
Lynchburg Electoral Board Meeting 

September 9, 2021 

 

Meeting Held GLTC Conference Room 

800 Kemper Street 

 

Members present:  

  David B. Neumeyer, Chair 

  Carolyn Sherayko, Vice Chair,  

  John W. Cobbs, Secretary 

 

Others present:   

Christine Gibbons, General Registrar 

Kim Conner, Deputy Registrar 

Jeff Rosner, Lynchburg Democratic Party Authorized Representative 

Eric Harrison, Lynchburg Republican Party Chair 

Tammy Alexander, State Department of Elections, taking part from Richmond, 

Virginia 

      

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Neumeyer at 4:10 p.m. 

Approval of the minutes and agenda  

Approval of August 30, 2021 City of Lynchburg Electoral Board Minutes, with amendments. 

Approval of September 9, 2021 Electoral Board Meeting Agenda as proposed.  Motion made by 

John Cobbs, Secretary. Seconded by Carolyn Sherayko, Vice Chair.  Motion approved 

unanimously 

Citizen Comments 

 No public comments 

 

Registrar’s Report 

 

Updates from previous Registrar’s Report 

1. The new electronic Pollbooks are not ready for use during the November 2 election. 

The pollbooks still need to be configured. There is a possibility to utilize them for 

early voting.  The electoral board suggested since early voting is starting soon, not to 



change how voters will be checked in and not to use the new equipment until more 

training has occurred.   

2. Training election officials- Kim Conner, the Deputy Registrar has been attempting to 

reserve space for use during the Chief and Assistant Chief Training. The Public 

Library conference room has a limit of less than 20 people and the IT Conference 

room is not available. The Electoral Board decided for all training to be on Zoom due 

to COVID-19.    

3. Background Checks have been completed for staff working during early voting. 

Christine Gibbons, General Registrar, will continue to work on the email to 3rd party   

requesting information on background checks for their personnel.  The General 

Registrar requested funds for background checks during the First Quarter Carry Over 

Budget Request timeframe.  Information on whether the funding will be available will 

occur after the September 28 City Council meeting.  

4. The editing of the approved Computer Security and Systems Policy is complete.    

 

Precinct Assignments   

Kim Conner, Deputy Registrar will have a draft precinct assignment completed for the October 7 

electoral board meeting.  

Sample ballots 

Sample ballots are available at the office in paper form. Christine Gibbons, General Registrar 

will have the sample ballot on the website. 

Upcoming Meetings 

There is an upcoming meeting with James Finney, Supervisory Protective Security Advisor on 

Tuesday September 28 from 9-noon.   

The new city manager will attend the upcoming electoral board meeting on October 7 4:00 p.m.  

where he will be able to meet the board and staff members.  

Old Business 

Early Voting Sunday Opening 

Christine Gibbons, General Registrar shared with those present the findings from the Survey 

Monkey completed by community members requesting how the Office of the Registrar can best 

serve the voters during the absentee timeframe to address Sunday Voting.  The survey was 

completed by 539 citizens.  Voters were not likely to utilize Sunday Voting. However, voters 

were more likely to vote during extended hours Monday through Friday.  Mr. Neumeyer asked 

Mr. Cobbs and Ms. Sherayko for their comments on Sunday voting; they both indicated they 

were not in favor of it.  Mr, Neumeyer then stated that because one board member, himself, was 



in favor of trying Sunday voting and two were not, there was not a majority in favor of it, and a 

vote was not needed because the board was accepting without change the schedule proposed by 

the registrar. In response to a suggestion by the registrar, board members commented in favor of 

extended voting hours from October 25 through October 28. Christine Gibbons, General 

Registrar will contact the City’s Communication and Public Engagement Office on how best to 

notify citizens for the extended hours.  

 

New Business: 

 

Tammy Alexander-Campaign Finance Coordinator State Department of Elections 

Tammy Alexander joined the meeting by Zoom in order to give information and training on best 

practices for Campaign Finance protocols.  Tammy Alexander confirmed that the general 

registrar has oversight over local candidates and must send out notices to fine candidates or 

campaigns with late and incomplete filings.  Tammy Alexander suggested that candidates and 

campaigns read and be familiar with the Campaign Finance Laws and Policies found on the State 

Department of Elections website at https://www.elections.virginia.gov/candidatepac-

info/regulation-and-policies/. 

Update Electoral Board Candidate Finance Reporting Procedures from July 25, 2013 

Electoral Board Meeting Minutes 

All candidates and campaigns must use COMET for their campaign finance. COMET sends 

reminders candidates treasurers when a campaign finance filing is due.  A motion was made to 

rescind the statement on July 25, 2013 requiring the Registrar to mail out a Campaign Finance 

Filing Deadline reminder.  Motion made by John Cobbs, Secretary. Seconded by Carolyn 

Sherayko, Vice Chair.  Motion approved unanimously 

Absentee Voting and Third-Party Mailings 

Eric Harrison, Lynchburg Republican Chair, requested information several questions regarding 

absentee voting. When will absentee ballots begin to be mailed out? The Office of the Registrar 

has begun that process and all ballots on the new permanent mailing list will be mailed out by 

September 17.  Are any ballots being mailed out unsolicited simply because the person requested 

one last time around or are people having to make a new specific request this time before they 

are sent a ballot? No ballots are being mailed out unsolicited. Christine Gibbons, General 

Registrar explained that a new law went into effect that moved all annual vote by mail 

applications to a permanent mailing list.  This change occurred July 1, 2021.  An application 

must be on file before a ballot is mailed out.  Several 3rd party mailings of the vote by mail 

application were sent to voters.  These mailings were not on behalf of the Office of the Registrar 

or The State Department of Elections. Voters can also opt out of these mailings by emailing the 



3rd party and asking to opt out. This information can be found on the bottom of the 3rd party 

mailing.  

 

 

Party Abbreviations on ballot, no party listed on ballot next to Constitutional Officers, gun 

prohibition in precincts.  

The ballot for this election has party abbreviations that voters may be unfamiliar with.  An 

explanation of each of the abbreviations will be posted in the ballot marking booths on election 

day and in the early voting booths. A copy of the explanations has been provided to each of the 

party chairs.  The ballot for this election also does not list the party next to the names of each of 

the Constitutional Officers.  No party listed is according to the ballot standards set by the State 

Department of Election.   A “guns prohibited” sign will be posted in the precincts. New law 

taken effect July 1, 2021 makes it unlawful to carry a gun into the polling location. This also 

includes early voting at the Registrar’s Office during the 45-day absentee time period.  Christine 

Gibbons, General Registrar to contact Joann Martin, Communication and Public Engagement 

with the city to determine how to communicate with voters “guns prohibited’ in the polling 

locations. Additionally, the General Registrar is to contact Ryan Zuidema, City of Lynchburg 

Police Chief, to inform him of the gun prohibition as well as to inquire how to respond despite 

the statute if a voter brings a gun to the polling location.  

 

Other business:  

Jeff Rosner, Lynchburg Democratic authorized representative inquired if Voter Registration 

Forms dated from 2019 will be acceptable.  Christine Gibbons, General Registrar, responded in 

the affirmative.  

There being no further business, Mr. Neumeyer adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.  

Next meeting Date: September 28, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

John W. Cobbs, Secretary 

Electoral Board 

City of Lynchburg 


