
 
 

 

 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Eve Mergenthaler  
 Planner I 

 
Date: August 8, 2022 

 
Subject:     911 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

 
Driveways and Parking: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that new driveways or 
parking lot surfaces should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, 
or concrete tracks (narrow strips) rather than blacktop or asphalt. Parking areas should not be 
sited in front yards but at side or rear locations. 
 
Mechanical Systems: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that mechanical systems 
should be located where they are not visible from the street. If visible on the sides of buildings, 
they should be screened with shrubbery or fencing. 
 
Doors: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that doors of historic design that are 
missing should be replaced with new doors appropriate for the style of building. In replacing 
missing original doors, replacement doors should be similar in design to the original in style, 
materials, glazing, and lights. If the original design is unknown, a secondary entrance or 
neighboring buildings may provide guidance. 
 
Lighting: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state light fixtures original to the building 
should be preserved and maintained. Fixtures introduced to the exterior of a structure should be 
consistent with the style and scale of the structure, and mounted on porch ceilings or adjacent to 
entrances. 
 
Porches: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that porches should be maintained in 
their original configuration and with original materials and detailing. 
 
Awnings: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that awnings may be added on 
buildings at traditional locations such as over windows and doors. They should be of canvas, 
vinyl-coated, or acrylic material. Metal, plastic, or vinyl awnings should not be placed on main 
facades but may be added on rear facades if not readily visible. They should be of colors to blend 
with the building and should fit the opening. 
 
Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Alexcia Lenis of LaKay Properties, LLC is petitioning to do the following at 911 Rivermont Ave: 

1. Install a concrete driveway at the rear of the house. 

 

Alexcia Lenis of LaKay Properties, LLC is petitioning after-the-fact to do the following at 911 

Rivermont Ave: 

2. Install exterior HVAC unit. 

3. Install a front door. 

4. Install front porch lighting to include hanging lanterns and entrance lights. 

5. Repairs to the front porch to include replacing the old metal roof, wood soffit, and 

reinstalling the original railings. 

6. Install an awning at the rear entrance to the crawl space. 



Driveway/Awning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HVAC: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Front Door/Lighting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Front Porch: 
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6.  DRIVEWAYS AND PARKING LOTS 

POLICY: 

Historic driveway materials of brick, concrete and gravel should be preserved and 
maintained. New driveway or parking lot surfaces should be of concrete and brick rather 

than asphalt. Parking areas should not be sited in front yards but at side or rear locations.   

 

Driveways and Parking Lots:  

A. that are original such as brick or concrete, should be preserved and maintained. 

B. that are new, should be located at the side or rear of the building.  

C. should be of brick, brown pea gravel, concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or 
concrete tracks (narrow strips). Blacktop or asphalt driveways are not traditional to 
Lynchburg’s overlay districts and are discouraged.  

D. should have their parking areas located in rear yards and be screened with hedges, 
shrubs, or fences where noticeable from the street.  

E. should not be sited in front yards unless original to the property. 

F. requiring new curb cuts to access driveways and parking lots should be kept to a 
minimum. The addition of curb cuts usually results in the removal of historic sidewalk 
materials, curbs, and retaining walls.  

G. for commercially-used houses, churches, apartment buildings, or schools should be 
located in rear yards if possible, but when necessary in a side yard, should be located 
no closer than the front wall of the structure. 

H. on vacant lots between buildings should align edge screening with front facades of 
adjacent buildings and on corner lots should have edge screening on both the primary 
and secondary street. 

No 

Yes 
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4.  MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 

POLICY: 

Modern air conditioning and heating units often require condensers and other units to be 
placed on the exterior. Heating and cooling units should be placed at rear or sides of 
buildings not visible from the street. The placement of these units at the front of buildings 
is not appropriate and should be avoided. Screening of these units through shrubbery, 

fencing, or lattice panels is highly recommended.  

Mechanical Systems:  

A. should be located where they are not visible from the street. 

B. if visible on the sides of buildings, should be screened with shrubbery or fencing. 

C. such as window air-conditioners should be located in windows on the rear or sides of 
buildings and should not result in the removal or replacement of the original window 
sash or surround. 

D. such as solar energy panels should be located on rear sections of the roof, behind  
dormers or gables or other areas not visible from the street. 

E. such as electrical and gas meters and other mechanical equipment should be located 
on the rear or side of a building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HVAC units should be screened with landscaping or fencing. 

No 
Yes 
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7.  DOORS   

POLICY:  

Doors and door surrounds are important features in defining the style and 
character of a building. Original doors should be preserved and maintained and 

original features should be repaired rather than replaced.    

Doors: 

A. and/or their surrounds, sidelights, transoms, and detailing should not be removed 

or altered. 

B. new doors should not replace historic doors at the front entrance or at side 
entrances which are visible from the street. 

C. of historic design that are missing should be replaced with new doors appropriate 
for the style of the building. In replacing missing original doors, replacement doors 
should be similar in design to the original in style, materials, glazing (glass area) 
and lights (pane configuration). If the original design is unknown, a secondary 
entrance may contain an original door which can be moved to the main entrance. 
Neighboring buildings of the same style and similar date of construction may 
provide guidance for identifying appropriate doors. Salvage companies may also 
have historic doors available.  

D. of "decorator" designs available from wholesale hardware stores usually are not 
appropriate for front entrances. These doors are not similar enough to the historic 
door designs of most historic dwellings. Doors with fake leaded glass inset 
designs also are not recommended for front entrances. For Craftsman/Bungalow 
dwellings, fifteen-light wood doors are readily available from wholesale stores and 
are acceptable for front entrances.  

E. if doors are introduced where none existed originally, they should be added at the 
rear or side facades of buildings where not visible from the street and should 
complement the general character and appearance of the structure 

F. If an existing window is to be removed to create a door for access to an approved 
new feature such as a porch or deck, every attempt should be made to use doors 
that approximate the window opening or at least minimize changes to the opening 
size and facilitate future restoration back to a window. 
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Doors are often character defining features 
such as this Colonial Revival door at 1524 

Rivermont Avenue. 

 

Original doors should be repaired and 
restored (223 Harrison Street). 

 

   

Federal style door at 1101 Jackson Street. 

 

 

Original paneled wood doors at 611 
Washington Street. 
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12.  LIGHTING   

POLICY: 

Many early 20th century dwellings retain original exterior light fixtures at the porch 
ceiling or adjacent to the main entrance. Distinctive tinted globes and the "box" 
shaped fixtures for Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival dwellings are part of a 
building's character and should be preserved and maintained. If original light fixtures 
are missing, light fixtures with simple designs and detailing are preferred to large, 
ornate colonial or "Williamsburg" style fixtures. Many companies now provide light 
fixtures based upon historic designs and the addition of these types of period 

fixtures is appropriate and encouraged. 

 

Lighting:  

A. fixtures original to the building should be preserved and maintained. 

B. fixtures introduced to the exterior of a structure should be consistent with the 
style and scale of the structure, and mounted on porch ceilings or adjacent to 
entrances. 

C. for security, such as flood lights, should be mounted on rear or sides of buildings 
rather than on the front. Floodlights mounted in the front yard to illuminate the 
front of the house are acceptable. 

D. for sidewalks and front yards should be of small footlights rather than post-
mounted fixtures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preserve and maintain historic light fixtures 
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Preserve and maintain original light 
fixtures (2132 Rivermont). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate footlights for walkways. 

 

 

 

 

Footlights are appropriate for walkways 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate porch ceiling light 
fixtures. 
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14.  PORCHES 

POLICY: 

 

Porches are one of the most important defining characteristics of pre-1955 
residences. Original porches should be repaired and maintained. Porches on the 
fronts of residences should not be enclosed with wood or glass panels although the 
screening of porches on the fronts of residences may be considered. If replacement 
of porch elements is required, use materials to closely match original or historic 
components. If the original porch is missing, construct a new porch based upon 
photographic or physical evidence, or base the design upon historic porches of 
district buildings built at the same period and in a similar architectural style. In some 
cases turn of the century dwellings had their original porches removed and replaced 
with a later style/period porch. These porches reflect the building’s historical 
evolution and may be significant features in their own right.     

Porches:  

A. on front and side facades should be maintained in their original configuration and 
with original materials and detailing. Porches should not be removed if original. 
Where original porches have already been removed and a subsequent generation 
porch exists, removal of the current generation porch and restoration to the 
original style may be considered based on the condition of the current porch, 
photographic or architectural evidence of the original porch and any historical 
significance that may be attributed to the current porch. 

B. and their details should be retained intact with repair work and replacement of 
missing parts, such as columns, posts, railings, balusters, decorative molding and 
trimwork, to match the original in design, materials, scale, and placement. 

C. on the fronts of dwellings should not be enclosed. 

D. on the rear and sides of dwellings may be enclosed when not visible from the 
street and if the height and shape of the porch roof is maintained.  

E. of wood should have wood steps, not brick or concrete steps. 

F. of brick, concrete or tile may have similar materials used for rebuilding front steps 
and stairs if needed. The use of pre-cast concrete steps for front porches is not 
appropriate.  

G. may be screened if the structural framework for the screen panels is minimal and 
the open appearance of the porch is maintained. Wood framing for the screen 
panels is preferred, however, anodized or baked enamel aluminum frames are 
also acceptable. The use of "raw" or milled aluminum framing is not appropriate. 
Limited use of lattice panels for privacy may also be acceptable. See Section 18 
for additional discussion.    
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H. may have trellises of wood for plants if desired.   

I.  of wood on the primary façade should have wood tongue and groove flooring 
running perpendicular to the facade. The use of composite or synthetic materials 
matching both dimensions and profile of traditional tongue and groove porch 
flooring can be considered for porch floors when painted.   

Cast iron porch at 307 Washington Street. 

 

Doric porch columns at 822 Federal 
Street.  

 

 

Italianate style porch at 917 Federal Street 
with square columns and eave brackets. 

 

 

Queen Anne style porch with milled 
columns and wood shingle railing at 1456 
Rivermont Avenue.  
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 Tapered Craftsman style porch columns at 
1314 Clay Street. 

 

Colonial Revival style porch at 3116 
Rivermont Avenue with Corinthian 
columns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porches should be rebuilt based on 
physical or photographic evidence. If no 
such evidence exists base the design from 
similar architectural styles in the district 
(310 Madison Street). 

 

 
Wood porch floors should be repaired with 
floorboards to match the original. 
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2. AWNINGS

POLICY:

Canvas awnings for windows and porches were common features of buildings in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. With the widespread use of air conditioning
after World War II, the use of awnings declined. In recent years the use of awnings
has increased because they are attractive and save energy costs. Canvas and
similar material awnings are appropriate for Lynchburg’s historic dwellings.

Awnings:

A. may be added on buildings at traditional locations such as over windows and
doors and attached to porches.

B. should be of canvas, vinyl-coated, or acrylic material. Metal, plastic or vinyl
awnings should not be placed on main facades but may be added on rear
facades if not readily visible.

C. should not cover or conceal significant architectural details.

D. should be of colors to blend with the building.

E. should fit the opening. Rectangular openings should have straight across shed
type awnings, not bubble or curved forms. Awnings over windows with rounded
or oval shapes should have curved awnings to match the opening.

Appropriate use of an arched canvas
awning at 2306 Rivermont Avenue.

Canvas awnings are also appropriate for front
and side porches (3405 Rivermont Avenue).



Email alexcia.lenis@gmail.com

Property Address (only street address 
required) 

Street Address: 911 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg  
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Parcel ID Number (found at this link: 
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx) 

02302010

Choose a District Rivermont Avenue

Property Owner Name LaKay Properties LLC

Property Owner Address Street Address: 911 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg  
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Property Owner Phone 9196312787

Property Owner Email alexcia.lenis@gmail.com

I understand that submission of this 
application authorizes the entry onto the 
property by the Historic Preservation 
Commission, City Staff and City Council 
during the normal discharge of their duties in 
regard to this application. 

Yes 

The applicant is the: Owner 

Petitioner Name 

Petitioner Address 

Petitioner Phone 

Petitioner Email 

Signature Data First Name: Alexcia 
Last Name: Lenis 
Email Address: alexcia.lenis@gmail.com 

 
Signed at: July 22, 2022 11:46am America/New_York 

Representative Name 

Firm Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)

Community Development Historic Preservation
Submitted On: Jul 22, 2022, 12:20PM EDT



Who should we email the COA to? Property Owner

Please give a detailed description and 
justification for the alteration, demolition or 
new construction: (this form must be 
accompanied by the necessary drawings, 
material samples, photographs, plans and 
other materials appropriate to the request. 
Failure to provide supporting documentation 
will result in the request not being scheduled 
for review by the HPC) 

The restoration of the front porch; this included replacing old metal roof with new metal, 
installed wood soffit, installed original railings that was previously removed; replaced two 
hanging lantern lights and entrance lights. Installed front door modeled after a property we 
own 1463 Rivermont Ave. The installed HVAC system. Would like to install concrete 
driveway which is in the rear of the house. Awning has been placed for entrance of the crawl 
space.

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Exterior Alteration 
Maintenance (in-kind work) 
Object (signs, fences, walls) 

Indicate what supporting documentation is 
being provided: 

Photographs 
Building permit from the City of Lynchburg 

Upload File(s) - 250MB Limit - Select File(s) & 
Click the Blue Upload Button 

IMG-7573.jpg 
IMG-8421.jpg 
WhatsApp Image 2022-07-21 at 4.27.41 PM.jpeg 
IMG-8418.jpg 
IMG-8419.jpg 
IMG-8420.jpg 
54687.jpg 
911 Rivermont Ave Building Permit.pdf 

Is there any application relevant to this 
property before the: 

Building Inspections 

Will there be a problem completing the work 
within twenty-four (24) months? 

No

If yes, please explain why work cannot be 
completed in twenty-four (24) months. 




