutters and roof.  
 
Mr. Richardson asked what color is appropriate to paint the back porch.   
 
Commissioner Lifsey replied that the back porch can be either black or white.  
 
Mr. Richardson stated that he would also like to install a mailbox and a retaining wall for walking paths.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked where the retaining wall will be installed. 
 
Mr. Richardson replied the wall will be at the top of the hill. He plans to add landscaping as well.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the proposed material for the wall comes in a range of colors. 
 
Mr. Richardson stated that it does. He also has original stones that match the foundation of the house 
that he can use to construct the wall.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to deny the limewash and to approve the remainder of the 
petition as submitted with the condition that the front porch be painted or stained black, the 
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back deck be painted or stained white or black, the front porch ceiling be painted blue or 
another light color, and the accent wall be built out of natural stone found on site. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

h) ACTION (No Advocate): After-the-fact request of Karen Bucklew, on behalf of Virginia 
University of Lynchburg, to pave a parking lot and install a guardrail and lighting at 
2057 Garfield Avenue. (HPC2206-0015)  
 

Commissioner Lifsey recused himself. 
 
Ms. Karen Bucklew, on behalf of Virginia University of Lynchburg (VUL), was present to represent the 
application. VUL would like to install an asphalt parking lot with ADA spaces between Graham Hall and 
Cathelin Library. They also intend to install sidewalks from that parking lot. A guardrail has been installed 
for safety purposes. The land slopes down from the parking area. The lighting will be behind the 
guardrails and in front of the parking spaces. The lights will be LED lights on black posts.   
 
Commissioner Horner asked if the guardrail has already been installed.   
 
Ms. Bucklew replied that it has.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the contractor had given them any alternatives to asphalt.  
 
Ms. Bucklew replied that the Zoning Official suggested river-rock. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that pea-gravel and aggregate would also be appropriate. He asked if 
there are any pictures of the proposed lights.  
 
Ms. Bucklew replied that she does not have photos of the proposed lights.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that it is difficult to approve something if he does not know what he is 
approving.  
 
Mr. Ben Frith, Zoning Official, stated that per the Zoning Ordinance, if there is a parking lot with more 
than ten (10) spaces it must be paved with asphalt.  
 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated that the City Planner may grant an exception but the application has to 
meet certain requirements.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that VUL is in the process of rezoning multiple properties to IN-1, Institutional 
District 1.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the rezoning affects the historic district.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey replied that VUL is not asking to expand the historic district.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the parking area will require a Technical Review Committee (TRC) 
review.  
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Mr. Frith stated there is an existing site plan that will be amended to include this parking lot as well as 
necessary stormwater management requirements. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that since this is a university rather than a residence he is not as 
concerned with the proposed use of asphalt.  
 
Commissioner Horner stated that the parking lot could be concrete or some other material as described in 
the guidelines. She then asked if the guidelines speak to guardrails.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler noted that the guidelines are not specific regarding guardrails and are not a typical 
proposal for the historic district.  
 
Commissioner Langseth asked if there is something equivalent that would meet the guidelines and safety 
requirements.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga replied that large stones would be appropriate.  
 
Commissioner Langseth stated that since they are a college they may fall under a regulation for safety 
with large quantities of people.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that there is probably a better option than a guardrail.  
 
Commissioner Arrington suggested boulders and then a fence behind the boulders.  
 
Commissioner Langseth asked what governing body determines safety requirements.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) or VUL’s insurance 
are requiring this guardrail. 
 
Ms. Bucklew replied that the guardrail was a preference.  
 
Commissioner Langseth asked how other asphalt parking lots were allowed.   
 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that they were probably done before the property was in a historic district.  
 
Commissioner Arrington stated that the guardrails could potentially be tabled until alternatives are given. 
She asked what the consequence for not paving the parking lot with asphalt per the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Mr. Frith stated that they would then be in violation of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Commissioner Horner asked if they can pave with concrete. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that ADA parking spaces are supposed to be concrete.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked there are certain lighting requirements per zoning.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler stated that all site plans must follow certain standards but without specific information 
regarding the proposed lights, it cannot be determined whether they meet the necessary requirements.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if any of the other parking lots are not paved. 
 
Ms. Bucklew replied that there is one parking lot that is gravel but it is mostly used for storage.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the paving of the parking lot and table the 
guardrails and lighting. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth and failed by the 
following vote:  

 
AYES:  Erquiaga, Langseth                 2 
NOES:  Arrington, Horner                 2 
ABSTENTIONS: Lifsey                   1 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
Commissioner Arrington made a motion to table the petition to provide time for the petitioner to 
identify and propose alternatives for the parking lot, guardrails, and lighting. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 
 AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner               3 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS: Lifsey, Langseth                 2 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
3. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate- Commissioner Arrington): After-the-fact request of Susan 
Sherwood to replace a railing at 1003 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2206-0004) 
 

Ms. Susan Sherwood was not present to represent the application but submitted a wrought iron railing as 
an alternative to the railing that was installed after-the-fact.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the Commission had previously suggested a wrought iron railing.  
 
Commissioner Langseth replied that they did.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that if the steps and post are painted to match the other elements of the 
porch then the proposed railing may be appropriate.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the wrought iron handrail with the condition 
that it fit the existing dimensions. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed 
by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey           5 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 
4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for August 15, 2022. 
 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:32 p.m. 
 
 
               
                 
ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                                      Chair 
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