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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of June 21, 2021 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Michael Erquiaga  

Shanda K. Horner  
Tracey Langseth 

Emmett Lifsey  
Christopher McSwain, Chair 

Richard Morris, Vice Chair  
Shaun Spencer-Hester 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 

Ms. Victoria Glasgow, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Planning 

Technician; and the public.  
 

ROLL CALL: 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   

 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Commissioner Horner made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Langseth, to accept the 
consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous vote. 

 
2.   NEW BUSINESS: 

 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Anne Helms Cooper to replace 
windows at 2940 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2105-0001) 

  
Ms. Anne Helms Cooper was not present to represent the application. 

 

Commissioner Horner stated that the application should be approved. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that Commissioner Horner wanted to approve vinyl windows. 
 

Ms. Glasgow stated that the building is a non-contributing structure. The Commission should not deny 
items on non-contributing structures in the district.      

 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, Spencer-Hester     7 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 
b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Elaine Scarvey to replace the 

front porch light fixture at 1301 Madison Street. (HPC2105-0005) 
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Mr. William Watson was present to represent the application. An existing light fixture, that is rated to be 
indoors, will be replaced. It is in a wet location, does not meet standards, and has degraded to a point of 

being unsafe. It will be replaced with a fixture that meets the guidelines and is not obtrusive. 
Additionally, the existing fixture is rusting, has an inappropriate wire for its current installation, is 

generally unsafe, and was not installed properly.  

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, Spencer-Hester     7 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Morris): Request of Tryg and Sara Brody to add 
rear steps to an existing side porch at 2301 Rivermont Avenue. (HPC2106-0001) 

  

Ms. Sara Brody was present to represent the application. She is requesting to add a rear set of stairs to 
an existing side porch. This set of stairs will match the existing front facing stairs in design and materials. 

The side porch is where their outdoor dining and grill is so the addition of stairs will create better flow.    
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked what will happen to the HVAC unit. 
 

Ms. Brody responded that it is currently too close and will have to be moved. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the gas meter is also in the way. 

 
Ms. Brody responded that the meter will also need to be moved. They currently do not have any gas and 

are waiting on the company to remove it. 

 
Chair McSwain asked where the HVAC unit will be moved to.  

 
Ms. Brody responded that it will move further down the same wall into a recess. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Langseth and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, Spencer-Hester     7 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 

 
d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Morris): Request of Susannah Smith, on behalf of 

the City of Lynchburg, to construct an outdoor picnic shelter/pavilion at 317 Norwood 
Street. (HPC2106-0004) 

  

Ms. Susannah Smith was present to represent the application. The City plans to add a picnic pavilion to 
the Daniel’s Hill park at the Neighborhood Center. It will provide shade and increase use. There were 

previously trees but they were removed by AEP. Now there is only a pad and picnic tables. This shelter 
design fits with the existing neighborhood center and the neighborhood itself. The open gable ends will 

allow it to be easily ventilated and a fan will be installed. The colors of the existing building, like brown 
and taupe, will be mimicked. The columns will be wrapped with stone and the roof will be a standing 

seam metal. There will be room for four (4) tables and an apron for the grill. It is simple but elegant.    
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Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Spencer-Hester.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the colors of the roof and other materials will need to come back for 

approval. 
 

Ms. Smith responded that the colors will match the colors of the building. The roof will be brown and the 
poles will be taupe or beige to match the doors and the mortar. She then noted that she would be okay 

with the poles being approved with or without the proposed stone cladding.  
 

Commissioner Morris asked what the base of the columns will be.   

 
Ms. Smith responded that the base is going to be a sandstone color to match the brick. This design is 

meant to be a prototype to be used at all of the parks and stone is more prevalent than brick.   
 

Commissioner Morris noted that the building is brick. 

 
Ms. Smith noted that the building across the street has a building in the backyard with stone cladding 

that looks really nice.  
 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked if all of the neighborhood centers are the same color scheme. 
 

Ms. Smith responded that a few are similar to this building but others are not.   

 
Commissioner Langseth asked if brick or stone is the preference for the columns. 

 
Ms. Smith responded that staff prefer stone. The building itself is brick but the pavilion is at the other end 

of the parcel.  

 
Ms. Glasgow stated that there is a motion and a second. If the motion fails, the Commission may grant a 

conditional approval if they so desire. 
 

Commissioner Morris asked if this was for all of the parks or just Daniel’s Hill. 

 
Ms. Smith responded that this is only for Daniel’s Hill. The pavilion will be located near the fence, in the 

location where there are currently unsheltered picnic tables. That area would also be expanding to 
include additional tables and to move the grill. 

 
Commissioner Morris stated that this design is fine for Daniel’s Hill.  

 

The motion to approve the application as submitted passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, Spencer-Hester     7 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 

ABSENT:                       0 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Spencer-Hester): Request of Kelvin Moore, on 
behalf of Matthew Johnson, to do extensive work at 1518 14th Street. (HPC2106-

0002) 
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Mr. Kelvin Moore was present to represent the application. He is representing the homeowner who wants 
to renovate a vacant house to make it livable again. There will be exterior improvements and some 

demolition. The front porch needs to be removed since it is causing water issues. It will be replaced with 
a simple hip roof that goes straight across the façade. The roof will also be a standing seam metal with 

columns. The porch is low to the ground so it will not need railings or pickets. The front walk will be 

replaced and the fencing that surrounds the property will be removed. The rear single-car garage will 
also be removed. Decks will be added in two (2) places. One will be off the kitchen on the main level. 

The other will be at roof level, on the second floor, above the kitchen area. Paint, stain, and roofing 
colors have not been selected at this time.       

 
Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked if the metal canopy will be removed. 

 

Mr. Moore responded that it will be removed. 
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the sidewalk will be replaced with brick. 
 

Mr. Moore responded that he is not sure. They are willing to replace with whatever is approved. 

 
Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked what the age of the garage is.  

 
Ms. Victoria Glasgow responded that the garage is a non-contributing structure.  

 
Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked what will be done to the rear of the house.  

 

Mr. Moore responded that a new deck will be added. Some mechanical items may need to be relocated. 
 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked how far the rear deck will come out from the house. 
 

Mr. Moore responded that the deck will be ten (10) by twelve (12) feet. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that the Commission will need to see more detail on the deck in terms of 

spindles and handrails to make sure that they are appropriate. 
 

Chair McSwain shared agreement. He then stated that the size of the proposed deck is probably fine. 

 
Mr. Moore stated that after the design is finalized, he will bring it back to the Commission. 

 
Ms. Glasgow reminded the Commission that they can do partial approvals. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga asked for clarification as to whether the entire front porch will be demolished or 

just the front porch roof.  

 
Mr. Moore responded that just the porch roof will be demolished.  

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that in term of the sidewalk, he would not object to brick or concrete. 

 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester noted that both materials are used in the neighborhood.  
 

Ms. Glasgow stated that the Commission needs to approve brick, since that is a change, but concrete can 
be approved administratively. 

 
Commissioner Spencer-Hester made a motion to approve the application as submitted with the 

stipulation that new sidewalk material and the new ten (10) by twelve (12) main level and 
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roof decks come back to the commission for approval of design and materials. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Langseth, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, Spencer-Hester     7 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                      0 
ABSENT:                       0 

 
3.   OLD BUSINESS: 

 
a) Updates to the HPC Contractors’ List 

  

Ms. Victoria Glasgow stated that she has received a few names to add to the list but there are still a 
number of categories that only have one name. Creating a more complete list would be a service to the 

citizens. 
 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked what Ms. Glasgow is looking for. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that she is asking the Commissioners for more names of individuals and 

businesses to add to the list. 
 

Commissioner Langseth asked if there were guidelines as to who could be added to the list. 
 

Ms. Glasgow responded that there are no guidelines. Individuals and businesses can both be added. 

There is also a disclaimer on the top of the list.  
 

Chair McSwain asked Ms. Glasgow to email out the most current list. He then asked the Commissioners to 
send in two (2) names for an empty category. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if Ms. Glasgow wanted only names of people or businesses the 
Commissioners could personally vouch for.   

 
Ms. Glasgow stated that its preferable to have names of people or businesses the Commissioners know 

firsthand. The previous list may have also had citizen contributions.  

 
Chair McSwain stated that Google reviews may be helpful if the Commissioners do not have firsthand 

experience with a business or individual. 
 

Commissioner Langseth asked if the business or individual has to have done work in the historic district 
to be added to the list.   

 

Chair McSwain responded that work in the historic district would be preferable.  
 

Commissioner Morris added that they should also be licensed and insured.   
 

Ms. Glasgow stated that this list serves as a form of advice. She reiterated that there is a disclaimer at 

the top of the list. Generally, it serves as a tool for people who are new to the area or haven’t had 
experience with historic homes before.  

 
4.   RECOGNITION: 

 
a) Commissioner Morris 
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Chair McSwain thanked Commissioner Morris for his nine (9) years of service to the Historic Preservation 
Commission. 

 
5.   NEXT MEETING DAY: 

The next regular meeting is scheduled for July 19, 2021. 

 
6.   ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:42 p.m. 
 

 
               

                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                        Chair 


