
 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 
 

 
To:    Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 
From:   Anne Leslie Nygaard, AICP  

Secretary to the HPC 
 
Date:  October 9, 2018 
 
Subject:  2904 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

 
 

Porches on the sides and rear of dwellings may be enclosed when not visible from the street and if the 
height and shape of the porch roof is maintained per the Residential Design Review Guidelines. These 
porches are visible from a side street, but not the main street which the historic district is centered. More 
information on how the porches would be enclosed is important to know. I believe the petitioner plans to 
match that of the neighbor at 2900 Rivermont Avenue.  The neighbor’s enclosed porch was approved in a 
COA in 2004, prior to the adoption of the current guidelines. 
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14.  PORCHES 

POLICY: 

 

Porches are one of the most important defining characteristics of pre-1955 
residences. Original porches should be repaired and maintained. Porches on the 
fronts of residences should not be enclosed with wood or glass panels although the 
screening of porches on the fronts of residences may be considered. If replacement 
of porch elements is required, use materials to closely match original or historic 
components. If the original porch is missing, construct a new porch based upon 
photographic or physical evidence, or base the design upon historic porches of 
district buildings built at the same period and in a similar architectural style. In some 
cases turn of the century dwellings had their original porches removed and replaced 
with a later style/period porch. These porches reflect the building’s historical 
evolution and may be significant features in their own right.     

Porches:  

A. on front and side facades should be maintained in their original configuration and 
with original materials and detailing. Porches should not be removed if original. 
Where original porches have already been removed and a subsequent generation 
porch exists, removal of the current generation porch and restoration to the 
original style may be considered based on the condition of the current porch, 
photographic or architectural evidence of the original porch and any historical 
significance that may be attributed to the current porch. 

B. and their details should be retained intact with repair work and replacement of 
missing parts, such as columns, posts, railings, balusters, decorative molding and 
trimwork, to match the original in design, materials, scale, and placement. 

C. on the fronts of dwellings should not be enclosed. 

D. on the rear and sides of dwellings may be enclosed when not visible from the 
street and if the height and shape of the porch roof is maintained.  

E. of wood should have wood steps, not brick or concrete steps. 

F. of brick, concrete or tile may have similar materials used for rebuilding front steps 
and stairs if needed. The use of pre-cast concrete steps for front porches is not 
appropriate.  

G. may be screened if the structural framework for the screen panels is minimal and 
the open appearance of the porch is maintained. Wood framing for the screen 
panels is preferred, however, anodized or baked enamel aluminum frames are 
also acceptable. The use of "raw" or milled aluminum framing is not appropriate. 
Limited use of lattice panels for privacy may also be acceptable. See Section 18 
for additional discussion.    
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H. may have trellises of wood for plants if desired.   

I.  of wood on the primary façade should have wood tongue and groove flooring 
running perpendicular to the facade. The use of composite or synthetic materials 
matching both dimensions and profile of traditional tongue and groove porch 
flooring can be considered for porch floors when painted.   

Cast iron porch at 307 Washington Street. 

 

Doric porch columns at 822 Federal 
Street.  

 

 

Italianate style porch at 917 Federal Street 
with square columns and eave brackets. 

 

 

Queen Anne style porch with milled 
columns and wood shingle railing at 1456 
Rivermont Avenue.  
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 Tapered Craftsman style porch columns at 
1314 Clay Street. 

 

Colonial Revival style porch at 3116 
Rivermont Avenue with Corinthian 
columns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Porches should be rebuilt based on 
physical or photographic evidence. If no 
such evidence exists base the design from 
similar architectural styles in the district 
(310 Madison Street). 

 

 
Wood porch floors should be repaired with 
floorboards to match the original. 

 



Certificate	of	Appropriateness	(COA)
City	of	Lynchburg

	Submitted	On:
September	28th,	2018	@	2:01pm

Email cmbecerra77@gmail.com

Nature	of	Request	(check	all	that
apply)

Alteration

Property	Address	(only	street
address	required)

2904	Rivermont	Ave
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Parcel	ID	Number

Choose	a	District Rivermont	Avenue

Property	Owner	Name Mauricio	Becerra

Property	Owner	Address 2904	Rivermont	Ave
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Property	Owner	Phone 4348514664

Property	Owner	Email mbtileinc@gmail.com

I	understand	that	submission	of
this	application	authorizes	the
entry	onto	the	property	by	the
Historic	Preservation
Commission,	City	Staff	and	City
Council	during	the	normal
discharge	of	their	duties	in
regard	to	this	application.

Yes

The	applicant	is	the: Owner

Petitioner	Name Mauricio	Becerra

Petitioner	Address 2904	Rivermont	Ave
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Petitioner	Phone 4348514664

Petitioner	Email mbtileinc@gmail.com



Signature	Data First	Name:	Mauricio
Last	Name:	Becerra
Email	Address:	mbtileinc@gmail.com

Signed	at:	09/28/2018	11:21AM

Representative	Name

Firm	Name

Address

Phone

Email

Please	give	a	detailed	description
and	justification	for	the
alteration,	demolition	or	new
construction:	(this	form	must	be
accompanied	by	the	necessary
drawings,	material	samples,
photographs,	plans	and	other
materials	appropriate	to	the
request.	Failure	to	provide
supporting	documentation	will
result	in	the	request	not	being
scheduled	for	review	by	the	HPC)

I	am	requesting	the	board	for	permission	to	enclose	my	rear	porches	as	they	are	open	and
exposed	to	the	elements.	Over	the	last	century	they	have	suffered	rot	from	weather	and	due	to
disrepair	from	previous	owners,	the	wood	of	the	trim,	columns,	flooring,	railings	are	too	far	gone
to	salvage.	At	this	time	we	are	faced	with	demolition	of	both	porches	and	the	task	to	rebuilding
them	so	we	have	decided	to	do	the	same	thing	our	neighbors	did	with	their	property	and	enclose
the	porches	so	that	weather	wont	affect	them	in	the	future	and	provide	the	dewling	with	two
large	finished	spaces.

Indicate	what	supporting
documentation	is	being	provided:

Photographs

Upload	File(s) https://seam.ly/d7hUrQEy

Will	there	be	a	problem
completing	the	work	within
twenty-four	(24)	months?

No

If	yes,	please	explain	why	work
cannot	be	completed	in	twenty-
four	(24)	months.
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