
To: 

From: 

Date: 

Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 

Victoria Glasgow, AICP Candidate 
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator 

October 9, 2020 

Subject:   2144 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

Fences: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that fences were used in Lynchburg to separate 
lots and to outline front yards. Fences were typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or 
woven wire. Lynchburg is notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-
1955) fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based upon historic 
designs and materials is also appropriate. 

The guidelines are not clear on the use of aluminum fencing. 

Section 35.2-13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2-13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Martin Donovan of 2144 Rivermont Avenue is petitioning to do the following: 
1. Install commercial grade black aluminum fence around property

a. 6’ tall along back of property next to park
b. 4’ tall on sides of house and along front sidewalk

This item was postponed from the September 21st meeting. 



October 6, 2020 submission



October 6, 2020 submission
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October 6, 2020 submission



From: Martin Donovan
To: Glasgow, Victoria
Subject: Re: Message from Lauren Bell Real Estate
Date: Wednesday, October 7, 2020 9:20:24 AM

CAUTION: External Sender

Regarding the fence the 6 ft is the same as 4ft fence as in picture. They wanted to make sure I
was using the same design? As far as location I sent plat showing my property line and that is
where fence will go.

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 7, 2020, at 9:12 AM, Glasgow, Victoria
<victoria.glasgow@lynchburgva.gov> wrote:


Mr. Donovan,
 
It looks like you sent the wrong attachment by mistake – this is what you submitted for
the previous meeting, which the Commission could not make a determination off of.
 
As a courtesy reminder, the HPC needs the following:
 
HPC2008-0015, aluminum fence – provide the Commission a visual of what the 6’
fence looks like, show where the fence is located in relation to the house, property
lines, and street (e.g., include building footprint, property lines, and street on fence
plan submitted).
 
HPC2009-0011, removal of pavement – provide the Commission a landscape plan that
explicitly shows pavement to be removed and the depth of the turnaround. An
example of a landscaping plan can be found in 3206 Rivermont’s agenda item, where
the petition was approved. 
 
Please provide by tomorrow’s deadline for materials.
 
 

From: Martin Donovan [mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 6, 2020 1:09 PM
To: Glasgow, Victoria
Subject: Fwd: Message from Lauren Bell Real Estate
 
CAUTION: External Sender

 
 

mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com
mailto:Victoria.Glasgow@lynchburgva.gov
https://www.lynchburgva.gov/sites/default/files/COLFILES/Community-Development/Historic-Preservation-Commission/200817_Meeting/3.a.%20ACTION%20-%203206%20Rivermont.pdf


Regarding the aluminum fence please see attached pics of fence and note that the
fence will be all the same. I am making higher in the back area to discourage 
people from climbing over to get into the pool from the park area. It will match all
the way around as in picture. This fence will be located on the property line in the
exact location of the previous wood fence that was taken down on the property
line see attached City of Lynchburg parcel. 
 
Regarding removal of asphalt please see attached photo. The square area will be
removed and the area used for turn around is 18 feet and is not visible from the
street it is in between two trees that will be planted with ferns next year because
the deer seem to eat everything else I plant. It won't be able to turn around in that
area it is more of an area to back into so I can turn around forward to exit drive
onto rivermont. Mike & Chris both came to the property and seem to think that
was fine?
 
Thanks
Marty
 
 
 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: <contactuslaurenbellrealestate@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 12:58 PM
Subject: Message from Lauren Bell Real Estate
To: <martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com>
 

mailto:contactuslaurenbellrealestate@comcast.net
mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com


From: Glasgow, Victoria
To: Martin Donovan
Subject: RE: Canceled: September HPC meeting
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:30:00 AM

The meeting was held online: you entered the lobby when you clicked on the link and received the message that
you would be admitted.
 
Your items were postponed, not denied: more information is needed for the HPC to make a determination.
 
As communicated in prior emails, the Commission still requires a plan outlining which parts of the pavement you
plan to remove and keep. They were not able to make a decision based on the materials provided.
 
 

From: Martin Donovan [mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:57 PM
To: Glasgow, Victoria
Subject: Re: Canceled: September HPC meeting
 
CAUTION: External Sender

 
Well I did show the picture of the fence? The fence will be the exact same for the four foot section along
with the 6 foot! I also sent along the outline of the fence and will be places where the previous fence was
located on the property. Am I able to just request to appeal to the City Council at this point because it
wasn't approved? I am removing the asphalt area which was not approved I did not believe that we are
required to give landscape designs?
 
How come I was sent a link and not told that we were meeting in person?
 
Thanks
 
On Tue, Sep 22, 2020 at 2:36 PM Glasgow, Victoria <victoria.glasgow@lynchburgva.gov> wrote:

Mr. Donovan,
 
The meeting was not cancelled: the event cancellation notice went out when I ended the meeting after it
adjourned at 6:00pm. Petitioners were admitted into a lobby area and were then let into the meeting when the
Commission discussed their item.
 
The Commission reviewed your petitions and found that more information is needed for them to make a
decision. I’ve relayed their requests below:
 
HPC2008-0015, aluminum fence – provide the Commission a visual of what the 6’ fence looks like, show where
the fence is located in relation to the house, property lines, and street (e.g., include building footprint, property
lines, and street on fence plan submitted).
 
HPC2009-0011, removal of pavement – provide the Commission a landscape plan that explicitly shows
pavement to be removed and the depth of the turnaround. An example of a landscaping plan can be found in
3206 Rivermont’s agenda item, where the petition was approved. 
 

Your petitions will be reviewed during the October 19th meeting: while no further COA applications are

needed from you, the requested materials must be submitted by October 6th.
 

mailto:Victoria.Glasgow@lynchburgva.gov
mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com
mailto:victoria.glasgow@lynchburgva.gov
https://www.lynchburgva.gov/sites/default/files/COLFILES/Community-Development/Historic-Preservation-Commission/200817_Meeting/3.a.%20ACTION%20-%203206%20Rivermont.pdf


Further questions and concerns can be directed to the Commissioners, whose contact information is listed on
the roster sheet I previously emailed you.
 
Thank you,
Victoria
 
 

From: Martin Donovan [mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 8:06 AM
To: Glasgow, Victoria
Subject: Re: Canceled: September HPC meeting
 
CAUTION: External Sender

 
Are they going reschedule for this month? Can my fence be approved administratively? 

Sent from my iPhone
 

On Sep 21, 2020, at 6:01 PM, Glasgow, Victoria <victoria.glasgow@lynchburgva.gov> wrote:


 

________________________________________________________________________________

Join Microsoft Teams Meeting
Learn more about Teams | Meeting options
________________________________________________________________________________
<mime-attachment.ics>

mailto:martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2FmeetingOptions%2F%3ForganizerId%3De42c725b-df78-47e6-8834-192595de94ed%26tenantId%3D831981f9-34c7-4226-b067-bc3a3a7006fc%26threadId%3D19_meeting_NWY2NDFjNDUtYjU5Ny00ZjQ2LWExZjktYTU1NTk5ZmY1ZTcy%40thread.v2%26messageId%3D0%26language%3Den-US&data=02%7C01%7Cvictoria.glasgow%40lynchburgva.gov%7Ce3d9d18224c2411d9aea08d85f2954f0%7C831981f934c74226b067bc3a3a7006fc%7C0%7C0%7C637363978418168546&sdata=udPXREs%2B7KaY3oJQvtflgHC19RNKgBHS2%2B4qtC9yFj8%3D&reserved=0
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IX.  GUIDELINES FOR SITE AND SETTING 

________________________________________________________ 

 

1.  FENCES 

POLICY: 

Fences were used in Lynchburg to separate lots and to outline front yards. Fences were 
typically constructed of wood, cast iron, brick, stone, or woven wire. Lynchburg is 
notable for the amount and quality of its historic cast iron fences. Historic (pre-1955) 
fences should be preserved and maintained. The construction of new fences based 

upon historic designs and materials is also appropriate.  

Fences:  

A. of cast iron, stone, metal (wire) or brick that are original to the property (or built before 
1955) should be preserved, or if missing, may be reconstructed based on physical or 
pictorial evidence. 

B. of cast iron may be added to properties with buildings constructed to the early 20th 
century. Cast iron fences are not appropriate for buildings built after 1920. 

 
 
   

 

 

Cast iron fence with manufacturer’s plate at 
822 Federal Street.  

 

 

Acceptable woven wire fence design.  
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C. of wood pickets are appropriate for front yards and should be painted or stained 
light, pale white or beige tones. Wood fences in front yards should be no taller 
than three feet, have pickets no wider than four inches and set no farther apart 
than three inches. Woven wire fences in front yards should also not be more than 
three feet tall.  

D. of wood boards for privacy should be located in rear yards and generally be no 
taller than six feet (most pre-fabricated wood fence sections are 8' wide by 6' 
high). Privacy fences of this height should be at least half-way back from the front 
to the back walls on the side of the house. Privacy fences of flat boards in a single 
row are more historically correct than shadowbox (alternating boards) designs but 
both designs are acceptable. Fences with flat tops, "dog ear", or Gothic (pointed 
tops) designs are all acceptable. "Stockade" designs are discouraged. Fences 
should be finished side visible to the outside of the perimeter, and stained or 
painted to blend with the building. 

E. of free-standing brick or concrete walls are not appropriate in front yards but are 
acceptable at rear yards and side yards not visible from the street.     

F. of split or horizontal rails, and of railroad ties or timbers, whether freestanding or 
as retaining walls, are not appropriate for front yards but may be added at rear 
yards or non-visible side yards.  

G. of chain link are not considered appropriate and will not be approved except for 
repairs to existing nonconforming fences resulting from the designation of the 
property/district as historic.   

 

 

Appropriate wood picket fences in the 300 
block of Harrison Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended picket fence designs. 
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Recommended privacy fence design, 
finished side out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockade style fences (typically tall, solid 
board fences with “pickets” having flat 
side on the interior, and rounded side on 
the exterior) are discouraged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appropriate privacy fence at 416-418 
Washington Street. 

 

 



Certificate	of	Appropriateness	(COA)
City	of	Lynchburg

	
Submitted	On:
September	2,	2020	12:44pm
America/New_York

Email martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com

Upload	File(s) https://seam.ly/ZeXKoAnQ
SCAN20090212470.pdf

Property	Address	(only	street
address	required)

2144	Rivermont	Avenue
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Parcel	ID	Number	(found	at	this	link:
https://etrakit.lynchburgva.gov/Search/parcel.aspx)

Choose	a	District Rivermont	Avenue

Property	Owner	Name Martin	Donovan

Property	Owner	Address 2144	Rivermont	Avenue
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Property	Owner	Phone 727-512-1704

Property	Owner	Email Martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com

I	understand	that	submission	of
this	application	authorizes	the
entry	onto	the	property	by	the
Historic	Preservation	Commission,
City	Staff	and	City	Council	during
the	normal	discharge	of	their
duties	in	regard	to	this
application.

Yes

The	applicant	is	the: Owner

Petitioner	Name martin	donovan

Petitioner	Address 2144	rivermont	ave
lynchburg
VA
24503

Petitioner	Phone 727-512-1704

Petitioner	Email martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com

Signature	Data First	Name:	Martin
Last	Name:	Donovan
Email	Address:	Martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com



Signed	at:	September	2,	2020	12:43pm	America/New_York

Representative	Name Martin	Donovan

Firm	Name owner

Address 2144	Rivermont	AVe
Lynchburg
VA
24503

Phone 727-512-1704

Email martindonovanrealtor@gmail.com

Preference	for	COA
approval/denial	delivery	(select
one):

Mail	to	address

Who	should	we	call	to	notify	for
pickup	or	mail	the	COA	to?

Property	Owner

Please	give	a	detailed	description
and	justification	for	the	alteration,
demolition	or	new	construction:
(this	form	must	be	accompanied
by	the	necessary	drawings,
material	samples,	photographs,
plans	and	other	materials
appropriate	to	the	request.	Failure
to	provide	supporting
documentation	will	result	in	the
request	not	being	scheduled	for
review	by	the	HPC)

Fencing	in	property	for	both	security	and	pets.	Will	place	fence	where	previous	fence	was
located.	This 	will	be	a	commercial	grade	black	aluminum	fence.	It	will	be	s ix	feet	tall	along	back
near	park	for	security	and	then	lowered	down	to	four	feet	on	both	s ides	to	match	up	with	front
along	s ide	walk.

Nature	of	Request	(check	all	that
apply)

New	Construction/Addition
Object	(s igns,	fences,	walls)

Indicate	what	supporting
documentation	is	being	provided:

Site	Plans
Photographs
Maps,	drawings,	dimensions,	or	other	documentation

Upload	File(s) https://seam.ly/BpZx6vOe
SCAN20090212470.pdf

Is	there	any	application	relevant
to	this	property	before	the:

COA

Will	there	be	a	problem
completing	the	work	within
twenty-four	(24)	months?

No



If	yes,	please	explain	why	work
cannot	be	completed	in	twenty-
four	(24)	months.
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