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Wilson Language Training – Foundations and Just Words 

 
 

LCS undertook a traditional textbook adoption process which was nearing 

completion in March 2020. It was an extensive process, which included more 

than a year long process of reviewing various textbook options, all of which were 

on the Department of Education’s state approved textbook list. Prior to finalizing 

textbook adoption, the COVID-19 pandemic hit and the adoption was put on 

hold.  

LCS shifted its focus from traditional educational materials to Return to Learn 

protocols to better address students’ needs post pandemic shutdown. There were 

committees that studied our student data and we also hired a literacy specialist to 

focus on specific needs. While analyzing the data in October 2020, there was a 

major concern raised that traditional materials would no longer provide what 

our students needed, and a more intense program was necessary.    

The committee determined that Wilson Language Training, typically used as 

Tier II intervention programs, would be most beneficial for the entire K-5 
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population. Wilson Language Training's program, Foundations and Just Words, 

complement LCS’s multi-year initiative for instructional staff to receive Orton 

Gillingham (OG) training.  The program selection offers materials in line with 

the evidence-based approach to reading that many of LCS teachers are trained 

in through OG.  Teachers will implement what they are being trained which is 

ideal for our instructional model.  While there are other programs that offer a 

multi-sensory approach to reading instruction, Wilson offers the only approach 

grounded in the science and research used for Orton Gillingham and therefore 

intend to move forward with the purchase of materials in the amount of 

$768,202.09 which is five years of materials. 
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