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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of August 16, 2021 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Julie Arrington  

Michael Erquiaga  
Shanda K. Horner, Vice-Chair  

Tracey Langseth 
Emmett Lifsey  

Christopher McSwain, Chair  
Dr. Jonathan Shipe 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 

Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; and the public.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey, to accept the 

consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous vote. 
 

2.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Arrington): Request of Jacquelin Junior Lenis to 

paint, replace siding, shorten a rear window, and replace windows at 911 Rivermont 
Avenue. (HPC2107-0008) 

  
Mr. Jacquelin Junior Lenis and his wife were present to represent the application. The existing wood 

siding is not original to the house and is damaged beyond repair. It will be replaced with hardiplank 

siding but the exposure will remain the same. When he purchased the house, the windows were missing 
or covered with OSB. Only two (2) windows remained. The replacement windows will replicate the look of 

the remaining windows. Wood windows will be used in the front and side of the house and vinyl windows 
will be used in the back of the house. The rear kitchen window will also be shortened.   

 
Chair McSwain asked if the kitchen window is long and prohibits a countertop. 

 

Mr. Lenis replied that is correct. He also wants to paint the exterior of the house peacock blue and the 
trim white.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for more information regarding the replacement windows. 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Lenis responded that the design of the replacement windows will replicate the original wood 
windows. The rear of the house, where the vinyl windows will be installed, is an addition and is not 

original. 
 

Commissioner Shipe asked if the rear of the house is visible from the street. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Lenis responded that it is not. 
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Commissioner Arrington asked if the center window in the front bay is being replaced. 

 
Mrs. Lenis responded that they are replacing all three of the bay windows since they are badly damaged. 

 

Commissioner Arrington asked if the windows on the side will remain 1-over-1.  
 

Mr. Lenis responded that they will replicate the design of the windows that are currently there. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the windows on the side of the house will be replaced 
with wood windows.  

 

Mr. Lenis responded that is correct. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that the siding is per the guidelines and the paint is a little darker than what 
is typically seen but he is okay with it. 

 

Commissioner Langseth made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 

 
3.   OLD BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Robert Bowen to replace 

windows at 109 Cabell Street. (HPC2106-0012) 

  
Mr. Robert Bowen and Ms. Amy Burczyk, from LG Flint General Contractors, were present to represent 

the application. Ms. Burczyk provided samples to the Commission. The windows have an aluminum frame 
and a cellular PVC sash. From the side it almost looks like it is wood. True to PVC it does not rot, is 

paintable, and is easier to maintain. The windows can also be customized in terms of size, lights, and 

trim. The insides are wood and there are different light profiles to choose from. Another option is to 
replace only the sashes. That would be all aluminum on the outside and all wood on the inside.  

 
Chair McSwain asked for clarification that they are looking for approval for the option to use either one 

based on individual windows.  
 

Ms. Burczyk responded that is correct. She noted that both are from the same company and are part of 

the same window family. They would prefer to only replace the sashes but some windows may require 
full replacement. The color will be hunter green. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that information from other localities seems to indicate that PVC is acceptable 

as long as the muttons have a spacer between the glass. That is a standard option for the proposed 

windows so he is okay with the application. 
 

Commissioner Shipe thanked the applicants for presenting a new material, which may be the way of the 
future and energy efficiency. 

 
Ms. Burczyk shared agreement. 
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Commissioner Horner stated that she visited the house and while the windows look good, they are in 
need of replacement.      

 
Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted with the option to 

replace only the sashes where possible. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Horner and 

passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 

b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Evrard Lacroix to replace the 
metal roof of the rear porch with an EPDM material at 1011 Harrison Street. 

(HPC2106-0014) 
  

Mr. Evrard Lacroix was present to represent the application. This part of the house is in the rear and is 

not visible from the street. The structure is also not original. One indication of this is that the porch roof 
is metal while the rest of the house has a slate roof. He discovered that the metal roof is heavily corroded 

and leaks during other repairs. He wants to replace it with EPDM, which is a rubber material. The roof 
barely has any slope and is not even visible from the yard. EPDM typically comes in a black color. Other 

coloring is more expensive so he would prefer to keep it black.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that EPDM in a white color would be better because, in theory, it would keep 

the area cooler. He would not paint it though since that is not likely to last long-term. 
 

Chair McSwain noted that he has used EPDM on his house in a white color. It works well.   
 

Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted in either a black or 

white color. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Arrington, Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Shipe       7 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

4.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for September 20, 2021. 

 
5.   ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:28 p.m. 

 
 

               
                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 

                              Secretary                                                        Chair 


