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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of October 18, 2021 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Julie Arrington 

Michael Erquiaga 
Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair 

Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey 

Dr. Jonathan Shipe 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Christopher McSwain, Chair 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Anna Davidson, Planning 

Technician; and the public.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

After a quorum was established, Commissioner Horner called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.   
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Shipe made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Langseth, to accept the 

consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous vote. 
 

2.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Karyn Ellis to extend the 

driveway, change the driveway material to brown pea gravel, and replace the 
existing metal roof in a different color at 209 E Street. (HPC2109-0013) 

 
Ms. Karyn Ellis was present to represent the application. The existing roof is currently red and Ms. Ellis 

would like to replace the roof in a slate grey color.  

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler noted that the application is also to extend the driveway and replace the driveway 

material with brown pea gravel. 
  

Commissioner Horner asked if that part of the application was approved administratively. 
 

Ms. Mergenthaler replied it was not due to the request to extend the driveway. 

 
Commissioner Horner noted the existing driveway is almost non-existent and there is very little parking 

on the street. Extending the driveway and the addition of pea gravel would be an improvement. The 
color of the roof should not be changed because red roofs are predominant in the neighborhood.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the roof replacement will be in-kind. 
 

Ms. Ellis responded it will be in-kind. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification that the driveway will extend to the bank near the back of 
the house. 
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Ms. Ellis replied that the property had previously been dug up and the dirt had been banked.  The dirt will 
be taken out and the driveway will be extended to that area.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated he found the burnished slate roof color sufficient. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted with the roof in a 
burnished slate color. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the 

following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Jennifer Logan of Lynchburg 
Landscapes, on behalf of Tryg and Sara Brody, to install black steel fencing with gates 

at 2301 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2109-0014) 

 
Ms. Jennifer Logan, of Lynchburg Landscapes, on behalf of Tryg and Sara Brody, was present to 

represent the application. She stated she has been doing a landscape job for the property owners and 
has submitted documentation with details regarding the installation of the black steel fencing and gates. 

 
Commissioner Shipe asked why steel had been chosen and not wood. 

 

Ms. Logan replied the owners do not want a fence with a closed-in feel. The steel fence will be more 
open than a wood fence.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that he felt the steel fence is a nicer approach, since the fence will not 

obstruct any views. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the fence will be around the entire perimeter of the property. 

 
Ms. Logan replied the fence will not surround the entire property. It will be on the inside of the property 

line in the front, on the back it will be midway through their lot, and on the side on Columbia Avenue it is 

offset from the property line about a foot. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the fence goes beyond the parking area in the rear. 
 

Ms. Logan replied that it does not. The parking area will go outside of the fence.  
  

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Casey Servis of Architecture 
Design Office, PLLC, on behalf of Tony West, to replace the front porch handrail and 

reconstruct the side steps, entry landing, and railings at 409 Rivermont Avenue. 
(HPC2110-0004)  
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Mr. Casey Servis, of Architecture Design Office, PLLC, on behalf of Tony West, was present to represent 
the application. The main front porch has a wooden rail that will be repaired. Other sections of the rail 

have deteriorated and will be replaced to closely match the railing. The house was previously converted 
into three (3) apartments, with the upstairs apartment entrance through a side door that has an exterior 

wood platform with stairs that have also deteriorated. It will be rebuilt to match the front porch railing.  

 
Commissioner Horner commented that these repairs will replicate what exists.  

 
Mr. Servis replied what is currently there does not match what was historically done when it was 

constructed. They would like to more closely match the historic construction on the two entries.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if they will match the photograph given. 

 
Mr. Servis stated yes. 

 
Mr. Erquiaga asked if they colors will be replicated. 

 

Mr. Servis stated there will be a change in paint colors but that was administratively approved.  
 

Commissioner Arrington asked if the stairs in the front will be replaced. 
 

Mr. Servis stated they will be replaced and will be in-kind. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Shipe and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Langseth): Request of Eric Spain to replace wood siding with 
NichiProducts™ Fiber Cement at 1017 Court Street. (HPC2110-0007) 

 

Mr. Eric Spain was present to represent the application. The siding on the back of the house has 
deteriorated after multiple repairs and repainting. All replacements done to this home will be done on the 

sides and the back of the building and will not be visible from the street. There is rotting behind the 
pieces that they have attempted to repair. 

 
Commissioner Shipe asked what colors will be used. 

 

Mr. Spain replied the paint colors have been approved administratively. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification that only the planks will be replaced and not any windows 
or other parts of the home. 

 

Mr. Spain replied that is correct and that the replacement will not be visible from the street. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Shipe.  

 
Ms. Mergenthaler asked if this approval included both of the proposed siding options. 
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Commissioner Lifsey revised the motion to include the smooth option, which is more appropriate. 
 

The motion passed by the following vote. 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Jason Hinds to remove rear 
windows and doors at 923 Harrison Street. (HPC2109-0007)  

 

Mr. Andrew Berricks, on behalf of Mr. Jason Hinds, was present to represent the application. The kitchen 
in the main area of the house will be moved to the back of the house. There are existing doors and 

windows in the back. They were there before the home was purchased. The owner will be replacing them 
with walls. One window, on the bottom of the house, will stay intact for the kitchen. The top three 

windows will be removed and replaced with a wall for the installed of a closet for the master bedroom.  

 
Commissioner Shipe asked if the back of the house is visible from the street. 

 
Mr. Berricks replied that it is not visible from the main street.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if there were windows in place before. 

 

Mr. Berricks stated that he was not sure. 
 

Commissioner Horner asked where the first-floor access will be if they are removing the door. 
  

Mr. Berricks replied that he was not sure. 

 
Commissioner Horner stated there had to be more access since they are closing two doors. 

 
Mr. Berricks replied it was only one doorway. He stated the back is a French door but if need be they can 

install another door in the first floor.  

 
Commissioner Arrington asked if the french door referenced is the one on the side that cannot be seen in 

the photograph. 
 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler replied that there is a door on the left side of the door to be removed. It is in 
another area of the house but is not visible in the picture.  

 

Mr. Berricks reiterated that the other door cannot be seen in the photo.  
 

Ms. Mergenthaler noted that the other door is not included in the application.  
 

Commissioner Shipe asked why they are closing the upstairs windows. 

 
Mr. Berricks stated he was not sure. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that since the removal is on the rear of the house and the building official is 

okay with the egress, it will not be an issue.  
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Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote:  

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 

NOES:                      0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT: McSwain                    1 

 
f) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Bernet Ulysses Revely III to 

install a prebuilt storage shed at 717 Cabell Street. (HPC2109-0015)  
 

Mr. Bernet Ulysses Revely III was not present to represent this application. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey noted that he would like the applicant to be present for discussion due to the size of 

the proposed shed. 
 

The other Commissioners shared agreement. 

 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to table the item until the next meeting. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Shipe and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 
NOES:                      0 

ABSTENTIONS:                     0 

ABSENT: McSwain                     1 
 

g) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Cabell Crowther of Crowther 
Landscape Architecture, on behalf of Thomas and Sherri Meyer, to construct a pool 

and pool house at 102 Oakwood Place. (HPC2110-0001) 

 
Mr. Cabell Crowther, of Crowther Landscape Architecture, on behalf of Thomas and Sherri Meyer, was 

present to represent the application. The house sits to the side of the lot and the primary usable space is 
central. The topography also will only allow for the proposed location. Everything proposed would be 

below street grade by approximately ten (10) feet. There is also some significant vegetation along the 

roadway so the pool and pool house would not be visible. The materials will likely be painted brick for 
vertical surfaces and blue stone for the horizontal surfaces. The existing segmental block walls will be 

removed. 
 

Commissioner Horner stated that this area is not visible from Rivermont Avenue.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that it was a good location and position for this project.  

 
Commissioner Langseth asked what approval would include for this project.  

 
Ms. Eve Mergenthaler noted that approval would include the concept plan and the location.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the next steps will be the details of constructability. 
 

Commissioner Shipe asked for clarification on the materials that will be used for the pool house.  
 

Mr. Crowther stated there are not any specific design plans in place yet but the vision is that the pool 
equipment will be stored on the lower level of the pool house. The pool level of the structure would be a 
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sitting area with a chimney and fireplace. It will be about 12” x 12” and will be painted brick. The roof 
material has not been selected but will probably be a copper painted metal. 

 
Commissioner Shipe stated he is comfortable approving with the understanding that the applicants will 

need to come back with design specifications for the pool house. 

 
Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the application as submitted with the 

stipulation that the applicants must come back for approval for a finalized plan that includes 
building materials. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Shipe and passed by the following 

vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, Shipe         6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT: McSwain                    1 
 

4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for November 15, 2021. 
 

5.   ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m. 

 
 

               

                 
ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 

                              Secretary                                                        Commissioner Horner 


