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Do you have the LYNCHBURG VA app yet? If not, you can download 
the LYNCHBURG VA app from the App Store or Google Play.

MAIN STREET: OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
“Awesome!” We’ve heard that exclamation 
from families with small children getting 
a close-up look at excavators, loaders 
and cranes hard at work on Main Street. 
We’ve heard it from pedestrians who are 
wowed and amused by beautiful artwork 
and humorous southern sayings adorning 
the construction fencing.  We’ve even 
heard it from motorists when they realize 
that one lane of Main Street remains open to traffic.  

The Main Street Renewal Project, which began in September, is already 
months ahead of schedule with a new target completion date of July 2021. This 
cooperative effort between the City of Lynchburg and Appalachian Power is 
replacing aging water lines and upgrading electrical infrastructure that Downtown 
Lynchburg needs to grow and thrive. Each block will be restored with streetscape 
features that are visually appealing to motorists and pedestrians. 
 
The hardworking, conscientious crews from English Construction, Carolina 
Conduit Systems, JB Moore, New River Electrical and Counts and Dobyns have 
made sure the construction area is impeccably clean. In addition, the City of 
Lynchburg is offering free parking at the Midtown Parking Deck—just follow 
the signs!

Don’t let a little construction keep you from enjoying Downtown Lynchburg! 
Please continue to support the downtown businesses during this vital project that 
makes Lynchburg a great place to live, work and play. For more information on 
the Main Street Renewal Project, visit www.renewlyh.com.

The City of Lynchburg is accepting applications for its 
17th Annual Lynchburg Citizens Academy. Deadline 
for registration is Friday, February 14, 2020, and space is 
limited. The Academy begins on Thursday, March 5.

Citizens Academy is a free, interactive program of 
12 sessions that provides an opportunity for residents 
to learn about City government through first-hand 
experience and gain exposure to the wide range of 
government functions, services, activities and issues. The two and a half hour 
sessions are held on consecutive Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Register online at www.lynchburgva.gov/citizensacademy. To request an 
application by mail or for more information, call the Communications & 
Marketing Department at (434) 455-3800.

APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE 17TH 
ANNUAL LYNCHBURG CITIZENS ACADEMY

Lynchburg Municipal Offices 
will be CLOSED on 
December 24 & 25 

and January 1 
in observance of 

Christmas & New Year’s Day.

Wednesday, Dec. 25 trash will be collected Friday, Dec. 27. Wednesday, Jan. 1 
trash will be collected Friday, Jan 3. Tuesday, Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 collections 
follow the normal schedule. 

Call Citizens First Info Center at 856-CITY (2489) for more information. 

Priority 1: Clearing of all primary 
streets and heaviest traffic routes.

Priority 2: Clearing of all secondary 
streets and bus routes.

Priority 3: Plowing of all residential 
streets if more than two inches of snow.

City crews work around the clock to handle slick spots and other street problems. 
Chemicals and abrasives are used only on main routes and bridges as needed.

Helpful Tips for Citizens During the Snow Season

Be Prepared - Equip your vehicle in advance; chains or snow tires are required 
when streets are covered. Plan off-street parking and alternate routes.

Be Patient - The City will attempt to clear heavy snow from more than 850 lane 
miles of street as quickly as possible. 

Be Informed - Save work by shoveling driveways AFTER the City plows have 
passed your residence. Snow removed from driveways and parking lots should 
not be thrown into the street or onto the sidewalk. According to City Code, it 
is the duty of the occupant of every house or lot to have all snow removed from 
sidewalks or foot-ways within four hours after snow has stopped. If snow ends 
during the night, sidewalks or foot-ways must be cleared by 12:00 p.m. the 
following day.

Be Cautious - Don’t travel unless necessary and exercise extreme caution when 
doing so. Avoid unnecessary trips.

Be Helpful - Pool neighborhood resources. Consider helping the elderly with 
grocery shopping, snow shoveling and other chores.

HOW THE CITY PRIORITIZES SNOW REMOVAL

CONSOLIDATED PLAN & 2020 ANNUAL ACTION 
PLAN WORKSHOPS AND PUBLIC MEETINGS
In preparation of its 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan, 2020 Annual Action Plan 
and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, the City of Lynchburg 
is seeking community input with workshops and public meetings scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 17 and Wednesday, December 18 at the Miller Center,  
301 Grove Street.

Stakeholder Workshops 
• Affordable Housing, Tuesday, December 17, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
• Workforce Development, Tuesday, December 17, 3:00 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
• Housing for Individuals and Families in Crisis, Wednesday,  

December 18, 9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
• Asset-Building in LMI Neighborhoods, Wednesday, December 18,  

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
• Healthy Housing and Healthy Neighborhoods, Wednesday,  

December 18, 1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Public Meetings
In addition, two public meetings are scheduled on Tuesday, December 17 and 
Wednesday, December 18, 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. each evening. Both meetings 
will be held at the Miller Center, 301 Grove Street, Room 205. This facility is 
handicapped accessible with free parking. 

Online Survey
For those who are unable to attend the workshops or public meetings, an online, 
English and Spanish language survey is available at www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CP-AI-Lynchburg to provide input. The deadline to complete the survey is 
December 31, 2019.

For more information, contact Melva Walker, Grants Manager, Community 
Development Department at (434) 455-3916 or melva.walker@lynchburgva.gov. 

KWANZAA HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
The observance of Kwanzaa is celebrated 
for seven nights with special significance 
given to the lighting of the seven colored 
candles, and discussion of their Swahili 
symbols and principles. Family and 
friends participate with poetry readings, 
songs and African dance selections. The 
Legacy Museum invites the Lynchburg 
community for the 2019 celebration on 
Friday, December 27 from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. at the Miller Center, 301 Grove Street. 

Kwanzaa, a secular festival or holiday is observed as a celebration of African 
American culture, heritage, unity and traditional values. Kwanzaa was created 
in 1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga, Professor and Department Chair of Africana 
Studies at California State University. Dr. Karenga’s goal was to start a holiday 
that paid tribute to the roots and traditional cultural values from the African 
continent as applied to everyday living. It has now been accepted as a week-long 
festival held in the United States and other nations in the African diaspora.

LYNCHBURG RANKED NO. 55 FOR MOST 
AFFORDABLE HOMES IN THE US FOR 2020
According to a new report released this month by 
LendEDU.com, Lynchburg has ranked No. 55 out of 
300 cities with the Most Affordable Homes in the U.S. 
for 2020. The ranking was included in the Cities with the 
Most and Least Affordable Homes in the U.S. for 2020.  

Using data from the Harvard Joint Center for Housing 
Studies and the U.S. Census Bureau, the study looked 
at which major metropolitan areas had the highest and lowest proportions of 
affordable homes for families living there. The study showed that 93.02% of 
Lynchburg’s homes were affordable for the average household living here. 

For the purpose of the study, homes were considered to be affordable if the 
required monthly mortgage payment was less than 31% of the median monthly 
household income for that area. Only homes purchased within 12 months prior to 
the U.S. Census Bureau survey date were included in the study.

LYNCHBURG MUSEUM EXHIBITS
Through January 31, 2020 
Lynchburg Takes Flight: Aviation History  
of the Hill City

March 2020 - March 2021
Commemorating 100 Years  
of Women’s Suffrage  
in Lynchburg, Virginia

The mission of the Lynchburg Museum System is 
to collect, interpret and preserve the history and 
material culture of Lynchburg and surrounding 
area. The Museum System operates two sites, the 
Lynchburg Museum at the Old Courthouse and Point of Honor, Dr. George 
Cabell’s 1815 historic home. Both sites are open seven days a week for tours. All 
Museum exhibits are free and open to the public. 

For more information about these and other exhibits and events, visit  
www.LynchburgMuseum.org or find them on social media. The Lynchburg 
Museum is located at 901 Court Street.


