
To: 

From: 

Date: 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

Eve Mergenthaler 
Planner I 

February 18, 2022

Subject:  1370 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

Brickwork and Masonry: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that the key to brick 
and mortar preservation is to keep out water. Painting or sealing brick exteriors should be 
avoided in that old brick walls were designed to breathe and let moisture pass in and out. Such 
coating applications can result in moisture being captured within the walls and accelerating 
deterioration of the wall, particularly the mortar. Brickwork and masonry that has never been 
painted should not be painted unless the exterior is extremely mismatched from earlier repairs 
or patching.  

The guidelines are not specific regarding limewashing. 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 

shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Samuel Horochowski of HP Reinvest, LLC is petitioning to do the following at 1370 Rivermont Ave: 

1. Limewash the brick exterior with ROMABIO classic limewash. 









Examples of Limewashed Houses 
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3. BRICKWORK AND MASONRY

POLICY: 

Many of Lynchburg's buildings have brick or masonry (stone) exteriors. Brick can 
last indefinitely if it is well maintained. The key to brick and mortar preservation is 
to keep out water and continue to use a soft mortar when repair is needed. 
Abrasive cleaning such as sandblasting erodes the skin of the brick and will not be 
approved. Low pressure cleaning like using a garden hose and the use of soft 
mortar mixes are best for Lynchburg’s brick buildings. 

Painting or sealing brick exteriors should be avoided in that old brick walls were 
designed to breathe and let moisture pass in and out.  Such coating applications 
can result in moisture being captured within the walls and accelerating 
deterioration of the wall, particularly the mortar. 

Stone exteriors, foundations, and other features are integral to a dwelling's 
character and should be preserved and maintained. Stone retaining walls, gate 
posts, and other original landscape features should also be preserved and 
maintained. 

Brickwork and Masonry: 

A. materials original to the building should be preserved and maintained.

B. should never be sandblasted or subjected to any kind of abrasive cleaning.

C. should never be cleaned with high pressure water which exceeds 600 pounds
per square inch.

D. should be cleaned with detergent cleansers if needed. If brick or stone walls have
bad stains, graffiti or loose paint it is fine to use chemical stain and paint
removers. Chemical cleaning can be tricky and messy so professional help is
advised for these kinds of jobs. If chemical cleaners or paint removers are used
on brick or stone, always conduct a small test patch first on an inconspicuous part
of the building to determine the effects of the chemicals.

E. should be cleaned only when necessary to remove bad stains or paint build up. If
there are only a few small stains or a little dirt on the walls it may be best to leave
it alone. Avoid putting water or chemicals into walls whenever possible.

F. should not be treated with water-repellent coatings unless repairs and remedies
such as providing adequate drainage off of and away from the building have
failed to stop water penetration problems.

G. should not be covered with silicone-based water sealants. Water sealants can
trap water on the interior of the building and damage the inside walls.

H. that has never been painted should not be painted unless the exterior is
extremely mismatched from earlier repairs or patching. Previously sandblasted
brick or brick that is in poor condition may be painted to provide a sealing coat.
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Paint removal should not be done if the paint is firmly adhered to, and therefore 
protecting, the brick or stone surface. 

I. should not be stuccoed. 

J. repairs should be done carefully to match the original brickwork and mortar, using 
hand tools, not electric power saws, to remove mortar. 

K. repointing (fixing the mortar between the bricks) should match the original brick  
or stone and mortar regarding width, depth, color, raking profile, composition, and 
texture. 

L. repointing should never be done with Portland cement or other hard mortars but 
with soft mortars to match the original composition. If the original composition 
can't be determined, use a historic compound such as one part lime and two parts 
sand.   

M. features that are missing may be replaced with other brick or stone to match. 
Salvage companies may have molded or decorative bricks to match those 
missing on a building.  

Flemish bond brick wall at 720 Court Street. 
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Hard mortars do not allow brick to expand 
and contract… 

 

 

 

…leading to cracking and spalling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abrasive cleaning such as 
sandblasting removes the exterior 
crust of the brick (top left) and 
exposes the soft inner core 
(bottom right).  

 

 

 

 Masonry should be cleaned with water 
and detergents or chemicals (818 Court 
Street). 



Email hpreinvest@gmail.comas

Property Address (only street address 
required) 

Street Address: 1370 Rivermont Ave 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24503 

Parcel ID Number (found at this link: 
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx) 

022070

Choose a District Rivermont Avenue

Property Owner Name HP REINVEST LLC

Property Owner Address Street Address: 622 Pierce St 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24501 

Property Owner Phone 3013315427

Property Owner Email hpreinvest@gmail.com

I understand that submission of this 
application authorizes the entry onto the 
property by the Historic Preservation 
Commission, City Staff and City Council 
during the normal discharge of their duties in 
regard to this application. 

Yes 

The applicant is the: Owner 

Petitioner Name Samuel Horochowski

Petitioner Address Street Address: 622 Pierce St 
City: Lynchburg 
State: VA 
Zip: 24501 

Petitioner Phone 3013315427

Petitioner Email hpreinvest@gmail.com

Signature Data First Name: Samuel 
Last Name: Horochowski 
Email Address: hpreinvest@gmail.com 

 
Signed at: January 26, 2022 9:50am America/New_York 

Representative Name 

Firm Name 

Street Address: 622 Pierce St 
City: Lynchburg 

Address 

Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)

Community Development Historic Preservation
Submitted On: Jan 26, 2022, 10:26AM EST



State: VA 
Zip: 24501 

Phone 3013315427

Email 

Who should we email the COA to? Property Owner

Please give a detailed description and 
justification for the alteration, demolition or 
new construction: (this form must be 
accompanied by the necessary drawings, 
material samples, photographs, plans and 
other materials appropriate to the request. 
Failure to provide supporting documentation 
will result in the request not being scheduled 
for review by the HPC) 

We are requesting to treat the existing brick facade with a natural limewash finish to white-
wash the appearance of the exterior brick and add protection. This process is a natural 
limestone based paint which penetrates the brick giving it a white, chalky finish which 
becomes integrated into the brick itself rather than acting as a top coat (like paint) which will 
eventually wear off and need maintenance. We are requesting this due to a number of brick 
patches and repairs on the exterior which will be difficult to match seamlessly with the original 
brick. This will also give the home fresh curb appeal while maintaining a historic appearance.

Nature of Request (check all that apply) Exterior Alteration 

Indicate what supporting documentation is 
being provided: 

Photographs 

Will there be a problem completing the work 
within twenty-four (24) months? 

No

If yes, please explain why work cannot be 
completed in twenty-four (24) months. 


