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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of November 15, 2021 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Julie Arrington 

Michael Erquiaga 
Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair 

Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey 

Christopher McSwain, Chair 
Dr. Jonathan Shipe 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; and the public.  

 

ROLL CALL: 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   

 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to accept the consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous 

vote. 

 
2.   NEW BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Cordelia Chandler to change 

roof material for a previously approved canopy at 505 Washington St. (HPC2110-

0017) 
 

Mr. Dennis Newton was present to represent the application. A Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) was 
previously approved to install a canopy with a metal roof over the basement door. Mr. Newton is 

petitioning to change the roof material from metal to artificial slate. The canopy has been built but the 

roof has not been installed. The proposed artificial slate is close in appearance to that of the house and is 
the same material used on the garden shed roof. Mr. Newton provided a sample of the artificial slate with 

a six-inch reveal as well as a seven-inch reveal. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if a six-inch reveal will be used.  
 

Mr. Newton replied yes. 

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Delores Fowler of Diamond 
Hill Baptist Church to replace the parsonage siding at 1419 Grace St. (HPC2110-0015) 
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Ms. Dolores Fowler was present to represent the application. Ms. Fowler stated all the necessary 
information was given to the Secretary of the Historic Preservation Commission for review. 

 
Commissioner Shipe asked if the current wood will be replaced with hardie-plank. 

 

Ms. Fowler stated there has been some confusion on whether or not they could do this but it would just 
be on the back of the building. 

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler clarified that it will also be the front dormers as well. She noted hardie-plank was 

removed but there are no Certificates of Approval (COAs) for replacing with hardie-plank. It is unclear 
when this transition occurred but according to the Department of Historic Resources (DHR) files, wood is 

original.  

 
Chair McSwain clarified that it is unknown when the change was made in materials but there was hardie-

plank on the house. 
 

Ms. Fowler stated she has been at Diamond Hill Baptist Church for 50 years and does not remember any 

specific time construction was done. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if the dark area around the window would be painted white. 
 

Ms. Mergenthaler noted that the picture being referenced is after the siding had been removed and white 
is the original color. 

 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Shipe. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification on what materials will be used as the submitted picture 

contained several.  

 
Ms. Fowler replied hardie-board.  

 
Commissioner Langseth clarified which boards will be used in the photo. 

 

The motion to approve passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Pastor Mack Johnson of 
Immanuel Christian Church to replace a sign at 1018 Rivermont Ave. (HPC2110-0022) 

 
Pastor Mack Johnson was present to represent the application. A new and larger sign is being proposed 

to replace the existing sign.  

 
Commissioner Shipe asked which measurement given in the application was the correct measurement as 

there were two (2) different proposed measurements. 
 

Pastor Johnson replied 66” x 40”.  
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated that per the Zoning Ordinance the original sign proposed was too large.  
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Commissioner Shipe asked how it will be mounted. 

 
Pastor Johnson stated that it will be mounted with metal pegs and screws. 

 

Commissioner Langseth asked for clarification if there was a sign there currently. 
 

Pastor Johnson showed in the photo what is currently there. 
 

Commissioner Langseth asked for clarification on how the sign will be mounted. 
 

Pastor Johnson stated metal pegs and screws. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Karyn Ellis to add balusters and 
a handrail to the front porch stairs at 209 E St. (HPC2110-0020) 

 

Ms. Karyn Ellis was present to represent the application. A rail with balusters is required for home owner’s 
insurance purposes. She proposes to install a metal rail and balusters because it is less maintenance.  

 
Chair McSwain asked if the insurance company is stating the iron pipe rail can stay if something is put on 

the other side the has balusters. 

 
Ms. Ellis stated it sounds as if she just needs to add balusters to what is existing. She would like to put 

rails up on both sides. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if the photo submitted were materials already purchased. 

 
Ms. Ellis replied she has not purchased anything yet but this is what she is considering. 

 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the application as submitted.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked for clarification if it will all be replaced with metal.  

 

Ms. Ellis replied yes because it is less upkeep. She stated it will be the railing kit shown in the photo. 
 

Commissioner Horner noted that the guidelines state that if the front porch is wood then the railings 
should also be wood. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated wood would be more appropriate. He noted the porch is not original to the 
house but he would like to see the railing stay the same material to what is existing. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to conditionally approve the application with the stipulation 
the applicant will install a wooden handrail and balusters on one or both sides, in a design that matches 
the existing porch materials and is painted white. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shipe and 

passed by the following vote:  
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AYES:  Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         7 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 

 
e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Samuel Horochowski of HP 

Reinvest, LLC to do extensive work at 1370 Rivermont Ave. (HPC2110-0019) 
 

Mr. Samuel Horochowski was present to represent the application. This property is currently being used 
as a duplex but will be converted back to a single-family home. It currently has a brick exterior and a 

deck that was installed sometime in the early 2000s. He would like to take the deck down as it is in poor 

condition. There are two (2) doors leading to the deck that he would like to remove and replace with 
brick and windows. In the back of the home there is an enclosed porch with a wall of windows that will 

be replaced with hardie-plank and appropriately sized windows. The windows in the house are currently 
vinyl and they will be replaced in kind. 

 

Chair McSwain asked for clarification that the dormer windows are nonexistent. 
 

Mr. Horochowski stated they are boarded up. These will be replaced with vinyl. He stated he has been 
looking for wood windows that match the originals but has not been able to find any that are economical. 

 
Chair McSwain asked if the doors to the upstairs deck are original or if they were originally windows.  

 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler stated the doors are not original. 
 

Mr. Horochowski stated someone had attempted to make it into a duplex at one time and this was an 
access point to the second floor. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated the vinyl windows in the back should be approved since they area already 
vinyl. He noted that vinyl windows would not last as long as any wooden or more durable windows. The 

dormer windows must be wood to match the original windows.  
 

Chair McSwain asked where the original dormer windows were placed as they have two different 

patterns. 
 

Ms. Mergenthaler noted the left photo is the side dormer windows and the right photo is the front 
window. The side dormer window was a later design. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if these pictures were of windows that are existing. 

 

Ms. Mergenthaler stated the windows were taken out to be replaced in-kind but were never put back in. 
 

Mr. Horochowski stated many things in the house are not historically accurate. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated if the front windows were replaced in a similar but less elaborate design of 

the original it would be more appropriate than vinyl windows. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to conditionally approve the application as submitted with 
the stipulation that the dormer windows be replaced with wooden windows to match the 

original design, or something simpler such as a one-pane window  
 

Commissioner Arrington asked if the motion includes the two (2) vinyl windows to replace the side doors.  
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Commissioner Lifsey stated that the side windows are able to be replaced with vinyl.  

 
Chair McSwain asked if the brick will be painted. 

 

Mr. Horochowski stated it will be a substantial cost and will not be done but was placed on the petition to 
see if it was an option.   

 
Commissioner Lifsey amended his motion to also deny the painting of the exterior brick. 

 
Commissioner Shipe asked where the new door will be installed. 

 

Mr. Horochowski responded that it will be in the back of the house.  
 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shipe and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         7 

NOES:                      0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

f) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Shipe): Request of Turner Lee of Jamerson-Lewis 
Construction, on behalf of the Whirlwind Johnson Foundation, to restore a shed at 1422 

Pierce St. (HPC2110-0027) 

 
Mr. Turner Lee was present to represent the application. This will be a small shed renovation in the back 

of the property. The pocket sliding doors will be replaced as well as three exterior windows and an 
exterior light. Elk Creek woodworking is building the door and they are being replaced in-kind. The 

windows will be replaced with architectural windows. The frames will be wood and the grills and sash will 

be PVC. Jefferson Lighting will replace the light in-kind and it will be included in a separate application.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if they will be discussing the siding. 
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that the siding has been administratively approved. 

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve as submitted. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the muntins will be the same size. 

 
Mr. Lee replied it will be close, within a sixteenth of an inch. 

 

The motion amended to include the stipulation that the muntins will match the original window muntins 
in size and was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey. It passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         7 

NOES:                      0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 
g) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Casey Servis, on behalf of Tony 

West, to do extensive work at 315 E St. (HPC2110-0028) 
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Commissioner Horner made a motion to table the application. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 
h) ACTION (No Advocate): Request of Virginia University of Lynchburg to rehabilitate 

Cachelin Library at 2057 Garfield Ave. (HPC2110-0024) 
 

Commissioner Lifsey recused himself. 

 
Mr. Rex Hammond of Virginia University of Lynchburg was present to represent the application. He stated 

that the Cachelin Library is approximately seventy (70) years old and protecting the historicity of the 
buildings is very important. Flooding has been an issue in this building. The foundation will be fixed and 

waterproofing will be done around the boundary of the building. The sidewalks will be improved for ADA 

accessibility. A side door will be built to lead to the downstairs for ADA accessibility. The HVAC will also 
be updated. 

 
Commissioner Shipe stated this building desperately needs these repairs. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated the firm doing the foundation work has also done work in significant historic 

buildings. The only exterior work being done that will be visible will be the ADA improvements that takes 

the existing sidewalk and slopes it around a corner.  
 

Commissioner Shipe made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 

 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, McSwain, Shipe        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS: Lifsey                  1 
ABSENT:                       0 

 

i) ACTION (No Advocate): Request of Virginia University of Lynchburg to rehabilitate 
Graham Hall at 2057 Garfield Ave. (HPC2110-0025) 

 
Commissioner Lifsey recused himself. 

 
Mr. Rex Hammond of Virginia University of Lynchburg was present to represent this application. This 

building is currently not operational because of HVAC issues. Brick and mortar work will be done to 

stabilize the structure. This building will be used for classrooms. There is some leaking in the roof in the 
back of the building and it will need to undergo foundation stabilization. New HVAC will be put in. The 

portico will need repairs but it is unsure to what degree. The base of the columns are rotting so some 
potential painting and wood repair will occur.  

 

Chair McSwain clarified that this will be more restorative with no major changes to the look of building. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that the work will be done in-kind.  
 

Commissioner Shipe asked where the toilet addition will be. 
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Commissioner Lifsey stated there is an existing small building addition on the side of the building but it is 
not ADA compliant. The intent is that this addition will be taken off and put back on but the new addition 

will be ADA compliant.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, McSwain, Shipe        6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS: Lifsey                  1 
ABSENT:                       0 

 

3. Old Business 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Bernet Ulysses Revely III to 
install a prebuilt storage shed at 717 Cabell St. (HPC2109-0015) 

 

Mr. Bernet Ulysses Revely III was present to represent this application. He is petitioning for a 16’ x 40’ 
prebuilt shed. The shed will be painted the same color as the house on the property. The roof of the shed 

will also share the same materials as the house. The shed will be on a slab. Mr. Revely III stated the 
shed is being sold at a good price by his daughter which is why this size was chosen.  

 
Chair McSwain asked for clarification that the roof will match the house. 

 

Mr. Revely stated it will be the same material but not the same style. 
 

Commissioner Langseth asked what the dimensions of the home are. 
 

Mr. Revely stated he does not have the exact dimensions. 

 
Chair McSwain stated it is 17’ wide and the patio in the back of the house is just a bit wider. 

 
Commissioner Shipe asked if the building has vinyl siding and vinyl windows. 

 

Mr. Revely said he had sent the exact measurements and materials from the manufacturer but he did not 
know off hand. He noted that he is able to put the shed on the property beside it. 

 
Commissioner Horner asked if it is visible from the street. 

 
Mr. Revely stated it will be visible from 8th Street but not from Cabell Street. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey noted the shed is not an appropriate size for the house or the district.  
 

Commissioner Langseth noted that according to the guidelines the shed will have to be in proportion to 
the house. 

 

Mr. Revely noted that there are other large detached buildings in the area. He stated it will blend in if the 
appropriate exterior work is done to match the home. 

 
Chair McSwain asked if Mr. Revely owns 715 Cabell Street as well. 

 
Mr. Revely replied yes. 
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Chair McSwain for a photo of the lot. 
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler showed an aerial photo of the two lots. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the new shed could go towards the rear of the lot at 715 Cabell Street. 

 
Mr. Revely stated that it could, either parallel or perpendicular to Cabell Street. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the roof will be replaced. 

 
Mr. Revely stated that he was going to make sure the shed had the same materials as the home, such as 

asphalt shingles.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the roof materials as submitted state that the shed will 

have a metal roof. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if the shed comes with a roof already on when it is bought or if Mr. Revely can 

specify what materials he would like. 
 

Mr. Revely replied it does already have an asphalt shingle roof and he will only have to paint the siding to 
match the home. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that the photo submitted shows a shed that resembles a small barn. He 
asked for clarification that the proposed shed does not look like the photo shown and has a different roof. 

 

Mr. Revely stated the photo shows the actual shed. 
 

Chair McSwain stated the photo shows a metal roof, not asphalt shingles. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey noted that the metal is not as much of an issue as the barn resemblance. 

 
Commissioner Arrington noted this style is not appropriate for the shed and will not match the home. She 

asked if it is approved if Mr. Revely is okay with keeping the metal roof. 
 

Mr. Revely replied yes.  
 

Chair McSwain noted that the property at 715 Cabell Street is a deeper lot so it could go further back. 

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if 715 Cabell Street has a fence around it.  

 
Mr. Revely stated it does on the sides and the back but not in between the two (2) lots. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if it was possible to get a gable roof as opposed to a barn roof. 
 

Mr. Revely stated that it is possible. The exact shed that he proposed and submitted is no longer 
available so he will have to purchase a different style.  

 

Commissioner Horner asked if it could be smaller. 
 

Mr. Revely replied that it could be smaller. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated he would be comfortable if it was to the rear of the lot at 715 Cabell Street, 
smaller, and had a gable roof. It must also honor the setbacks required by the Zoning Ordinance. 
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Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to conditionally approve the application with the 

stipulation that the shed has a gable roof, is painted the same color as the house, has wood 
windows and doors, is 34’ x 16’ (or less), is located at the rear of the lot at 715 Cabell Street, 

and is placed parallel to Cabell Street. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth and 

passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington , Erquiaga Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain        6 
NOES: Shipe                    1 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 

4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for December 20, 2021. 

 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

 
 

               
                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                                      Chair 


