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Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes of November 16, 2020 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Michael Erquiaga  

Shanda K. Horner  

Emmett Lifsey 
Christopher McSwain, Chair 

Shaun Spencer-Hester 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Richard Morris 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Victoria Glasgow, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Eve Mergenthaler, Planning 

Technician; and the public.  
 

ROLL CALL: 

 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m.   

 
1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Spencer-Hester, to accept 

the consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous vote. 

 
2.   NEW BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Morris): Request of David Bohn to replace front 

door wall lights at 2110 Rivermont Ave. (HPC2010-0003) 

  
Mr. David Bohn was present to represent the application. He wants to change the lighting on the front 

porch to a different style. This includes the lighting for the front door, the side door, and the hanging 
pendant lamp. 

 

Commissioner Horner stated that the proposed lighting does not meet the guidelines. 
 

Mr. Bohn asked if that was because the proposed lighting is not boxed.  
 

Commissioner Horner stated that the lighting should be plain. The existing pendant light meets the 
guidelines.    

 

Commissioner Erquiaga stated that he prefers the proposed lighting to what is currently there. 
 

Mr. Bohn shared his screen to show alternative lighting options.  
 

Commissioner Horner stated that the alternative options are more appropriate.  

 
The Commission shared agreement. 

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that the alternative 

lighting option shown during the meeting is installed. 
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Mr. Bohn asked for clarification that this approval would also allow him to replace the lighting for the side 

door, which was not originally in the COA application. 
 

Chair McSwain asked if the lights would all match. 
 

Mr. Bohn replied that they would. 

 
Commissioner Horner modified the motion to approve the replacement of the front door, side door, and 

pendant lighting with the stipulation that the boxed alternative lighting option is installed. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, and Spencer-Hester        5 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 
ABSENT: Morris                    1 

 
b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Jaysn Schaener, on behalf of 

Ski Realty LLC, to replace metal roof with faux slate at 812 Rivermont Ave. 

(HPC2010-0004) 
  

Mr. Jaysn Schaener, representing the owner of Ski Realty LLC, was present to represent the application. 
The roof of the property is leaking and causing interior damage. The metal has been patched in the past 

but now they want to replace the metal with faux slate. This will be a cheaper alternative for the property 
owner who owns five (5) properties in the area and is trying to improve them all. The faux slate will not 

be very noticeable and other nearby properties have shingle or shingle look-alike roofs. A faux slate roof 

on this property will not be out of place and will save the property from further damage.    
 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the metal roof is original to the house. 
 

Mr. Schaener responded that the owner purchased the property about five (5) years ago and he is 

uncertain if the metal roof is original. It is really old though and is seamed. It has been painted every 
year since the owner purchased it to keep it from deteriorating even further. 

 
Commissioner Horner stated that the guidelines state that metal roofs should be replaced in-kind.  

 

Commissioner Lifsey and Commissioner Erquiaga shared agreement. 
 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked what material the owner has been applying to the roof every year. 
 

Mr. Schaener responded that the owner has been applying Therma Barrier to the roof. He then stated 
that once an area is patched, the roof begins to leak elsewhere. There are too many seams and not 

enough metal left. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that there is a material for metal roofs that may be a good option in this 

instance. He will need to look the details up and can then send the information to the applicant.  
 

Mr. Schaener asked if the material is a sealant and if so, will it need to come back before the Commission 

for approval. 
 

Ms. Victoria Glasgow responded that it depends on the extent of work done and the appearance of the 
material. She does not know enough about it at the moment to give a definitive answer. 
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Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to postpone the application until additional information or an 
alternative material is provided. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the 

following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, and Spencer-Hester        5 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT: Morris                    1 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Patrick Gatti to add two 
metal chimney caps at 608 Washington St. (HPC2010-0011) 

  

Mr. Patrick Gatti was present to represent the application. He wants to add chimney caps to his chimney. 
He is not aware of caps previously being on the chimney and has lived there for thirty-seven (37) years. 

He is installing a chimney liner that requires caps. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey stated that the guidelines call for clay, slate, or stone chimney caps as opposed to 

metal caps. Previous requests for metal caps were to seal the chimney from water going in and used a 
simple, flat metal cap. 

 
Mr. Gatti asked how other people installing liners have capped their chimneys. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey responded that there has been some slate caps approved recently. He is unsure if 

those were on top of a liner though. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga added that the caps he recalls approving were for nonfunctioning chimneys to 

seal them. 
 

Chair McSwain asked for clarification that the caps are for the flues only.  

 
Mr. Gatti responded that the application is for just the two (2) vent caps. He noted that the only other 

option, if he doesn’t vent his water heater and furnace through the chimney, would be to have a power 
vent, which is not advised. 

 

Commissioner Erquiaga asked if the style of the cap is changeable and can be made less visible. 
 

Mr. Gatti responded that he thinks there are requirements about the height of the cap on the liner. The 
proposed cap is about ten (10) inches tall. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that Mr. Gatti should confirm the requirements for the cap and see if the 

style can be altered to be less visible from the road.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that if the terra cotta liner is being extended it will come up about four (4) 

inches above the top of the chimney itself. The shorter cap can go on top of that. It works well and is low 
profile. He agreed with Commissioner Erquiaga that the shorter, less visible version is more preferable. 

 

Mr. Gatti restated for clarification that he should confirm that the shorter cap can be used with the liner 
or see if there is another type of cap that can be used with the liner. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey and Erquiaga responded yes.  
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Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to postpone the application until more information is provided 

about the type of caps compatible with the liner being installed. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, and Spencer-Hester        5 

NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 
ABSENT: Morris                    1 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS: 

 
a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Jonathon Jones to install 

wooden gate at rear of property at 1019 Rivermont Ave. (HPC2009-0002) 

  
Mr. Jonathon Jones was not present to represent the application. 

 
Ms. Victoria Glasgow stated that she spoke to the applicant several weeks ago to confirm that he wanted 

to attend the November meeting. She also explained what information was needed from him and he 

responded that he would submit it. She never received anything further. A decision regarding the 
application needs to be made today due to the sixty (60) day time limit. The applicant did mention that 

there is a very steep grade behind the house so that anything installed won’t be visible. 
 

Chair McSwain stated that the steep grade is prevalent. The top of the fence likely will not be visible. 
 

Commissioner Horner stated that the Commission asked for more information at the last meeting because 

enough was not provided. The application should be denied and more information should be provided.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey added that the fence is a stockade fence, which is prohibited in the guidelines. 
 

Ms. Glasgow responded that the applicant mentioned that the proposed fence is within the guidelines and 

the submitted sketch was something he had drawn up for the Commission to consider. He was going to 
submit more clarifying materials though.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey reiterated that the submitted materials show a stockade fence, which is not 

approvable in the historic district. 

 
Commissioner Horner made a motion to deny the application due to lack of materials. The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, and Spencer-Hester        5 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT: Morris                    1 
 

4. Discussion: 
 

a) Vacancy Appointments 

  
Ms. Victoria Glasgow stated there is currently a vacancy on the Commission. Commissioner Morris will be 

leaving in June, creating another vacancy. City Council has asked for some guidance from the 

Commission in terms of what they are looking for in filling the vacancies. The Commission should discuss 
in which direction they would like to go, if they feel they are missing something in terms of 
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representation or perspectives, and what kind of candidate would make for a Commission that better 

serves the public. This discussion is to get an understanding of where the Commission stands.  
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if Commissioner Morris’ vacancy will need to be filled by another practicing 
architect.  

 

Ms. Glasgow responded that the Commission needs to have at least one (1) architect and one (1) 
professional, which can include an architect, architectural historian, archaeologist, or others. In the past, 

the Commission has had two (2) architects.  
 

Chair McSwain noted that the Commission tends to retain architects and has had two (2) at a time since 
he has been on the Commission. 

 

Commissioner Horner stated that she believes the Commission needs two (2) architects. She then asked 
about the realtor requirement. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that the Commission can have a maximum of one (1) realtor that deals with 

historic properties.  

 
Commissioner Horner then stated for clarification that the Commission does not need to have a realtor. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that was correct.  

 
Commissioner Spencer-Hester stated that it was nice having a Commissioner who is a lawyer and was 

able to offer legal guidance. 

 
Chair McSwain asked if City Council is actively reviewing applicants. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that they are. Council will review the applicants again in December with the 

Commission’s input. 

 
Commissioner Horner asked how many applicants there are. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that she did not know. The process is through the Clerk of Council.  

 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked if the applicants submit directly to Council. 
 

Ms. Glasgow responded that the applicants submit to the Clerk of Council. She can answer questions 
about the position and serve as a resource but the process goes through, and the decision is made by, 

City Council. 
 

Commissioner Spencer-Hester asked how people find out about the open positions. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that it is advertised in several manners like on the website, in the newspaper, 

and by word of mouth. 
 

Chair McSwain noted that he cannot think of anything to add to the guidelines that Council already has.  

 
Ms. Glasgow asked if, in addition to what the Commission is looking for, if there is anything that the 

Commissioners appreciate about the current board. 
 

Chair McSwain responded that he appreciates the Commissioners willingness to serve. Attendance has 
been great.  
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Commissioner Erquiaga stated that Commissioner Morris has a lot of skills that he brings to the table that 
other Commissioners do not. It would be helpful to have another Commissioner with similar skills and 

experience in construction or architecture. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey added that a Commissioner with experience more specifically in historic residential 

architecture would be helpful. 
 

Commissioner Horner stated that it is critical that the Commission have another architect with skills 
similar to Commissioner Morris’. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that if a Commissioner with those skills is not found in December, it can be 

revisited to fill the vacancy in June. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that in addition to the vacancy in June, the Commission has a 

vacancy right now.  
 

Ms. Glasgow responded that is correct.  

 
Chair McSwain noted that it would be nice to have a Commissioner who is a realtor. 

 
Several Commissioners responded that they know realtors who work with historic properties. 

 
Ms. Glasgow closed the discussion and stated that the Commissioners’ feedback will go to City Council. 

 

5. NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2020. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:39 p.m. 

 
 

               
                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 

                              Secretary                                                        Chair 

 


