
CHIEF’S CORNER
Discovering What We Are
I recently had the opportunity 
to a  end the Commonwealth 
Games and listen to the 

keynote speaker, An  one Craig, who is a 
blind track and fi eld para-olympian. As a 
component of him telling his story, he said 
something that resonated with me; “who 
you are isn’t as important as what you 
are.” Let’s face it, this phrase isn’t new. For 
many years philosophers and speakers have 
used this phrase in various contexts and 
programs. There is a signifi cant amount 
of informa  on to unpack here as you can 
imagine. The nuances of our lives are in 
constant mo  on and we are infl uenced 
daily through our interac  on with the 
public and each other. In this situa  on, 
An  one was sharing with young athletes 
the importance of developing themselves 
because prior to being blind, he only knew 
who he was but not what he was.  His 
becoming blind had caused him to re-
think the “what.”  He knew he was s  ll 
An  one; however, he was not prepared 
to understand what he was. He went on 
to share that his blindness in and of itself 
didn’t defi ne what he was. It was how he 
addressed the blindness and the work 
he did to achieve a posi  ve mindset that 
shaped what he was. I am not sure that 
his point was that you won’t understand 
what you are un  l there is tragedy or 
circumstance. I think the point he was 
making was that we should all be working 
on what we are throughout our life. A  er 
all, in most cases, people know who we are, 
but maybe we just wait un  l it is too late to 
understand what we are.

So how do we discover what we are? We 
do this through experiences we have.  
Some  mes, our experiences are more 
profound and pronounced like sudden 
blindness in An  one’s case. Some  mes 
our experiences are a series of more 
minor elements that provide guidance 
about our purpose. Think about how your 
experiences in the fi re sta  on or emergency 
scenes have made you what you are. These 
experiences have taught you something 
about yourself as a person and shaped 
you as a leader and public servant. There 
is a challenge here, An  one men  oned 
that while it is easy to introduce yourself 
to someone, and that’s how they know 
who you are, it is more diffi  cult to discover 
what you are. This is very similar to the 
diff erences between being extroverted and 
introverted. Many of us are introverted and 
only project extroversion when necessary 
like at a community event for example. 
However, there is no correla  on that I can 
fi nd that iden  fi es extroverted people as 
having more understanding of what they 
are and introverted people having more 
understanding of who they are. This is why 
I have men  oned before about defi ning 
moments, which is part of what An  one 
was speaking about.  

There are moments in our lives that defi ne 
who we are, they come faster and are 
easier to understand than the moments in 
our lives that defi ne what we are. 

Remember to be the public servant you 
would want responding to your home.  

   Tex
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20th ANNIVERSARY 
OF SEPTEMBER 11th

A ceremony will be held 
on September 10, 2021 
at noon at Monument 
Terrace to honor those 
who were killed on 
September 11, 2001.

The ceremony is hosted 
by the Troops Rally and 
the Lynchburg Fire and 
Police Departments.  It 
will include speakers, 
music, tolling of the 
bell, a moment of 
silence, and bagpipers.

We hope you will make 
plans to a  end.
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DEPARTMENT WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
by: Deputy Chief Jonathan Wright
We are excited to welcome the following 
new members to the Lynchburg Fire 
Department on August 4, 2021. They are 
joining the department as experienced providers. 

SAFETY CORNER
Ini  a  ve 9 — Fatality, Near-Miss Inves  ga  on
by: Captain Jennifer Collins, Health & Safety Offi  cer
The intent of the ninth ini  a  ve is for us to learn from 
our mistakes by thoroughly inves  ga  ng every near-miss, 
injury or fatality. NFPA reports on fi refi ghter fatali  es 
each year, but we don’t hear of all the injuries or near-
misses that occurred. Firefi ghternearmiss.com is a website 
dedicated to the repor  ng and learning from incidents that 
all fi re departments have faced.  

We want to prevent injuries fi rst and foremost, but I’m 
not going to review how we have learned the proper way 
to climb a ladder safely, or how you should always wear 
proper eye and ear protec  on when opera  ng power 
tools. Remember your training and learn from your own 
mistakes so that you can hold the others working with you 
accountable.   

The area we could probably work on the most is our own 
near-miss repor  ng. So, a  er you learn from your own 
mistakes, share those experiences with other fi refi ghters.  
One of the things I do as the Health and Safety Offi  cer 
is to inves  gate further on any incidents or injuries that 
could have been prevented. With that inves  ga  on, I look 
for any defec  ve equipment or any safety aspect that 
caused the problem, how it can be fi xed, and then decide 
if we need any training to prevent the same thing from 
happening again. This is something that everyone can do 
within your individual sta  on and company. However, the 
more people we can share the informa  on with, the more 
benefi t it will be to everyone.  

If you would like more informa  on on Ini  a  ve 9 of 
the 16 Firefi ghter Life Safety Ini  a  ves, visit www.
everyonegoeshome.com 

CONGRATULATIONS
— Congratula  ons to Captain Sco   Kelly who re  red 
 August 1, 2021 with 25 years of service. Thank you 
 for your service and best wishes in your re  rement.

— Congratula  ons to Firefi ghter Joe Wa  s and his wife 
 Nicole on the birth of their daughter, Brynn Rylee. 
 She was born on July 2nd and weighed 6 lbs. 14 oz.

— Congratula  ons to Captain Adam Morton and his 
 wife Kelsey on the birth of their daughter, Charlo  e 

Reese. She was born on July 2nd and weighed 8 lbs. 6 oz.

FAREWELL
— Farewell to Firefi ghter Jus  n Cheatham who has 
 resigned to pursue another opportunity. We 
 thank him for his service and wish him well in his 
 future endeavors.

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
The following members are celebra  ng their 
anniversary with the Lynchburg Fire Department 
this month.

Frankie Campbell 33 years
 Robert Hamilton 33 years
 Sco   Kelly 25 years
 Earl Copes 21 years
 Steven Evans 15 years
 Todd Glass 14 years
 Eric Maschal 14 years
 Jamie Maxwell 14 years
 Marty Misjuns 14 years
 Jeremy Pillow 14 years
 Charlie Shealy 14 years
 Mary Shumate 14 years
 Brian Younger 14 years
 Brandon Bergeron  6 years 
 Blake Douglas  6 years
 Frankie Fowler  6 years
 Ashley Howard  6 years
 Peter Keller  6 years
 Chris Mabes  6 years
 Aaron Reeves  6 years
 Joseph Wa  s  6 years

Sean WoodJacob OverstreetLogan Harless


