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Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes of August 17, 2020 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Michael Erquiaga  

Shanda K. Horner  

Emmett Lifsey 
Christopher McSwain, Chair 

Richard Morris 
Shaun Spencer-Hester 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Victoria Glasgow, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; and the public.  

 
ROLL CALL: 

 

After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   
 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey, to accept the 
consent agenda, which passed by a unanimous vote. 

 

2.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Horner): Request of Don Ayers to paint the body, 
trim, and dentaling at 1371 Rivermont Ave. (HPC2007-0013) 

  

Mr. Don Ayers of Lynchburg Construction Company was present to represent the application. The trim 
will be painted white, the body will be painted dark blue, and the dentaling will be painted a fuchsia, dark 

burgundy. These colors were selected after looking at a nearby property. 
 

Commissioner Morris stated that selected colors do not follow the guidelines and are not appropriate for 

the house. The trim should be a dark color such as dark olive or dark brown and the body should be a 
lighter tan, red, green, or brown.  

 
Mr. Ayers stated that the existing trim is painted white.  

 
Commissioner Morris responded that the trim can be repainted the same color but cannot be repainted a 

different color that does not match the guidelines. The current trim color looks like it is tan. 

 
Commissioner Horner stated that she agrees with Commissioner Morris. The proposed colors are 

inappropriate for the house and the house stands out on Rivermont.     
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to deny the application as submitted. The motion was seconded by 

Commissioner Morris. 
 

Commissioner Morris recommended that new colors, in line with the guidelines, be selected. 
 

Commissioner Horner noted that Ms. Victoria Glasgow can approve colors administratively if they are in 
line with the guidelines. 
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Commissioner Morris stated that the colors should also be more muted. 
 

Mr. Ayers acknowledged the recommendation and stated that the homeowner selected the colors. 
 

Chair McSwain stated that the homeowner should be given the guidelines to help in selecting new colors. 

 
The motion to deny the petition passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT:                     0 

 
b) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Morris): Request of Tyler Guenther to 1) pave 

gravel driveway with concrete and 2) add side retention wall after-the-fact at 2209 
Rivermont Ave. (HPC2007-0009) 

  

Mr. Tyler Guenther was present to represent the after-the-fact application. A gravel driveway was 
replaced with concrete and retaining wall block was used as a landscape border and to retain more soil. 

Due to the gas line that is present in that area, more blocks were added.  
 

Commissioner Morris stated that the concrete drive is acceptable based on the guidelines. A stone wall 
would have been more appropriate in this instance but this application is after-the-fact so the wall is 

already built. He then asked if the wall goes all the way to the end of the driveway. 

 
Mr. Guenther responded that it does not go the entire length of the driveway and that the height does 

not change throughout. If the footer were larger, it would have affected the gas line by the house. 
 

Chair McSwain stated that he does not have any issues with this application. 

 
Commissioner Erquiaga stated that he agrees with Commissioner Morris that he would have preferred a 

stone wall. The block that was used is too much of a “modern” look but he is not sure that the guidelines 
prohibit it. 

 

Ms. Victoria Glasgow stated that the guidelines were not clear on recommendations or restrictions for this 
type of wall but do state that it should be constructed with “comparable materials”. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Morris and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT:                     0 
 

c) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Nancy Marion to 1) install a 

wooden fence, 2) add a garden shed, and 3) add new railing at 1318 Church St. 
(HPC2007-0011) 

  
Ms. Nancy Marion was present to represent the application. The wooden fence will be added to the 

entrance for the purpose of containing her dog. There will be a gate between the sidewalk at Church 
Street and the sidewalk along the side of the building. A handrail will be added to the steps on the front 
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porch and will be part of the wooden fence that is being added. A garden shed will be installed in the 

back and will not be visible from Church Street. The siding of the shed will look like the house and the 
windows will resemble what is in the house.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked to see images of what is being proposed. 

 

Commissioner Morris stated that the fence and rail look to be acceptable. He asked if the garden shed 
will be below grade and if there is a parking lot in front of the proposed location. 

 
Ms. Marion responded that there is a parking lot but the shed will go below it. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked for clarification that the shed will go down the hill, below the parking lot. 

 

Ms. Marion responded that is correct. 
 

Commissioner Morris asked how far below the parking lot it will be.      
 

Ms. Marion responded that the top of the shed roof will be at the level of the parking lot. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the house is brick. 

 
Ms. Marion responded that the front is brick but the additions in the back are framed. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the shed will resemble the back of the house. 

 

Ms. Marion responded that was correct. It will be a potting shed with no electricity. There is no need for 
it to be brick. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the access to the shed would be via a walkway to the end of the structure. 

 

Ms. Marion responded that was correct.  
 

Commissioner Morris asked how big the structure will be. 
 

Ms. Marion responded that the shed will be ten (10) by twenty (20). 

 
Commissioner Lifsey made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Erquiaga and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT:                     0 
 

d) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner McSwain): Request of Josh Standeven to replace 
second-story porch columns and railings with composite material at 618 Pearl St. 

(HPC2007-0010) 

  
Mr. Josh Standeven was present to represent the application. The railing system on the second-story 

balcony porch is rotted and needs to be replaced. It will be replaced with the AZEK composite material 
that resembles wood. The product is called INTEX Millwork Solutions and can conform to the exact 

specifications of what exists currently. It will look similar, will be safer and more secure than what is 
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currently installed, and will not rot. He then shared images of the material with the Commission and 

noted that it does not look like a plastic material. 
 

Commissioner Morris stated that he had the exact same problem on his house which is also a Greek 
revival. He used AZEK to replace it and it looked the same. He did not have panels though. Rot is a 

common problem on these houses because the caps tend to leak water. He does not have an issue with 

AZEK because it is a comparable product. The difference between his house and this one though is that 
he had his rails reproduced in mahogany so they would not rot. They were reproduced to exactly what 

was there. It seems like this top and bottom rail would differ. He asked if the pickets will be the same 
dimension. 

 
Mr. Standeven responded that the pickets will be the same dimension. 

 

Commissioner Morris stated that the existing bottom rail seems pretty simple and looks flat. The 
proposed rail is not flat. The rail also wraps around the post, which could be done pretty easily but the 

rail looks like it is a different profile. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if Commissioner Morris was referencing how the pickets come to the bottom 

of the rail. 
 

Mr. Standeven stated that the proposed rail would look slightly different. It would be a little bit more 
elegant. It would not be identical but it is also two stories up and removed from the sidewalk. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked what the rail on the porch below looks like. 

 

Mr. Standeven responded that the rail on the porch below matches the rail on the second-story balcony. 
 

Commissioner Morris requested that Mr. Standeven put a tape measure on the rail and send a 
photograph of that to show the height and width of the rail. The photograph should be accompanied by a 

detailed drawing or a cut section of the rail to show the profile. The profile of the existing top and bottom 

rail needs to be duplicated. The proposed profiles are off. It’s possible a contractor could replicate the 
profile of the rails in wood but in a species that will not rot like cedar, mahogany, or ipe. The AZEK may 

be too restricting in terms of the rails they produce.  
 

Chair McSwain asked if the hand drawings that were submitted are the existing measurements or the 

proposed measurements. 
 

Mr. Standeven responded that those are the existing measurements. The proposed reconstruction will be 
nearly identical to the existing measurements. 

 
Chair McSwain asked for clarification that the top rail is three and a half (3.5) inches wide by two and 

three quarters (2.75) high. 

 
Mr. Standeven responded that is correct. 

 
Chair McSwain noted that AZEK may have multiple options that are closer to the existing specifications. 

 

Mr. Standeven asked if he would need to attend another meeting if he decided to change the railings to 
another of AZEK’s products or make them out of wood as mentioned by Commissioner Morris. 

 
Ms. Victoria Glasgow responded that the Commission can grant conditional approvals. 
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Commissioner Lifsey stated that if Mr. Standeven came back with subsequent information, as requested 

by Commissioner Morris, showing the existing top and bottom rails and that the proposed are within close 
tolerance he would be okay with Ms. Glasgow reviewing and approving it administratively. 

 
Commissioner Morris stated that Greek Revivals are very simple, not elaborate like other houses. A 

different rail would probably be more elegant but that’s not appropriate for this type of house.  

 
Commissioner Lifsey speculated that one of the bigger AZEK products might be able to be milled into a 

more simple profile to match the existing. 
 

Commissioner Morris stated that the bottom rail looks like it is almost a flat kind of stock. It doesn’t look 
like it has any kind of profile to it.  

 

Mr. Standeven agreed that from the outside there is almost no profile to the bottom rail at all.  
 

Commissioner Morris stated that should be easy to duplicate in mahogany or to find an AZEK product. 
The problem with the existing railing is that the water is coming down the pickets and sitting right on top 

of the bottom rail. There are even little pockets. That should not be duplicated because that is a bad 

design but the simple, flat stock should be duplicated. There is usually a slight angle where the pickets 
come down to allow the water to shed off. It doesn’t look like it is sloping from the picture. The top rail 

will be harder to match and make consistent with what exists currently but it needs to come close to the 
existing profile.     

 
Mr. Standeven asked what subsequent information he needs to submit. He knows he needs to measure 

the width and height of the railing. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked Ms. Glasgow if she is okay with approving this administratively. 

 
Ms. Glasgow responded that she would email the submitted materials to the Commissioners before 

granting administrative approval.               

 
Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the use of AZEK material as submitted with the 

condition that the pickets and posts will be the same size and profile as they currently are and that the 
top and bottom rail will be resubmitted for approval with a close match to the existing rails. The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Lifsey and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT:                     0 
 

e) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Taylor Hawkins and Aubrey 

Plourde to 1) add a rear privacy fence and 2) add a rear garden shed at 1005 Harrison 
St. (HPC2008-0001) 

  
Mr. Taylor Hawkins and Ms. Aubrey Plourde were present to represent the application. A privacy fence 

will be installed behind the house that will match the rear fence of the neighbor’s house. It will not 

exceed six (6) feet tall. A garden shed will also be installed behind the house and will be used for 
storage. It will match the style of the home and will not be visible from the street at all. On the fence, 

there will be a gate a little more than halfway back on the right side. It will extend along the side of the 
property to a retaining wall in the back. There will be another piece of fence on the other side of the 

house that will block their dogs from escaping.  
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Commissioner Morris asked if the proposed fence will match the neighbor’s fence. 

 
Mr. Hawkins responded that is correct. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey asked if the neighbor’s fence was approved by the Commission. 

 

Ms. Glasgow responded that she was unsure. 
 

Ms. Plourde responded that their neighbor had said that the fence was approved.  
 

Commissioner Morris stated that the vertical boards for this type of fencing are appropriate for the 
neighborhood and meet the guidelines. He also drove by the house and can confirm that it will not be 

visible. 

 
Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Horner and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 

NOES:                       0 
ABSTENTIONS:                    0 

ABSENT:                     0 
 

f) ACTION (Vacancy): Request of Anna Chytla to do extensive work at 1000 Court St. 
(HPC2008-0002) 

  

Ms. Elizabeth Baxter was present to represent the application. In the front of the property, the wall in the 
existing brick patio area along the entryway will be demolished where the existing stairs, column, and 

patio are. Everything will be shifted over to allow for a new staircase and walkway to the main entry of 
the building from the driveway. The current column that’s there is in disarray and is not original to the 

building. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked what will be put in its place. 

 
Ms. Baxter responded that the column will be removed in its entirety and the existing stair gap will be 

infilled. A new four (4) foot wide staircase on the other side of where the column is will be built to lead to 

the pathway that will lead to the entry of the property.  
 

Commissioner Morris asked how many columns are being removed. 
 

Ms. Baxter responded that they are removing just one column. 
 

Commissioner Morris suggested voting on all of the work at one time. 

 
Ms. Baxter stated that the new stair will be installed on the other side of that area and then new sidewalk 

will be installed. It will connect to the existing sidewalk, go up the driveway, and curve into the main 
entry. 

 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the access to the new sidewalk will be at the front. 
 

Commissioner Morris asked if any pictures of the existing sidewalk had been submitted.  
 

Ms. Baxter responded that there is no existing sidewalk in that area, just a driveway. 
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Commissioner Lifsey asked if the fence and wall in that area continues all the way across the front. 

 
Ms. Baxter responded that is correct. Right now the front side of the building is nothing but a brick patio 

area. Two new sidewalks will be installed along the front.  
 

Commissioner Morris asked what will be on the side.  

 
Ms. Baxter responded that in the driveway area landscaping and utilities will be installed.  

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the sidewalk will be brick. 

 
Ms. Baxter responded that the sidewalk will be a brick edge with an aggregate fill.  

 

Commissioner Erquiaga noted that it will be the same as the old Seven Hills School. 
 

Ms. Baxter stated that service equipment will be placed along the driveway area and it coincides with the 
sidewalk installation. The location of the RPDA and the RPZ in the hotbox has been approved by Angela 

Heffner. A new electric meter will be placed in an existing location but more meters are being added to 

accommodate the increase in units. A new dominion power pole is also being located in this area for a 
service upgrade. A mechanical unit will be placed in the backside as well but it is not visible from the 

street. 
 

Commissioner Lifsey asked if the grade changed where the HVAC units are located. 
 

Ms. Baxter responded that the grade does change. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the building was going to be used as apartments or offices. 

 
Ms. Baxter responded that it will be used as seven (7) apartments. 

 

Chair McSwain stated that is a great location for that equipment. 
 

Ms. Baxter stated that on the backside of the property new patio spaces and fencing along the existing 
stone retaining walls will be installed. A two-tiered garden will be put into place as a tenant amenity area. 

 

Commissioner Morris asked if that will be in the rear of the house. 
 

Ms. Baxter responded that is correct. The windows and wood trim will also be painted. The Sherwin-
Williams color “chopsticks” will be for the windows, cornice, and corbels. The dark color will be used for 

all of the doors. 
 

Commissioner Morris asked if the coins will be painted as well.  

 
Ms. Baxter responded that they will not be painted. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the corbels, fascia, soffits, and window sashes will all be the same color. 

 

Ms. Baxter responded that is correct. The dark color will only be used for the entry door.  
 

Commissioner Horner made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Erquiaga. 

 
Commissioner Morris asked if the utility hotbox would be screened. 
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Ms. Baxter responded that there will be landscaping surrounding it.  
 

Commissioner Morris asked if the existing concrete patio on the front side of the property will remain the 
same. 

 

Ms. Baxter responded that it will not remain the same. Most of the existing concrete areas will be 
demolished and replaced with sidewalks or greenspace. The front patio is mostly brick pavers. The back 

concrete patios will be demolished and replaced with a patio style that matches the front with the brick 
border and aggregate fill. This work is included in this application. 

 
Commissioner Lifsey stated that it is hardscape material and is in essence like kind. 

 

Ms. Baxter stated that there is a patio layout for the back garden included in the application with the two 
sidewalks.   

 
The motion passed by the following vote: 

 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 
ABSENT:                     0 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS: 

 

a) ACTION (Advocate-Commissioner Lifsey): Request of Jerry and Dawn Price to add 
paved parking/turnaround spot as well as modify walkway in the front yard at 3206 

Rivermont Ave. (HPC2005-0006) 
  

Mr. Jerry Price and Mrs. Dawn Price were present to represent the application. The current driveway will 

be edged with brick pavers to help tie in a courtyard area off to the left. The current sidewalk will be 
removed and replaced with matching brick pavers. A courtyard area will be created in the front with 

benches and small boxwoods outlining it in planters so it doesn’t look like an area where a car could turn 
around. Despite its appearance, it will be offered to visitors and delivery people to use to turn around if 

they are not comfortable backing onto Rivermont Avenue. The edging along the driveway will tie the 

courtyard in to the existing driveway better. They did not want to use any more asphalt but this creates a 
border of twelve (12) inches on either side of the driveway and makes it wider. This area has been 

flagged off and they practiced backing in and out with different sized vehicles to see if it would work. The 
landscaping on the right belongs to the neighbor who allows them to trim it back from their driveway but 

they cannot cut anything down nor do extensive trimming. Again, this area provides an alternative to 
backing out onto Rivermont Avenue. Both the increase in sidewalk traffic and the speed at which people 

try to get to the nearby stoplight contribute to the need for such an alternative. 

 
Commissioner Morris stated that it looks beautiful and is exactly what should be done when there is an 

issue with traffic and a turnaround is needed.  
 

Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the application as submitted. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Horner and passed by the following vote: 
 

AYES: Erquiaga, Horner, Lifsey, McSwain, Morris, and Spencer-Hester      6 
NOES:                       0 

ABSTENTIONS:                    0 
ABSENT:                     0 
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4. NEXT MEETING DAY: 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for September 21, 2020. 

 
5. ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m. 

 
 

               
                 

ATTEST: ____________________________________ ATTEST: _________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                        Chair 


