
 
 
 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Victoria Glasgow, AICP Candidate 
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator 

 
Date: December 6, 2019 

 
Subject:       478 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 
 
 
Garages and Outbuildings - new: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that Secondary Buildings 
such as garages, carports, garden sheds and other outbuildings should be located on rear or side facades, 
not on primary facades. Free-standing carports shall be located at the rear of buildings and shall not be 
readily visible from the street. Most readily available carport designs have flat roofs and metal support 
columns and are not compatible with older building designs. Secondary Buildings should be simple in 
design but reflecting the general character of the primary building. For example, use gable roof forms if 
the main dwelling has a gable roof, hipped roof forms if the main dwelling has a hipped roof etc; located 
as traditional for the street, near an alley or at the side of the dwelling, not close to or attached to the 
primary building; compatible in design, shape, materials, and roof shape to the main building; and historic 
in design and detailing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 35.2-13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2-13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



 
Greg Brochon, of 478 Rivermont, is petitioning to: 
1) Build a 600 sq ft, 12’ high two-car wooden detached garage in the side yard with the following 

architectural elements: 
a. Two vinyl insulated windows one-over-one panes 
b. Cedar siding 
c. Wooden door 
d. Architectural shingles 
e. 2-car garage barn doors fronting Rivermont 
f. 5:12 or 6:12 roof pitch 

 
       Mr. Brochon received a COA for the garage in 2008 which expired in 2009, requiring him to apply again.  
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Secondary Buildings 

Secondary Buildings such as garages, carports, garden sheds and other outbuildings should be: 

L. located on rear or side facades, not on primary facades.  Free-standing carports shall 
be located at the rear of buildings and shall not be readily visible from the street.  Most 
readily available carport designs have flat roofs and metal support columns and are not 
compatible with older building designs  

M. smaller in scale than the primary building; 

N. simple in design but reflecting the general character of the primary building. For 
example, use gable roof forms if the main dwelling has a gable roof, hipped roof forms if 
the main dwelling has a hipped roof etc.; 

O. located as traditional for the street, near an alley or at the side of the dwelling, not 
close to or attached to the primary building; and 

P. compatible in design, shape, materials, and roof shape to the main building. 

Q. preferably of wood siding. However, if located along rear alleys or towards the rear of 
the lot, secondary buildings may have approved synthetic exterior siding materials such 
as hardiplank. Along rear alleys or rear lot lines, standard pre-fabricated buildings may 
be considered. Typically, the orientation of the siding (i.e. horizontal or vertical) should 
be consistent with the orientation of siding on the primary structure. 

R. historic in design and detailing. For garages, wood paneled doors are more appropriate 
than paneled doors of vinyl, aluminum, or steel. Wood paneled overhead roll-up doors 
are widely available and are appropriate for new garages. 
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