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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of January 24, 2022 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Michael Erquiaga  

Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair 
Emmett Lifsey 

Christopher McSwain, Chair 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Julie Arrington 

Tracey Langseth 

Dr. Jonathan Shipe 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Anna Davidson, Planning 

Technician; and the public.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Lifsey, and passed by a unanimous vote. 
 

2.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Kipp Bergum to construct a 

shed at 215 F Street. (HPC2112-0002) 
 

Mr. Kipp Bergum was present to represent the application. He would like to construct a shed built of 
rough sawn lumber. 

 

Commissioner Horner asked if the shed will be on Cabell Street.  
 

Mr. Bergum replied yes. 
 

Commissioner Horner stated that there is not enough information to make a decision. 
 

Mr. Bergum asked what clarification he can give on the plan.  

 
Commissioner Horner asked where exactly the shed will be and noted that its proposed location is in a 

prominent location. 
 

Mr. Bergum replied that it will be five (5) feet off of one side and six (6) feet off of the corner.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that it will be on the back corner of the property not on Cabell Street. 

 
Commissioner Horner noted that there is no room for the shed to go elsewhere on the property. 

 
Mr. Bergum stated that he is open to any design that the Commission approves of. He noted that all 

sheds built in the era of the house were built with rough sawn lumber.   
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Commissioner Lifsey asked if the siding will be rough sawn lap siding. 

 
Mr. Bergum replied it will be vertical with oak beams.  

 

Commissioner Horner asked if he had any plans to shield the view of the shed from Cabell Street. 
 

Mr. Bergum replied no and noted that there is vegetation that will act as a shield from viewing the shed 
from Cabell Street.  

 
Chair McSwain asked if it is underneath the tree in the back corner of the lot. 

 

Mr. Bergum replied he cut those trees down. He stated he can rotate the shed.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked what materials will be used for the roof.  
 

Mr. Bergum replied standing seam metal. 

 
Commissioner Horner stated she was concerned about the location of the shed and would like to see 

more than a rough sketch. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey noted that the shed will be seen from Cabell Street and asked if the orientation will 
matter.  

 

Commissioner Horner replied that it will. She asked if the lumber in the back of the lot will be used for 
the shed.   

 
Mr. Bergum replied yes. He asked if the Commission suggests he get an architect to draw the plans. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey noted that the concern is the location.  
 

Chair McSwain asked where the Commission recommends the shed be placed based on the aerial view of 
the property.  

 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated it was in the least intrusive location of the property.  
 

Mr. Bergum stated he can rotate the shed so that the profile is shielded from Cabell Street. 
 

Commissioner Horner replied that will be more acceptable.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted with the 

stipulation that the shed face Cabell Street and be parallel to the back-property line. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain             4 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT: Arrington, Langseth, Shipe                3 

 
b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Josh Standeven to change 

the material of an existing retaining wall at 618 Pearl Street. (HPC2201-0002) 
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Mr. Josh Standeven was present to represent the application. He is requesting permission to reconstruct 
the retaining wall to the left of the house. The trees and shrubs will be removed as the roots are growing 

underneath the foundation. He would like to dig out the dirt, reseal the foundation, and put a block stone 
retaining wall back.  

 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated he was concerned that they will be replacing the stone with something 
more modern in appearance.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated to reuse the existing stone, it would need a back up to hold it. 

 
Commissioner Horner asked what kind of back up can they have.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that concrete can be used. He noted that there are a number of alternative 
stones in the application. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated an irregular layout will be more appropriate. 

 

Chair McSwain stated the proposed stone will be more stable than what is currently in place.   
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that the 
materials used match the submitted photograph. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 

Horner and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain             4 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: Arrington, Langseth, Shipe                3 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Alexcia Lenis to install a 

fence in the rear at 911 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2112-0005) 
 

Mr. Jaacquelin Junior Lenis was present to represent this application. He would like to add a privacy fence 
at the back of the property. The trees in the back of the property were removed, which allows a direct 

view into the home. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification that the fence will be installed on the perimeter of both 

Belmont and J Street, in the area circled in yellow in the application. 
 

Mr. Lenis replied yes. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if there are any issues with the Zoning Ordinance for fence height.  

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that the maximum height allowed by the Zoning Ordinance is four (4) feet. 

 
Mr. Lenis noted that a four (4) foot fence will not be helpful. 

 

Chair McSwain asked what the height of the retaining wall at the edge of the property is. 
 

Mr. Lenis replied approximately three (3) feet.  
 

Commissioner Horner asked for clarification that the commission cannot approve a six (6) foot fence. 
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Ms. Mergenthaler responded that the maximum height that the Commission can approve is a four (4) foot 
fence. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that the request for a taller fence is a zoning matter and asked if Ms. 

Mergenthaler can put Mr. Lenis in touch with the Zoning Administrator to discuss the possibility of a six 

(6) foot fence.  
 

Ms. Mergenthaler replied she will give Mr. Lenis the contact information.  
 

Chair McSwain stated that the Commission may make a conditional motion.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the design of the fence is permissible. 

 
Chair McSwain responded that dog eared fencing is acceptable but “stockade” fencing is not. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application for a four (4) foot tall, wooden 

fence with the condition that the fence may be six (6) feet tall if permissible through the 

Zoning Division.   
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked how the fence will be finished.  
 

Mr. Lenis replied he will keep the original color of the wood and stain it. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked what the guidelines dictate in terms of color.  

 
Ms. Mergenthaler read from the guidelines, which state that fences should be stained or painted to blend 

with the building. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked what color the house is painted. 

 
Mr. Lenis replied it is a peacock blue color.  

 
Chair McSwain noted that the accent eaves are cedar shakes so a stained fence may blend in with them. 

 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain             4 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT: Arrington, Langseth, Shipe                3 

 

4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for February 28, 2022. 

 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 

 
 

               
                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                                      Chair 


