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Editor’s Note: The following is a Facebook post written by Ron Carlee, a colleague
of Lynchburg City Manager Bonnie Svrcek. Carlee is the former Arlington County
Manager and the former City Manager in Charlotte, N. C. He has given the City
permission to reprint it here in the City Source. We thought it was appropriate as we
recover from our first snowstorm of the season. We would love to hear your thoughts.
Go to the City’s Facebook page (@lynchburgva) and give us your feedback.
“As cities across the south brace
for potentially significant
snowstorms, some are making
the mistake of claiming to be
“prepared or “ready.” If a really
big snow comes, they’re not.
They can’t be. It does not make
financial sense.
This does not mean that
local officials are not doing
everything that they should
be doing. In fact, some may
be very over prepared. How many times have children not done their homework,
betting on a snow day that did not happen?
Southern cities see so little snow for such short periods of time that it is not
prudent to invest extensively in snow moving equipment.
When President Obama moved from Chicago to Washington, he was shocked
that the city shut down over a few snowflakes. It takes a massive blizzard to shut
down Chicago, New York, or Boston. They get so much snow that they must
invest in snow removal infrastructure as a matter of economic survival. Not so in
Southern cities.
So what does a successful southern response look like?
• Major streets are passable shortly after the snowfall stops.
• Major bus routes are operational.
• Major emergency vehicle routes are passable.
Side streets and neighborhoods will take considerably longer, and this is where
residents get frustrated. They will hear the city declare victory, but they cannot get
out of their driveway.
The other major southern problem is getting sidewalks clear. We have
appropriately created more walkable cities and people increasingly depend on
sidewalks in urban areas as a primary means of transportation. However, neither
residents nor businesses are particularly attentive to sidewalk clearing.
An effective snow response takes more than the local government. It takes
residents staying off the streets during the snowfall and immediate clearing. It
takes residents clearing their sidewalks and the sidewalks of neighbors unable to
do so. It takes business owners clearing their parking lots and the sidewalks around
their business and leading to the business.
Finally, it is important to remember that hundreds of local and state public
servants will be working very long and grueling days and nights if a real snow
does come.
I remember riding in a city snowplow in the middle of night, my feet freezing
and nauseous from the smell of diesel. The driver, however, was an artist,
maneuvering through the tightest of streets, around cul-de-sacs, and up and down
hills that would have meant disaster for the casual driver.
Water lines and sewer lines will freeze and break. Workers will descend into
the coldest and darkest and nastiest of places to keep the city functioning and to
protect the environment. Others will be doing behind-the-scenes jobs that no one
will ever know about—taking angry phone calls, dispatching responders, ordering
more supplies, making coffee…lots of coffee.
And, this story will repeat itself in the private sector as convenience stores, diners,
gas stations, hospitals, and hotels make the extra effort to maintain their own 24/7
emergency response.
Snow can be a source of great beauty and joy for the young and young at
heart. If we can relax, be a kid for a while, and then be reasonable adults, a major
southern snow can be a gift. Just don’t expect your city to get everything back to
normal immediately—we don’t really want to pay what that would cost. And to
those who cannot stay home and be a kid because of their duty to respond, let us
all give them special thanks.”

City of Lynchburg’s Treasurer’s Office
Relocation in City Hall
The City of Lynchburg’s Treasurer’s Office, previously located on the ground
floor in City Hall, 900 Church Street, has relocated to the first floor in City Hall
(across from the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office).
In addition to its regular duties, the Treasurer’s Office has assumed the
responsibilities of the current Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Select
Office which include vehicle titles, registrations and decals, license plates, permits
and placards, transcript requests and voter registration applications. (All DMV
Select transactions start at the Commissioner of the Revenue’s Office.)
The Treasurer’s Office hours are 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Friday;
DMV Select Office hours are 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.
For more information, contact Robert Bailey, Treasurer at (434) 455-4243.

Reminder: Applications Now
Being Accepted for 14th Annual
Lynchburg Citizens Academy
The City of Lynchburg is accepting applications for its
14th Annual Lynchburg Citizens Academy. Deadline
for registration is Friday, February 17, 2017, and space is
limited. The Academy begins on Thursday, March 2, 2017.
Citizens Academy is a free interactive program of 12 sessions that provides
an opportunity for residents to learn about City government through firsthand experience and gain exposure to the wide range of government functions,
services, activities and issues. The two and a half hour sessions are held on
consecutive Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Register online or download the application at www.lynchburgva.gov/
citizens-academy. To request an application by mail or for more information, call
the Communications & Marketing Department at 455-3800.

Parks and Recreation Calendar of Events

Lynchburg Parks and Recreation is your source for fun! Check out the following events
coming up this winter, and find many more at www.LynchburgParksAndRec.com or
pick up an Activity Guide at Miller Center, 301 Grove Street.
Madden ’17 Xbox One and PS4 Tournament
Saturday, January 28, 11:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Ages 12-18 | Miller Center | $10 Player Fee
Get your Madden on with Lynchburg Parks and Recreation
this January! Participants ages 12-18 and adults are invited to
sign up for in this single-elimination Madden ’17 tournament
featuring two brackets (for Xbox One and PS4 players), and
allow up to 160 players to face-off against each other while
competing for one of three top prizes! Register by 1/25/2017.
Daddy Daughter Dance
Saturday, February 11, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Ages 6–18 | The Aviary
$10/Daddy Daughter Pair, $6/Each Additional Daughter
A two-hour dance dedicated to the special relationship between father and
daughter. This semi-formal Daddy Daughter dance will give girls ages 6–18 and
the significant men in their lives the opportunity to bond. Admission to the dance
includes two hours of dancing, light refreshments, access to a photo booth, and one
flower for each daughter. Register online or in person by 2/1/2017.

Lynchburg Public Library Calendar of Events
The Lynchburg Public Library,
2315 Memorial Avenue, will host weekly
children’s programs beginning Tuesday,
January 24 through the first week of
May. All programs are on a first come,
first served basis, and space is limited.
For more information, visit
www.lynchburgpubliclibrary.org or call the
Library’s Youth Department at (434) 455-6320.
Tales for Twos for children ages 2-3 and their caregivers and siblings
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. - 10:55 a.m. in the Storytime Room
Babygarten for children under the age of 2 and their caregivers and siblings
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in the Storytime Room
After School STEAM: Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Math
For children ages 6-8; parents do not attend
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the Youth Department
After School STEAM: Science, Technology, Engineering, Art,
and Math
For children ages 9-12; parents do not attend
Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in the Community Meeting Room
Preschool Storytime for children ages 3-5 only;
parents do not attend
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
STEAM: Science Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math
For children ages 6-8 only; parents do not attend
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
“Speaking of Books…”
Meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Community
Meeting Room. This month’s selection is “One Hundred Years of Solitude” by
Gabriel Garcia Marquez. Join us for light refreshments and lively conversations!
Knit Wits Knitting and Crochet Club
Meets on the second and fourth Thursday of each month at 4:00 p.m. in the
Creative Space. Love to knit or crochet? Want to learn? Join us as we share
patterns and learn new ones.

Sharing Our Stories
SPECIAL EXHIBITS JANUARY 13 - DECEMBER 31, 2017
Seven Hills
of History
Firefighting in the
Hill City
It Was My Privilege
and My Duty:
Lynchburg in WWI

Lynchburg Museum
901 Court Street ~ Lynchburg, VA

M - Sa 10AM-4PM
S - Noon-4PM
(434) 455-6226
LynchburgMuseum.org
PointofHonor.org

Point of Honor
112 Cabell Street ~ Lynchburg, VA

/LynchburgMuseum
/LburgMuse

