
To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

From: Eve Mergenthaler 
Planner I 

Date: August 8, 2022 

Subject:  808 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

Siding: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that siding of wood, stucco, concrete 
block, and brick exteriors original to a building should be repaired. Original siding materials 
should be replaced only where necessary. Siding previously added to a historic building such as 
aluminum, asbestos, and vinyl are not compatible materials and their removal and the 
restoration of the original wood siding is highly encouraged. 

Paint: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that paint colors should be appropriate 
and in keeping with the architectural style of the building. This structure is classified as a 
Victorian/Queen Anne style. These dwellings had a diversity of colors using contrasts for the 
body and trim. Body colors typically consist of tan, red, green, or brown. Trim and accent colors 
typically consist of darker colors such as dark olive, salmon red, or dark brown. 

Walkways/Hardscapes: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state sidewalks and walkways 
should be preserved and maintained. Hardscapes should be constructed of materials to include 
but not be limited to brick, brick pavers, colored concrete pavers, slate, flagstone, exposed 
aggregate concrete.  

Brickwork and masonry: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that many buildings 
have brick or masonry exteriors. Such exteriors, foundations, and other features are integral to a 
dwelling’s character and should be preserved and maintained. The guidelines are not clear 
regarding the addition of new elements.  

Fencing: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences of wood pickets are 
appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained light, pale white or beige tones. 
Wood fences in front yards should be no taller than three feet, have pickets no wider than four 
inches and set no farther apart than three inches. The guidelines are not clear regarding gate 
design. 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Melissa and Clark Hiatt are petitioning to do the following at 808 Rivermont Avenue: 

1. Install a support beam, to be painted white, for the porch roof. 

2. Removal of insulbric to reveal original wood siding.  

3. Paint the siding “flannel gray”, the trim and fencing “ultra white”, the porch floor and stairs 

“dark ash”, and the front door and porch ceiling “ancestry violet”. 

4. Install natural slate tile on the existing walkway and stairs. 

5. Install brick in place of previous lattice under the front porch. 

6. Install a 3 ft. x 4 ft wood gate with a 4 ft 4x6 posts and handrails that resemble the porch 

handrails. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porch Floor/Stairs 

Siding 

Trim/Fencing 

Front Door/Porch Ceiling 
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21.  SIDING  

POLICY:  

Exterior siding materials such as weatherboard, clapboard, shingles and board and batten 
cladding are essential components defining a building's architectural character. The 
concealment of original siding with vinyl, aluminum, or other synthetic sidings will not be 
approved. These siding materials do not successfully imitate the original siding dimensions 
or texture and there are potential structural problems inherent in the use of these materials 
on historic buildings. These materials may also not be cost effective compared to 
continued maintenance and painting of the original siding.  

Siding:  

A. of wood, stucco, concrete block, and brick exteriors original to a building should be 
repaired. Original siding materials should be replaced only where necessary.   

B. of shingles original to the building should be repaired rather than replaced. If 
replacement is necessary due to deterioration, the new shingles should match the 
original in size, placement, and design.  

C. of wood on front and side elevations facing or visible from a street which is deteriorated 
should be repaired or replaced with wood siding to match the original. Synthetic or 
substitute materials which effectively replicate the texture and appearance of wood (i.e. 
fiber-cement (hardiplank) will be considered for siding replacement of 
horizontal/clapboard siding for rear or side elevations.  

D. previously added to a historic building such as aluminum, asbestos, and vinyl are not 
compatible materials and their removal and the restoration of the original wood siding is 
highly encouraged.  

E. of synthetic or substitute materials such as vinyl or aluminum over original wood siding 
is not appropriate and their use will not be approved except to repair existing in-kind 
siding or on nonconforming structures.  .  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Siding materials such as wood shingles and weatherboard should be preserved and 
maintained (1407 Harrison Street). 
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Original siding should be repaired and 
repainted as necessary (503 
Washington Street).  

 

 

 

 

Wood Siding 

Vinyl or synthetic siding 

 

Hidden cracks 
and deterioration 

Potential area for 

condensation 

 

Original wood siding at 1000 Harrison Street.  

Wood deterioration can be accelerated by 
the application of synthetic sidings. 

Exterior materials such as stucco should be repaired as 
needed and preserved (2312 Rivermont Avenue).  
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Concrete block in rock-faced and ashlar finishes was also used in Lynchburg’s historic districts in 
the early 20

th
 century (2450 Rivermont Avenue).    
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13.  PAINT AND PAINT COLORS   

POLICY:  

Paint colors require review but most colors are readily approvable as long as they 
are not loud, garish, or incompatible with a building’s architectural style. Property 
owners are encouraged to select colors to highlight architectural details based on 
historic tradition for the building's type and style.     

Paint and Paint Colors: 

A.  should be appropriate for the preservation of historic structures. 

B.  should be in keeping with the architectural style of the building. 

Architectural Styles and Recommended Palettes 

Federal: 
Light colors were used for frame and brick dwellings built in this style. Trim typically 
matched the body color with accents such as shutters in contrasting darker tones. 
Body – White, Pale Yellow, Cream 
Trim and Accents – White, Cream; Black, Dark Green, Dark Brown, Dark Red. 

Greek Revival: 
These dwellings were also typically painted in light or pale shades with either matching or 
contrasting trim.  
Body – White, Off White, Pale Yellow, Light Gray, Pale Blue, Pale Green 
Trim and Accents – White, Dark Green, Black 

Gothic Revival: 
Gothic Revival dwellings were often painted in soft earth colors, especially gray. Trim was 
painted in a contrasting shade of the basic colors.  
Body – Pale Yellow, Light and Medium Gray, Light Brown 
Trim and Accents – White, Grays, and Browns 

Italianate: 
Warm earth tones were commonly used for this style of dwelling with trim in the same 
color in a slightly darker or lighter shade.  
Body – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 
Trim and Accents – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 

Second Empire: 
Similar to Italianate, this style also used warm earth tones with trim in the same color in a 
slightly darker or lighter shade.  
Body – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 
Trim and Accents – Cream, Browns, Grays, Greens 

Queen Anne/Folk Victorian:  
These dwellings had a diversity of colors using contrasts for the body and trim.   
Body - Tan, Red, Green, Brown 
Trim and Accents - Darker colors such as Dark Olive, Salmon Red, Dark Brown. 

nygaaal
Callout
c. Should be congruent with each other.
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Colonial Revival 
Light colors predominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

Georgian Revival 
Light colors also dominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue, Gray Blue 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

American Foursquare 
As a variation of the Colonial Revival style American Foursquares generally had simple 
color schemes with one color for the body and one color for the trim. Light colors 
predominated for dwellings in this style.  
Body – Yellow, Light Gray, Light Blue, Light Green 
Trim and Accents – White, Off-White, Cream 

Tudor Revival: 
Darker colors such as earth tones were used. Dark stains were also used in place of 
paint. Brick, stone, stucco and concrete were generally left unpainted.  
Body – Brown, Green, Gray, Dark Red 
Trim and Accents – Reds, Browns, Greens and shades of Tan  

Craftsman 
Craftsman dwellings with exteriors of brick were generally left unpainted as were those 
with exteriors of stained wood shingles. Frame Craftsman dwellings were generally 
painted in shades of gray or brown with dark trim colors.   
Body – Gray, Light and Medium Brown 
Trim and Accents – Dark Brown, Maroon, Dark Olive and Dark Green 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Removal of original paint and 
priming the wood surface helps 
to ensure a long lasting paint job 

(1102 Federal Street). 

Paint colors can be used to 
highlight architectural 

details (509 Cabell Street). 
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5. SIDEWALKS AND WALKWAYS

Policy

Lynchburg’s Hill districts have a remarkable collection of brick, block and stone sidewalks
and walkways while those in the Rivermont district are of concrete. These sidewalks and
walkways are of particular significance in defining the character of these districts and
should be preserved and maintained. Brick streets should also be preserved, restored and
maintained. Use of stamped asphalt is encouraged when streets have already been paved
with asphalt and is considered an acceptable, economic alternative when resources are
not available for removal of asphalt and restoration to original street materials.

Restored brick surface on Cabell Street. This section of Madison Street retains its
original brick surface in the Garland Hill
Historic District.

Brick sidewalk pattern in the 900 block Concrete sidewalk on the 2200 block of
of Federal Street. Rivermont Avenue.
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Stone sidewalk in the 500 block of Washington Stamped asphalt – 13th Street on Diamond Hill
Street.

Brick texture and pattern in the 900 block of Federal Street.
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3. LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS – POOLS, FOUNTAINS, GAZEBOS, PERGOLAS,
PATIOS & HARDSCAPES

POLICY:

The installation of swimming pools, fountains, gazebos, pergolas, patios, etc. should be
limited to rear yards. Swimming pools should be screened from view by fencing or
landscaping.

A. Installation of landscape elements including but not limited the examples above is
subject to review by the HPC. Other landscape work (i.e. planting of natural vegetation,
trees, gardens, etc.) that does not substantially alter the contour of a site or its historical
character does not require a COA.

B. Swimming pools should be sited at rear yards and screened from street visibility by
fencing or landscaping.

C. Patios & Hardscapes

1. should generally be located in rear or side yards.

2. should be constructed of materials to include but not be limited to brick, brick
pavers, colored concrete pavers, slate, flagstone, exposed aggregate
concrete.

3. that require retaining walls should have the walls constructed of comparable
materials. Wood landscape or railroad ties are discouraged.
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3.  BRICKWORK AND MASONRY   

POLICY:  

Many of Lynchburg's buildings have brick or masonry (stone) exteriors. Brick can 
last indefinitely if it is well maintained. The key to brick and mortar preservation is 
to keep out water and continue to use a soft mortar when repair is needed. 
Abrasive cleaning such as sandblasting erodes the skin of the brick and will not be 
approved. Low pressure cleaning like using a garden hose and the use of soft 
mortar mixes are best for Lynchburg’s brick buildings. 

Painting or sealing brick exteriors should be avoided in that old brick walls were 
designed to breathe and let moisture pass in and out.  Such coating applications 
can result in moisture being captured within the walls and accelerating 
deterioration of the wall, particularly the mortar.  

Stone exteriors, foundations, and other features are integral to a dwelling's 
character and should be preserved and maintained. Stone retaining walls, gate 
posts, and other original landscape features should also be preserved and 
maintained. 

Brickwork and Masonry:  

A. materials original to the building should be preserved and maintained. 

B. should never be sandblasted or subjected to any kind of abrasive cleaning. 

C. should never be cleaned with high pressure water which exceeds 600 pounds 
per square inch. 

D. should be cleaned with detergent cleansers if needed. If brick or stone walls have 
bad stains, graffiti or loose paint it is fine to use chemical stain and paint 
removers. Chemical cleaning can be tricky and messy so professional help is 
advised for these kinds of jobs. If chemical cleaners or paint removers are used 
on brick or stone, always conduct a small test patch first on an inconspicuous part 
of the building to determine the effects of the chemicals.   

E. should be cleaned only when necessary to remove bad stains or paint build up. If 
there are only a few small stains or a little dirt on the walls it may be best to leave 
it alone. Avoid putting water or chemicals into walls whenever possible.  

F. should not be treated with water-repellent coatings unless repairs and remedies 
such as providing adequate drainage off of and away from the building have 
failed to stop water penetration problems.  

G. should not be covered with silicone-based water sealants. Water sealants can 
trap water on the interior of the building and damage the inside walls.  

H. that has never been painted should not be painted unless the exterior is 
extremely mismatched from earlier repairs or patching. Previously sandblasted 
brick or brick that is in poor condition may be painted to provide a sealing coat. 
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Paint removal should not be done if the paint is firmly adhered to, and therefore 
protecting, the brick or stone surface. 

I. should not be stuccoed. 

J. repairs should be done carefully to match the original brickwork and mortar, using 
hand tools, not electric power saws, to remove mortar. 

K. repointing (fixing the mortar between the bricks) should match the original brick  
or stone and mortar regarding width, depth, color, raking profile, composition, and 
texture. 

L. repointing should never be done with Portland cement or other hard mortars but 
with soft mortars to match the original composition. If the original composition 
can't be determined, use a historic compound such as one part lime and two parts 
sand.   

M. features that are missing may be replaced with other brick or stone to match. 
Salvage companies may have molded or decorative bricks to match those 
missing on a building.  

Flemish bond brick wall at 720 Court Street. 
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Hard mortars do not allow brick to expand 
and contract… 

 

 

 

…leading to cracking and spalling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abrasive cleaning such as 
sandblasting removes the exterior 
crust of the brick (top left) and 
exposes the soft inner core 
(bottom right).  

 

 

 

 Masonry should be cleaned with water 
and detergents or chemicals (818 Court 
Street). 
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 
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Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 

 

 



Email melhiatt73@gmail.com

Property Address (only street address 
required) 

Street Address: 808 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Parcel ID Number (found at this link: 
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx) 

02311022

Choose a District Rivermont Avenue

Property Owner Name JG Investment Club LLC

Property Owner Address Street Address: 1179 Vista Park Dr. 
City: Forest 
State: VA 
Zip: 24551 

Property Owner Phone 4342029041

Property Owner Email gregbentz@kw.com

I understand that submission of this 
application authorizes the entry onto the 
property by the Historic Preservation 
Commission, City Staff and City Council 
during the normal discharge of their duties in 
regard to this application. 

Yes 

The applicant is the: Contract Leaseholder 

Petitioner Name Clark and Melissa Hiatt

Petitioner Address Street Address: 808 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24504 

Petitioner Phone 4342158345

Petitioner Email melhiatt73@gmail.com

Signature Data First Name: Melissa 
Last Name: Hiatt 
Email Address: melhiatt73@gmail.com 

 
Signed at: July 26, 2022 5:51pm America/New_York 

Representative Name Greg Bentz

Firm Name JG Investment Club LLC

Street Address: 1179 Vista Park Dr. 
City: Forest 

Address 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)

Community Development Historic Preservation
Submitted On: Jul 26, 2022, 08:03PM EDT



State: VA 
Zip: 24551 

Phone 4342029041

Email gregbentz@kw.com

Who should we email the COA to? Petitioner

Please give a detailed description and 
justification for the alteration, demolition or 
new construction: (this form must be 
accompanied by the necessary drawings, 
material samples, photographs, plans and 
other materials appropriate to the request. 
Failure to provide supporting documentation 
will result in the request not being scheduled 
for review by the HPC) 

Placement of an 8ft x 8ft 2x6 beam behind the white front left existing post. Reasons of 
securing the side of the porch roof that was collapsing due to poor maintenance. The beam 
will be painted white to match the color of the house trim. We also would like to paint our home 
using the color flannel gray to paint the siding of our home with ultra white paint for the trim 
and fencing, dark ash for the porch floor and the stairs and ancestory violet for the front door 
and porch ceilings. We would also like to put natural slate tile on top of our side walk to the 
street side walk.. Which would wrap the stairs fixing the existing damage to the stairs. The 
grout will be gray also. We would also like to build red brick underlayment to the porch. Which 
resembles the underlayment of the house next to us. The gate as requested will be in the 
same appearance as the fence itself. The gate dimensions will be 3 ft. x 4ft with a 4ft 4x6 post 
on either side.. Handrails will resemble the handrails on the porch with fencing attached 
behind it to tie it all in. .

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Exterior Alteration 
Object (signs, fences, walls) 

Indicate what supporting documentation is 
being provided: 

Photographs 
Paint Samples 

Upload File(s) - 250MB Limit - Select File(s) & 
Click the Blue Upload Button 

Screenshot_20220726-190938_Amazon_Shopping.jpg 
20220726_194830.jpg 
IMG_8084.jpg 
IMG_8083.jpg 
IMG_7765.jpg 
IMG_7766.jpg 

Will there be a problem completing the work 
within twenty-four (24) months? 

No

If yes, please explain why work cannot be 
completed in twenty-four (24) months. 




