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GROWTH THROUGH OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 
COMES TO LYNCHBURG 

Sheriff Don Sloan and the Lynchburg Sheriff ’s Office recently launched the 
Growth Through Opportunity (GTO) Program.
 
The 16-week GTO Program engages persons with disabilities (“cadets”) with first 
responders from the Lynchburg Sheriff ’s Office, Lynchburg Police Department, 
Lynchburg Fire Department and the Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority. 
The Lynchburg inaugural class began August 14 with three cadets (all city of 
Lynchburg residents). There is no cost to participate in the GTO Program for 
cadets or any of the participating agencies.  
 
The goal of the GTO Program is to give individuals with disabilities the tools 
to support themselves, find gainful employment and prepare them for real life 
circumstances—job, life and social skills that can improve their quality of life.  
It also unites first responders with adults with autism, Down syndrome, cerebral 
palsy and other developmental disabilities so the first responders can gain further 
knowledge and training.  
 
The GTO class size is small, usually with just three to six cadets. This way, 
cadets can build long lasting relationships with others as well as their local first 
responders. First responders gain personal and professional experience of disability 
awareness and a better understanding of individuals with these unique challenges.  
 
The current Lynchburg GTO class will conclude on Friday, November 30 at 
11:30 a.m. with a graduation ceremony scheduled to take place in the Council 
Chamber at City Hall, 900 Church Street. The public is cordially invited to attend. 

LIBRARY CALENDAR 
OF EVENTS

Deciphering The News
Thursday, September 20, 6:00 p.m. 
Lynchburg Public Library | 2315 Memorial Avenue 
Community Meeting Room | FREE 
 
Are you confused about how to tell “real news” from “fake news?” Do you feel 
overwhelmed by all the stories about current events? Have you given up trying 
to determine what information is reliable? With so many new media outlets 
bombarding us daily, it is hard to know who to trust and what to think about 
global affairs. However, as citizens it is important to stay informed.  
 
Dr. Jennifer Gauthier, Professor of Communication Studies at Randolph 
College, will help you learn how to decipher the news, sort out fact from 
opinion, and cut through misleading rhetoric to hone in on what really matters.

For more information, call (434) 455-6310.

TEMPLETON SENIOR CENTER RECEIVES AWARD  
Congratulations to the Templeton Senior Center, 
recipient of OurHealth Lynchburg and Southside 
magazine’s Gold Award for Senior Community 
Centers for the third year! This Reader’s Choice 
Award was announced in the magazine’s August/ 
September edition which features the regional 
2018 Senior Living Award winners.  
 
According to the magazine’s Facebook page, 
“OurHealth partners with local healthcare and 
healthcare-related experts to deliver timely, in-depth 
information about local medical procedures and services, research, nutrition, 
fitness and human interest topics.”  
 
The Templeton Senior Center, located at 225 Wiggington Road, provides 
activities for active adults of all ages—not just seniors—and has been a 
gathering place in the community since 2004. Stop by sometime for a bridge 
game or perhaps a Zumba class or a book discussion! Find out more at 
www.lynchburgparksandrec.com.

US 221/501 INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT
Thursday, Oct. 4, 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Fire Station #7 | 2624 Lakeside Drive

The City of Lynchburg will host a public 
informational meeting for the US 501/221 
Intersection Improvements Project. Roadway 
improvements alternatives are currently 

being evaluated. The meeting will provide an opportunity to learn more about the 
project and for the community to provide input. 

Representatives from the City of Lynchburg, Virginia Department of 
Transportation and Federal Highway Administration will be present to discuss 
the project status and answer your questions. The meeting format will include 
information stations in lieu of a formal presentation. Attendees will have an 
opportunity to review the information on display. 

Comment sheets will be available, and the public’s input is encouraged. Responses 
will be posted on the project website, www. lynchburgva.gov.

P U B L I C  M E E T I N G

LYNCHBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT WINS AWARD

The City of Lynchburg has been notified that the Lynchburg Police Department 
(LPD) is the recipient of this year’s Virginia Municipal League’s (VML) Quality 
of Life Award. The award recognizes the department’s Community Action Team 
(CAT) and its successful community engagement activities.   
 
The Quality of Life Award is one of five Innovation Awards recognizing local 
governments in Virginia for outstanding achievements and is recognized as 
Virginia’s highest honor in local government creativity. In addition to Quality 
of Life, awards are given in Communications, Environmental Quality, Lifelong 
Learning, and Community and Economic Development. The awards will be 
presented at the 2018 VML Annual Conference in Hampton in October.  
 
Award Entry Summary: QUALITY OF LIFE
Recognizing a rise in distrust in minority communities across the country, the 
Lynchburg Police Department (LPD) created the Community Action Team (CAT) 
to develop and nurture working relationships with the local government agencies, 
businesses and citizens of Lynchburg. CAT officers are uniquely positioned to address 
these issues because they do not answer radio calls and can focus on community policing. 
The creation of CAT did not require any budget allocations, instead it relies upon 
existing community resources to accomplish its mission of addressing citizen concerns 
while maintaining positive relationships and building trust in the community it 
serves. In one instance, following a shooting in a neighborhood, CAT officers canvassed 
the neighborhood and provided support to the LPD. This engagement resulted in the 
improved understanding of the citizens’ needs and resulted in dramatically lower 
crime-related activity in the area. Lynchburg’s CAT is truly an example of local law 
enforcement putting the community first.

The Virginia Municipal League is a nonprofit, nonpartisan association of 
city, town and county governments established to improve and assist local 
governments through legislative advocacy, research, education and other services. 
For more information about the Innovation Awards, visit www.vml.org/education/
innovation-awards.
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