
 
 
 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Victoria Glasgow, AICP Candidate 
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator 

 
Date: November 11, 2019 

 
Subject:       816 Rivermont Avenue Staff Finding 
 
 
Mechanical: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that mechanical systems should be located 
where they are not visible from the street and, if visible on the sides of buildings, should be screened with 
shrubbery or fencing. 

 
Foundations: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that foundations should be preserved and 
maintained in their original design and with original materials and detailing. The Guidelines also state that 
foundations of brick should be painted or stuccoed only if the brick and/or mortar is mismatched or 
inappropriately repaired. Dark reds, browns or other traditional brick colors are appropriate paint colors 
for foundations. If masonry, foundations should be cleaned, repaired, or repointed according to masonry 
guidelines. 
 
The Guidelines are not clear on whether parging is considered “stucco” or not.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 



Request of Stuart Johnston of 816 Rivermont Avenue to: 

1) Add a dual zone central air unit and two heat pumps at rear of house 
2) Complete parging the foundations  
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4.  MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 

POLICY: 

Modern air conditioning and heating units often require condensers and other units to be 
placed on the exterior. Heating and cooling units should be placed at rear or sides of 
buildings not visible from the street. The placement of these units at the front of buildings 
is not appropriate and should be avoided. Screening of these units through shrubbery, 

fencing, or lattice panels is highly recommended.  

Mechanical Systems:  

A. should be located where they are not visible from the street. 

B. if visible on the sides of buildings, should be screened with shrubbery or fencing. 

C. such as window air-conditioners should be located in windows on the rear or sides of 
buildings and should not result in the removal or replacement of the original window 
sash or surround. 

D. such as solar energy panels should be located on rear sections of the roof, behind  
dormers or gables or other areas not visible from the street. 

E. such as electrical and gas meters and other mechanical equipment should be located 
on the rear or side of a building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HVAC units should be screened with landscaping or fencing. 

No 
Yes 
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9.  FOUNDATIONS   

POLICY:  

Foundations in Lynchburg are especially prominent because of the size of the grade 
changes in the “Hill” historic neighborhoods. Foundation materials include stone, 
brick, brick piers, poured concrete, and rock-faced concrete block. Original 
foundation materials should be preserved and maintained. Foundations should be 
repaired and maintained in keeping with masonry guidelines. The installation of 
lattice panels between brick piers is more historically correct than infilling between 
the piers with concrete block or other materials. .  

Foundations:  

A. should be preserved and maintained in their original design and with original 
materials and detailing. 

B. with brick piers should be filled in as traditional for the type and style of the 
house. Appropriate materials include wood lattice framed panels and/or 
decorative vertical wood boards. Many commercially available lattice panels, 
particularly those with lighter weight, rough finished and stapled slats, are not 
appropriate for this purpose.  Lattice panels should be set back from the fronts of 
the piers and should be painted with colors that complement the exterior colors 
and appearance of the structure 

C. should not be concealed with concrete block, plywood panels, corrugated metal, 
or wood shingles. 

D. if masonry, should be cleaned, repaired, or repointed according to masonry 
guidelines.  

E. of brick should be painted or stuccoed only if the brick and/or mortar is 
mismatched or inappropriately repaired. Dark reds, browns or other traditional 
brick colors are appropriate paint colors for foundations. 

F. infilled with concrete block should be stuccoed or painted to match the brick or 
concealed beneath lattice panels. 
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Lattice panels are appropriate and 
recommended for infill between brick pier 
foundations (602 Washington Street). 

Appropriate lattice panels between brick 
piers (1015 Federal Street).  

 

Lattice panels should be added between 
piers not in front or behind them. 

 

 

 

 

Preserve, maintain and repoint correctly 
original stone foundation materials (302 
Cabell Street).  

 

 

Brick pier foundations are often prominent 
features due to the steep slopes in the 
“Hill” districts (401 Washington Street). 
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