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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of July 1, 2022 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Julie Arrington 

Michael Erquiaga  
Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair 

Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey 

Christopher McSwain, Chair 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; and the public.  
 

ROLL CALL: 

After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.   
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which was passed by a unanimous 
vote. 

 

2.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Brian Westervelt to do chimney 
work at 1023 Jackson Street. (HPC2205-0010) 

 

Mr. Brian Westervelt was present to represent the application. He stated that the chimney on the 11th 
Street side of the house formerly had improper repairs done to it. He was told by a mason that it must be 

taken down below the roof line and rebuilt to match the original.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 

 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Grady Powers to do rear 
deck work at 2319 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2205-0007) 

 
Mr. Grady Powers was present to represent the application. He stated he would like to replace all of the 

decking boards that are currently on the deck with Trex decking. He stated they will be installing a drop 

beam as a new support. The deck will match the original color.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Horner and passed by the following vote: 
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AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 

 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Marilyn Bousquin and 
Stephen Dawson to install a handrail at 1456 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2206-0008) 

  
Mr. Stephen Dawson was present to represent the application. He stated he would like to install an iron 

handrail as there are currently no handrails existing.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if they intend to leave the handrail white. 

 
Mr. Dawson replied they will keep it white.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the handrail will be on both sides of the steps. 

 

Mr. Dawson replied it will be on one side. 
 

Commissioner Arrington asked if it will be installed directly into the step. 
 

Mr. Dawson replied that is correct.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Diane Anderson to install a 
privacy fence and repaint at 850 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2205-0006) 

 

Ms. Diane Anderson was present to represent the application. She stated she would like to install a 
privacy fence along the side of property. She stated that she would also like to repaint the home slate 

gray with white trim and paint the door, porch, and part of the railing black.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked what she is referring to when she references the porch.  
 

Ms. Anderson replied the floor and door. She stated the stairs will also be painted black to match the 

floor. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked how far forward the fence will come. 
 

Ms. Anderson replied it will be approximately six (6) feet from the property line and will expand 

approximately sixty (60) feet. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated he is concerned of the zoning requirements in regards to the fence.  
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that per zoning requirements the fence may be six (6) feet tall from the 
front wall of the house and back. In front of this, the fence may only be four (4) feet tall. 
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Commissioner Horner asked for clarification on the paint colors. 
 

Ms. Anderson replied that the body of the home will be gray with white on all of the trim.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey replied that this standalone fence meets the guidelines.  

  
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Langseth.  
 

Commissioner Arrington stated that if this is considered a colonial revival style home, the guidelines 
recommend light colors.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that he is comfortable with the colors from an architectural standpoint.  
 

Commissioner Arrington asked for clarification that the fence will be four (4) feet along the side of the 
street.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey replied that it will not run along the street, it will run along the side of the house.  
 

The motion to approve passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Shirley Thomas to repaint at 
905 Federal Street. (HPC2206-0002) 

 

Ms. Shirley Thomas was present to represent the application. She stated she would like to repaint her 
house black, the porch gray, and the porch poles yellow.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification that the body of the house will be painted black. 

 

Ms. Thomas replied that is correct.  
 

Commissioner Horner stated that black is not appropriate for this style of house.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated that the guidelines suggest colors for this style of house should be light 
colors. 

 

Chair McSwain stated that these guidelines are based on the national historic guidelines as well.  
 

Ms. Thomas stated she had seen a tv show in which a person received approval from a historical 
individual for this color of home.  

 

Chair McSwain noted that in this situation it may be a historic home but not in a historic district. He asked 
Ms. Thomas if she has any other preferences in regards to color. 

 
Ms. Thomas replied that these are the colors she would like to paint the home. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that they must uphold the guidelines that are set for the City of Lynchburg. 
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Commissioner Lifsey stated that from a personal perspective he likes what is being proposed but 
understands the concerns that are being raised by the Commission. He noted that there is some nuance 

in defining the color suggestions given in the guidelines.  
 

Commissioner Langseth asked if the Commission has some flexibility in terms of color as opposed to 

materials being used. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey replied that is correct. He noted there are stringent guidelines in regards to 
materials but color allows for some variation as they may be easily altered.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that he feels the proposed color is not in line with what the guidelines 

suggest or recommend.  

 
Ms. Thomas stated that there are several businesses in the area that are painted in this color scheme. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted that none of those properties are in a Historic District.  

 

Ms. Thomas noted that black is a warm color and will hold heat.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to deny the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the motion to deny is for all of the proposed colors or just the black. 

 

Commissioner Horner stated they will need to see the whole color scheme together. She noted that the 
yellow and white are acceptable. 

 
Commissioner Arrington stated that the combination of black and yellow is a concern for her.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if Ms. Thomas is open to white columns rather than yellow columns. 
 

Ms. Thomas replied she is.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if she is open to using the yellow for the door. 

 
Ms. Thomas replied she was considering that option prior to this meeting.  

 
Chair McSwain stated that he would be comfortable if the trim and columns were painted white and only 

the door was painted yellow.  
 

Commissioner Horner rescinded her motion to deny the petition.  

 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the petition with an altered color scheme: 

the door as yellow, the columns and trim as white, the house as black, and the front porch 
and stairs as gray. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following 

vote:  

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain          5 

NOES: Horner                    1 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
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f) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Erquiaga): After-the-fact request of Susan 
Sherwood to replace a railing and add a concrete slab at 1003 Rivermont Avenue. 

(HPC2206-0004) 
 

Ms. Susan Sherwood was present to represent the application.  She stated that she had a contractor 

repair some stairs at this home and they were altered at that time.  
 

Commissioner Arrington stated that the railing is not acceptable.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the posts on the front stairs are wood. 
 

Ms. Sherwood replied that they are wrought iron.  

 
Commissioner Langseth asked if there are any materials being presented for the replacement of the 

railing. 
 

Ms. Sherwood replied there is not at this time.  

 
Chair McSwain stated that a black iron bar would be acceptable. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the steps were administratively approved to be painted. 

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied the reconstruction was administratively approved and painting was included 

in this. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to deny the handrail. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Horner.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if the motion can include the approval of an acceptable railing. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that this would leave too much to interpretation.  

 
Ms. Sherwood asked if a wood railing would be appropriate. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated they would have to see the railing.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that something such as iron or wrought iron would be more acceptable to 
match what is existing.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga rescinded his original motion to make a new one. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the concrete slab and table the railing to allow 
the applicant to present alternative options. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth and 

passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
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g) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Erquiaga): Request of Alexcia Lenis of Empire 
Capital, LLC to pave a driveway and install two light posts at 911 Rivermont Avenue. 

(HPC2206-0005) 
 

Mr. Jacqueline Lenis Jr. was present to represent the application. He stated he would like to install two 

(2) light posts in the yard.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if they would also like to pave the back driveway area. 
 

Mr. Lenis replied this is correct. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification if the driveway will be asphalt. 

 
Mr. Lenis replied this is correct. 

 
Commissioner Arrington asked for clarification on the location of the light poles.  

 

Mr. Lenis referenced the photo given for the location of the pole. 
 

Commissioner Arrington asked if the base has already been set up. 
 

Mr. Lenis replied this is correct and noted that the electric has already been run to the poles. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that the proposed light posts are bit more ornate than they should be. He 

noted that he would be in favor of a simpler head on the light post.  
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if they have considered motion lights off the eaves of the house. 
 

Mr. Lenis replied he has considered motion lights. The poles are six (6) feet tall and will not be producing 

light except in the evening. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated these light poles are usually seen along a driveway or a sidewalk rather 
than in the middle of the yard.  

 

Mr. Lenis replied that on the sides of the house it is very dark at night.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated he is okay with the locations but the style of fixture is too ornate.  
 

Commissioner Horner noted that guidelines state that there should be small foot lights rather than pole 
mounted lights.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that is more for driveways.  
 

Commissioner Langseth asked if the applicant has explored floodlights as a security measure. 
 

Commissioner Arrington stated that there are trees blocking the location of the poles and the house.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga noted the guidelines state that floodlights used for security should be mounted to 

the front of the building. It also states that post mounted fixtures are discouraged.  
 

Chair McSwain stated that he does not consider this application as a floodlight.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga stated that the proposed lights are for security so a floodlight is more appropriate 
than a post mounted fixture.  

 
Commissioner Horner stated that they will be able to get more lighting in the yard from lights mounted to 

the house.  

 
Chair McSwain noted that if a floodlight was mounted on the home then the yard may be obscured by 

the tree and create shadows.  
 

Commissioner Arrington stated there is a bus station near the proposed light post and the lights will be 
turning on regularly. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to deny the petition as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Horner.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the applicant will consider any other materials for the driveway. 

 

Mr. Lenis replied that he is open to other options.  
 

Commissioner Langseth noted that these decisions are made based on the guidelines rather than 
preference.  

 
Mr. Lenis asked if he is allowed to move the light back from the house. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga noted that the pole is discouraged per the guidelines. 
 

The motion passed by the following vote:  
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

h) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Josh Cline of Sergius, LLC to 

alter the front door at 1021 Harrison Street. (HPC2206-0006)  
 

Mr. James Enoch was present to represent the application.  He stated they would like to sand the paint 
off of the door and put a clear coat protection layer on.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Horner. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that the sun will deteriorate the clearcoat. 

 
Mr. Enoch replied that the door is somewhat protected by the front porch. 

 

The motion passed by the following vote:  
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                      0 
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i) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Samuel Horochowski of HP 
Reinvest, LLC to alter and install fencing and off-street parking at 1370 Rivermont 

Avenue. (HPC2206-0007) 
 

Mr. Demetrius Alexander was present to represent the application. He stated the neighbor had an 

existing fence that they expanded. The fence height was six (6) feet tall and the style of the expanded 
fence is congruent with what was existing. He also stated gravel parking was installed on the property.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if it is acceptable to continue in the same style since the neighbor had an 

existing fence. 
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that the style of fence and the gravel material were already denied at a 

previous meeting. The new application should be considered as submitted. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the application is to replace the gravel with pea-gravel 
and cut the fence to the acceptable height. 

 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked what the process will be for cutting the fence to the appropriate height.  
 

Mr. Alexander replied that they will pull a line from one side to the other and follow with a circular saw.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if they will put a backing board on the inside to prevent any movement of the 

pickets. 
 

Mr. Alexander replied that they will and then asked if the zoning requirements for a four (4) foot fence 
apply to where the gate is shown on the map.  

 

Ms. Mergenthaler replied that the gate will also need to be four (4) feet tall. 
 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote:  
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

3. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate- Commissioner Lifsey): After-the-fact request of Franeda May to 

pave a parking space at 2108 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2205-0002) 
 

Ms. Franeda May and Mr. Phil Lotspeich were present to represent the application. She stated this space 
was an existing parking space that was blacktopped to match her neighbor’s driveway.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated they have seen two parking applications in this meeting in which asphalt and 
incorrect gravel were denied. He stated that this type of situation has previously occurred and the asphalt 

was made to be removed.  
 

Ms. May asked that since this was an existing driveway, is she permitted to put down pea-gravel.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that pea-gravel would be appropriate but not over the top of the asphalt.  
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Ms. May asked if concrete would be appropriate. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that guidelines note that concrete and concrete exposed aggregate is 

appropriate.  

 
Mr. Lotspeich stated that they have exhausted all options for parking on this property. He stated that 

they do not have permission to use the adjoining driveway unless it is paved. He noted that pea-gravel 
may not be acceptable to the neighbor. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that street parking is available along Rivermont Avenue. 

 

Commissioner Arrington noted that the permission of the neighbor should not influence the decisions 
made today.  

 
Chair McSwain stated that the house technically does not have driveway access to the parking spot.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the petition for the with the stipulation that the 
asphalt be removed and replaced with one of the following: brick, brown pea gravel, 

concrete, concrete exposed aggregate, or concrete tracks. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Langseth.  

 
Chair McSwain stated that parking space was used but is not original to the house. He noted that the 

only access is from the neighbor’s driveway.  
 

Mr. Lotspeich stated that this lot was subdivided from the neighboring lot. He stated the parking space 

has been in existing since the construction of the house.  
 

AYES: Arrington, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain           5 
NOES: Erquiaga                    1 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-None): After-the-fact request of George R. Harris of Boxwood 
Lane, LLC to infill a water well and install a sign at 2627 Old Forest Road. (HPC2205-

0004) 

 
Mr. George R. Harris was not present to represent this application.  

 
Mr. Lifsey stated that he has been in contact with Mr. Harris. He noted that the well was reopened and 

filled in within several feet open at the top. A sign will also be put in place recognizing the well.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT:                      0 
 

4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for July 18, 2022. 
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5.   ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 

 
 

               

                 
ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 

                              Secretary                                                                      Chair 


