
 
 

 

 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Eve Mergenthaler  
 Planner I 

 
Date: July 11, 2022 

 
Subject:     217 Harrison Street Staff Finding 

 
Fences: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences of wood boards for privacy 
should be located in rear yards and generally be no taller than six feet. Privacy fences of this 
height should be at least half-way back from the front to the back walls on the side of the house. 
Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed tops) designs are all acceptable. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or painted to blend 
with the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 

 



Benjamin Cowgill is petitioning to do the following at 217 Harrison Street: 

1. Construct a six (6) foot tall, wooden privacy fence in the rear of the property.  







FOREST FENCING COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 47     FOREST, VA 24551 

(434)546-1116 
 

 

 
Date 6-13-22 
Customer Ben Cowgill Address 217 harrison street 
City Lynchburg State/ZIP Va  
Phone (H)  Phone (W)  
 
Type or style of fence Wood privacy 
Linear feet 173 Height 6’ 
Size and type of post  
Distance between post  Width of boards  
Post top construction  
Post: Concreted XXX Tamped 
Additions/comments Install 173 feet of new wooden fence in the back yard of 217 Harrison st. 
 
 

 
Price per ft.   $ 30.00 X No. of feet  173 = $5,190.00 
Single gate, each  $600.00  X No. of gates 1 = $ 600.00 
Double gate, each  1050.00 X No. of gates 1 = $1,050.00 
Spec post tops, each   $  X No. of posts  = $ 0.00 
Other  = $ 0.00 
Extras  = $ 0.00 
 Total  = $6,840.00 

 
ROCK CLAUSE: Any abnormal condition, such as heavy rock deposit, concrete, or any other condition 
that would require extra labor, material, or equipment, will be in addition to this contract and not included 
in the price of this contract. 
$     Dollars 
 
This price DOES NOT INCLUDE landscaping, grading, hauling, or clearing unless listed above in space 
for other. 
   
      SIGNED______________________________________ 
                   for FOREST FENCING COMPANY 
 
NOTICE:  FOREST FENCING COMPANY may withdraw this proposal if not accepted within 15 days.   
 
 
The above prices, specifications, and conditions are satisfactory and hereby accepted.  You are authorized 
to do the work as specified.  Payment will be as follows:_____In full upon 
completion__________________________________ 
 
 
DATE: _________________________  SIGNATURE__________________________________ 
 
DATE: _________________________  SIGNATURE__________________________________ 
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 
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Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 

 

 



Email bncowgill@gmail.com

Property Address (only street address
required)

Street Address: 217 Harrison St
City: Lynchburg
State: VA
Zip: 24504

Parcel ID Number (found at this link:
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx) 02402006

Choose a District Garland Hill

Property Owner Name Benjamin Paul Cowgill

Property Owner Address Street Address: 217 Harrison St
City: Lynchburg
State: VA
Zip: 24504

Property Owner Phone 3366029317

Property Owner Email bncowgill@gmail.com

I understand that submission of this
application authorizes the entry onto the
property by the Historic Preservation
Commission, City Staff and City Council
during the normal discharge of their duties in
regard to this application.

Yes

The applicant is the: Owner

Petitioner Name

Petitioner Address

Petitioner Phone

Petitioner Email

Signature Data First Name: Benjamin
Last Name: Cowgill
Email Address: bncowgill@gmail.com

Signed at: July 2, 2022 6:48pm America/New_York

Representative Name

Firm Name

Address

Phone

Email

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
Community Development Historic Preservation

Submitted On: Jul 2, 2022, 07:03PM EDT



Who should we email the COA to? Property Owner

Please give a detailed description and
justification for the alteration, demolition or
new construction: (this form must be
accompanied by the necessary drawings,
material samples, photographs, plans and
other materials appropriate to the request.
Failure to provide supporting documentation
will result in the request not being scheduled
for review by the HPC)

We would like to construct a fence in the back yard of our property. Our proposal is to
construct a 6 foot wood privacy fence from the end of our house about 2/3 the way down the
property with two gates. The fence would allow us to keep deer out of our yard, let our dogs
out to use the bathroom and play, and improve the value of the home. The primary use for us
would be to have a space for our dogs to run, and reduce the amount of walks we take them
on a day. It would make a big difference for us to grow a variety of plants and garden as well
without having to deal with deer. I have provided two different estimates, though we have
requested clarifications or modifications to both. We will not be doing aluminum chain link as
reflected as an option on the second estimate so please disregard that portion. We are hoping
to fence the smaller area (173'') than measured in the second estimate (192'').

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Object (signs, fences, walls)

Indicate what supporting documentation is
being provided:

Photographs
Maps, drawings, dimensions, or other documentation
two estimates from different fencing companies.

Upload File(s) - 250MB Limit - Select File(s) &
Click the Blue Upload Button

IMG_0270.JPG
Cowgill fence proposal.docx
IMG_0269.jpg
Cowgill,Ben(6-30-22).pdf

Will there be a problem completing the work
within twenty-four (24) months? Yes

If yes, please explain why work cannot be
completed in twenty-four (24) months.


