
 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 
 

 
To:    Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 
From:   Anne Leslie Nygaard, AICP  

Secretary to the HPC 
 
Date:  June 10, 2019 
 
Subject:  2244 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 

 
 
The requested sign meets the guidelines in regards to lettering, color, and lighting. However, the 
proposed acrylic is not a recommended material and should be carefully considered.  Information on 
mounting was not provided. 
 
Staff has requested a rendering of the sign to illustrate the sizing and proportions to the building.  







Lynchburg Historic Districts Residential Design Review Guidelines – Lynchburg, Virginia  

107 
 

X.  GUIDELINES FOR SIGNS 

________________________________________________________ 

POLICY: 

Lynchburg’s overlay districts include areas which contain neighborhood commercial 
buildings or areas zoned for mixed use. Signs should be appropriate for historic 
buildings in their design and placement as well as meeting the City’s sign ordinance.  

Signs:  

A. which are historic such as painted wall signs should be preserved, maintained, and 
repaired when possible.  

B. should typically be of traditional materials such as wood, glass, or metal. Sandblasted 
wood signs are appropriate. Plastic substrate signs, plywood signs, or unfinished wood 
are not recommended however, alternative/ composite materials may be considered 
(i.e. Dibond – laminated aluminum over hard rubber core) depending on use and 
placement..  

C. should be sized in proportion to the building. Avoid oversized signs.    

D. should total no more than two signs and one sandwich board per building.    

E. that resemble logos or symbols for businesses are encouraged.  

F. should have no more than two or three colors - colors should be coordinated with 
overall building colors.    

G. should have traditional lettering such as serif, sans serif, or script lettering. Letters 
should not exceed 18 inches in height and cover more than 60% of the total sign area.   

H. should be located at traditional sign locations for neighborhood commercial buildings 
such as storefront beltcourses, upper facade walls (not to exceed 5% of the overall wall 
surface), hanging or mounted inside windows, or projecting from the face of the 
building. Appropriate sign locations for formerly residential properties include front 
yards, projecting from porches or eaves, and front walls.  

I. should have mounting brackets and hardware anchored into mortar not masonry.  

J. should have concealed lighting. Spot or up-lit lighting for signs is recommended. 
Internally-lit signs are not appropriate for commercial buildings in historic areas.  
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Preserve and maintain original wall signs    Appropriate free standing sign in front yard at 
(508 Cabell Street).          2460 Rivermont Avenue. 
 

 

    

Free standing sign at the sidewalk at     Neighborhood commercial buildings in the 
2711 Rivermont Avenue.        1200 block of Rivermont Avenue. 

    

Appropriate sign locations for traditional neighborhood commercial buildings. 
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