
To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

From: Eve Mergenthaler 
Planner I 

Date: March 14, 2022 

Subject:  860 Victoria Avenue Staff Finding 

Siding: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that siding of wood, stucco, concrete 
block, and brick exteriors original to a building should be repaired. Original siding materials 
should be replaced only where necessary. Siding of wood on front and side elevations facing or 
visible from a street which is deteriorated should be repaired or replaced with wood siding to 
match the original. Synthetic or substitute materials which effectively replicate the texture and 
appearance of wood will be considered for siding replacement of horizontal/clapboard siding for 
rear or side elevations. Siding of synthetic or substitute materials such as vinyl or aluminum over 
original wood siding is not appropriate and their use will not be approved except to repair 
existing in-kind siding or on nonconforming structures.  

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Seth Jordan is petitioning to do the following at 860 Victoria Ave: 

1. Replace wood siding with Ply Gem Mastic vinyl siding. 
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21.  SIDING  

POLICY:  

Exterior siding materials such as weatherboard, clapboard, shingles and board and batten 
cladding are essential components defining a building's architectural character. The 
concealment of original siding with vinyl, aluminum, or other synthetic sidings will not be 
approved. These siding materials do not successfully imitate the original siding dimensions 
or texture and there are potential structural problems inherent in the use of these materials 
on historic buildings. These materials may also not be cost effective compared to 
continued maintenance and painting of the original siding.  

Siding:  

A. of wood, stucco, concrete block, and brick exteriors original to a building should be 
repaired. Original siding materials should be replaced only where necessary.   

B. of shingles original to the building should be repaired rather than replaced. If 
replacement is necessary due to deterioration, the new shingles should match the 
original in size, placement, and design.  

C. of wood on front and side elevations facing or visible from a street which is deteriorated 
should be repaired or replaced with wood siding to match the original. Synthetic or 
substitute materials which effectively replicate the texture and appearance of wood (i.e. 
fiber-cement (hardiplank) will be considered for siding replacement of 
horizontal/clapboard siding for rear or side elevations.  

D. previously added to a historic building such as aluminum, asbestos, and vinyl are not 
compatible materials and their removal and the restoration of the original wood siding is 
highly encouraged.  

E. of synthetic or substitute materials such as vinyl or aluminum over original wood siding 
is not appropriate and their use will not be approved except to repair existing in-kind 
siding or on nonconforming structures.  .  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Siding materials such as wood shingles and weatherboard should be preserved and 
maintained (1407 Harrison Street). 
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Original siding should be repaired and 
repainted as necessary (503 
Washington Street).  

 

 
 

 

Wood Siding 

Vinyl or synthetic siding 

 

Hidden cracks 
and deterioration 

Potential area for 
condensation 

 
Original wood siding at 1000 Harrison Street.  

Wood deterioration can be accelerated by 
the application of synthetic sidings. 

Exterior materials such as stucco should be repaired as 
needed and preserved (2312 Rivermont Avenue).  
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Concrete block in rock-faced and ashlar finishes was also used in Lynchburg’s historic districts in 
the early 20th century (2450 Rivermont Avenue).    
 








