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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of March 21, 2022 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Julie Arrington 
Michael Erquiaga  
Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair 
Emmett Lifsey 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Tracey Langseth 
Christopher McSwain, Chair 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Anna Davidson, Planning 
Technician; and the public.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
After a quorum was established, Commissioner Horner called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.   
 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Erquiaga, and passed by a unanimous vote. 

 
2.   NEW BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Kallyn Spohnholz to replace 

concrete and construct a retaining wall and pad at 1013 Harrison St. (HPC2202-
0006) 

 
Ms. Kallyn Spohnholz was present to represent the application. She stated the sidewalk that goes behind 
the house is decayed and is a fall risk. She would like to replace and extend a concrete pad from the 
location of the existing pad to the back of the home and construct a small retaining wall to help prevent 
the erosion of the concrete. 
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the retaining wall will be concrete. 
 
Ms. Spohnholz replied that it will. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: Langseth, McSwain                 2 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Jeffery Schneider to install 
handrails at 307 Washington St. (HPC2202-0008) 

  
Mr. Jeffery Schneider was present to represent the application. He stated there are two (2) sets of steps 
at the property with one having three (3) risers and the other having two (2) risers. He noted that the 
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handrails will be placed on top of the risers to meet building code height requirements. The handrails will 
be iron. He would like to add these for safety concerns. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the handrails along the sidewalk will be tall enough to be of assistance 
when standing on the sidewalk. 
 
Mr. Schneider replied that they will.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if there is an existing handrail as shown in one of the photos. 
 
Mr. Schneider replied there are no existing handrails. He stated that there is iron work that comes to the 
post on the porch that has historic detailing but the picture provided is a sample. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the handrails will have the same detail as the picture provided. 
 
Mr. Schneider replied that the handrails may have detail. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that adding some historical detail would be beneficial.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that the 
iron handrails include ornamental detail. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Arrington and 
passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: Langseth, McSwain                 2 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Kristina Brumme to replace the 
front porch floor with composite decking at 301 Cabell St. (HPC2203-0004) 

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated that the applicant lives out of town and will not be able to attend the 
meeting. She noted that the applicant would like the Commission to act on the application. 
 
Commissioner Horner noted that you cannot see what is on the porch floor from the street. 
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the applicant is proposing the same width for the decking.  
 
Ms. Mergenthaler replied that the application says the composite decking will be the same profile, 
orientation, and color as what currently exists. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that the 
color match the existing color. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by 
the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: Langseth, McSwain                 2 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Seth Jordan to replace wood 
siding with vinyl siding at 860 Victoria Ave. (HPC2203-0001) 
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Mr. Seth Jordan was not present to represent the application. 
 
Commissioner Horner noted that the guidelines state that vinyl is not an acceptable material and that the 
siding on the house does not appear to be beyond repair.  
 
Commissioner Arrington stated that vinyl siding will change the look of the house.  
 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to table the application. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Arrington and passed by the following vote: 
 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: Langseth, McSwain                 2 

 
e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Karyn Ellis to install fencing at 

209 E St. (HPC2203-0006) 
 

Ms. Karyn Ellis was present to represent the application. She stated that she would like to install a woven 
wire fence in the back yard with an additional three (3) boards on the outside of the fence. She would 
also like to install a picket fence in the front of the house along the existing retaining wall. 
 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked what the height of the picket fence will be. 
 
Ms. Ellis replied that it will be three (3) feet tall. 
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the photo provided shows the picket fence that will be installed. 
 
Ms. Ellis replied that it does.  
 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the chain link fence still exists. 
 
Ms. Ellis replied that it has been taken down.  
 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the boards along the wire fencing and the picket fence will be painted.  
 
Ms. Ellis replied that it will be painted. She asked if there are any time stipulations on when the fence 
must be painted. 
 
Commissioner Horner replied that she will have one (1) year to begin the work. 
 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey              4 
NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT: Langseth, McSwain                 2 
 
4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 18, 2022. 
 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:27 p.m. 
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