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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 

8:00 a.m. 

 

Members:  Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Vice-Mayor Mary Jane Dolan, 

Council Member Sterling Wilder, and Mayor Treney Tweedy, ex-officio 

 
Staff Present:  Bonnie Svrcek, Reid Wodicka, Lee Newland, Kent White, Marjette 

Upshur, Scott Parkins, Tom Martin, Mohammad Zaid, Gaynelle Hart and 

Patricia Martin 

        

Council Member Perrow convened the PDC Meeting at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Recent/Pending Contract Awards:  Lee Newland  - None  

 

Priority Projects:    Lee Newland 
 

Mr. Newland reported that the Timberlake/Logan’s Lane Intersection Project is listed as complete 

and that this is true.  The overhead sign on the right just past Wards Ferry Road has a cracked 

foundation on it.  It was discovered when we were doing a sign evaluation.  We have gotten the 

contractor to agree to take it down as part of the project.  VDOT has agreed to it so they are paying 

half of it and we are paying half of it.  It will be done at night from 10:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m. because 

they have to close both rows of traffic.  The sign “Lynchburg Expressway” will be remounted on a 

post sign on the right.  The other 2 signs will go away since there is a ground mounted sign for 501 

further down the road.   

 

Liberty Mountain Drive is complete except for the street lights.  We have been in contact with AEP 

and they will be back to install and their schedule indicates that it will complete by February 21
st
.   

 

Lakeside Drive Bridge is on the short list.  We are reviewing the proposals that came in late Friday.  

These are being reviewed for errors.  The price is 65% of the score and their technical score is 35% 

of the score.  Hopefully a successful contractor will be chosen Wednesday of this week, which is 

tomorrow.   

 

Link Road Bridge has been added, which is in design as well as Fifth Street Phase 4.   

 

Mr. Wilder questioned if there were any concerns that have popped up in the Main Street Project.  

Since this project has been going on since September, Mr. Perrow requested a 6 month update at 

the next PDC Meeting.  There have been some concerns from construction companies as well as 

business owners.  Mr. Newland indicated that he had heard from AEP Contractor stating they 

aren’t running into any surprises underground.  With this type of project you expect to have 

underground issues and they have had none.  They are moving along ahead of schedule.  Mr. 

Wodicka indicated that there have been a few businesses that have closed and that is to be 

expected.  Mr. Newland suggested bringing Jim Talian to give an update next month.   

 

Ms. Dolan asked how traffic is going on Rivermont with that detour.  Mr. Newland indicated that 
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the times on the signal light had been adjusted and he felt it was doing much better.  There was a 

brief discussion on what was done and why.  Ms. Dolan indicated that she had received some 

citizen complaints of having to go down Royal to avoid the delays.   

 

Mr. Perrow indicated that he had noticed the signal light change at Elmwood and Rivermont at the 

post office.  Mr. Perrow had seen our team working on that and people were cutting through all the 

time to get around the light.  Mr. Perrow said that the signal light changed so fast that it backed up 

everything.  Mr. Perrow feels that the changes have made it better.   

 

Mr. Perrow requested comments on the Lakeside Drive Bridge.  Mr. Newland indicated that we 

have 4 good contractors and that the technical proposal had been reviewed.  Mr. Newland stated 

that the scores were turned in prior to receiving the prices in an effort to prevent a look of 

impropriety acts.  The 4 prices came in and it is public knowledge.  Mr. Newland reported that the 

high was $25M with Branch and their team.  The low was $19M and change with Corman and their 

team.  Mr. Perrow questioned the amount in the budget.  Mr. Newland reported that it is $26M all 

in.  English was right above Corman and then Orders were around $21M.   

 

There was a general discussion of the next step in the process since the proposals had been received 

(i.e. checking for errors).  Mr. Newland indicated his intent is to make the announcement on 

Wednesday and then there is a 10 day protest.  Mr. Newland reported that this will be announced at 

the next PDC Meeting.   

 

Ms. Svrcek indicated that with the Main Street Renewal Project being ahead of schedule we will 

need to go back to City Council within the next few months for approval of two-way traffic.  There 

was a general discussion of when an update will be available and when it will be presented.  It was 

decided that an update will be made at the next PDC Meeting prior to City Council.   

 

General Business: 

 
1.  Schothum Street Water Line   - Tom Martin 

 
Mr. Martin began by explaining this was a request from Brian Simpson for an exception to the 
subdivision ordinance that requires connection to City water and sewer when available with a 
minimum of 25,000 sq. ft. lot size when the lot would only be served by private water and septic.  
Mr. Perrow requested that Mr. Martin help with explaining the appeals process.  Mr. Martin 
indicated that this was unusual that the exceptions would normally come prior to the plat being 
approved.  The subdivision ordinance allows the City Planner, being him to grant an exception 
where the standards would cause unnecessary hardship, topography, or other unusual situations 
where the applicant desire for the exception would be conferred to the Commission and thence 
Council and then a note of the exception would be placed on the plat.   
 
There was a general discussion on the process for clarification.  Mr. Martin did indicate he would 
need to consult the City Attorney for direction in the process if Commission and Council don’t 
approve the exception.  Mr. Martin reiterated that normally these issues are addressed prior to any 
plat being approved.  Mr. Martin briefed the Council Members with the ordinance that had been 
reviewed prior to this meeting via power point presentation.  Mr. Martin also reviewed the timeline 
from the time the plat was approved to the home being completed.  Mr. Martin reiterated that the 
applicant was fully aware of the requirements to connect to city water and that he had followed up 
with a bond on 03/26/2019.  Mr. Martin explained that Water Resources installed water service on 
Wiggington Road in error prior to the water line being installed to extend service.   
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Mr. Perrow questioned how this could physically happen.  Mr. Martin explained that the water 
service was done on Wiggington Road.  He also explained that the City is still holding the bond 
and that the house is complete.  Mr. Martin reported that in November 2019 the owner had 
requested a certificate of occupancy and that he had reinstated the existing well on the property and 
that he no longer desired to extend the waterline.  Mr. Martin indicated that staff is not 
recommending the exception and that the Planning Commission voted 7-0 not to grant the 
exception.  Staff feels that if we go down this road, since it was post plat approval it could possibly 
open up a Pandora’s Box with people not following city standards.  Mr. Martin explained that Mr. 
Simpson has 2 options.  One, he can construct the waterline or two the City will pull the bond and 
construct it ourselves.  Both Mr. Newland and Mr. Parkins are here and are well versed in the 
situation.    
 
Mr. Perrow stated that Mr. Simpson subdivided two pieces of property and agreed to install a 
waterline and now he is asking to not fulfill that obligation.  Mr. Perrow requested 
comments/motions.  Ms. Dolan indicated that she would side with City Staff and that this is pretty 
clear cut.  Mr. Wilder spoke that it seems that the owner knew what the requirements were.  Mr. 
Martin indicated that it was written on the face of the plat.  Mr. Wilder indicated that he would 
support the decision not to grant the exception.  Mr. Perrow announced that by consensus we vote 
to deny the exception and move on to Council.   
 
 

2.  APCO Easement for Bedford Hills - Lee Newland 
 
Mr. Newland presented information that Bedford Hills is installing a gym at the back of their 
school and APCO needed to get a power line back to them so that they would be able to have 
power service to the gym.  The City Manager has signed to allow them to go ahead without the 
easement and that would come forward later.  Mr. Newland explained that we have done this 
several times before when there is a scheduling issue when they are trying to get power to a 
facility.  Mr. Perrow indicated it is City owned property and that is why the City has to do it.  Mr. 
Perrow spoke that this is being administered by the school on an already approved project. 
 
Mr. Perrow questioned if members had any questions.  There were no questions.  Mr. Perrow 
announced to move forward with consensus for approval for Council.  Mr. Newland indicated it 
will go to Council on the 28

th
. 

 
 

3.  John Capron Right of Way Vacation - Lee Newland 
 
Mr. Newland indicated that in this situation John Capron Road went to the end of Odd Fellows 
Road that VDOT put in.  In the process of VDOT installing the road they had to adjust the end of it 
away from the interchange to create the distance required by the Federal Government from a ramp 
on an interchange next to an intersection.  Mr. Perrow indicated that this was very similar to 
Logan’s Lane.  Mr. Newland confirmed this.  Mr. Newland indicated that they had to go to Bradley 
Thornhill to get additional right-of-way from their property on the north.  In that process they asked 
if they could, in exchange for the right-of-way that was not needed at the bottom.  Mr. Perrow 
questioned an even exchange.  Mr. Newland confirmed that this was an even exchange.  Mr. 
Perrow announced that by consensus that this would be moved forward with approval to Council.   
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Roll Call: 
 

Ms. Dolan: None 

 

Mr. Wilder: None 

 

Ms. Tweedy: Ms. Tweedy indicated that she was contacted by a citizen on Edinboro Road and 

didn’t know how to respond to this person.  Ms. Hart indicated that some drainage work was 

performed by the City in this area and that there is a gentleman, Mr. Martin who is not satisfied 

with the ditch work.  The City Staff has explained that the ditch work is fine.  Ms. Hart explained 

that the ditch work is fairly deep, but that all the ditches along in that area are deep.  Ms. Hart also 

explained that the engineer did the stormwater analysis and that the ditches are required to be that 

deep based on his stormwater analysis.  Ms. Hart indicated that it is designed correctly.  Ms. Hart 

indicated that the citizen mows his grass with a riding mower and now is not going to be able to do 

so.  Ms. Hart also indicated that she had met with him on New Year’s Eve and was going back out 

there to see if we can resolve some of his issues.  Ms. Hart announced that we have used all of the 

right-of-way that we have and would have to go onto his property to grade the ditch out to a more 

gentle slope.  Mr. Newland and Ms. Hart indicated that a tree would also have to be taken out.  Ms. 

Hart stated that there was also a power pole there that would have to be removed.  Ms. Hart 

educated the members that this was a difficult situation and she doesn’t know if we will be able to 

satisfy him.  Ms. Hart indicated that the work was neat and that are some small things that we could 

do.  He didn’t understand when the staff explained what it was going to look like in the end.   

 

Mr. Perrow: Mr. Perrow has complemented Ms. Upshur on the work that has been done on the 

Flower’s Bakery.  Mr. Perrow indicated that he realizes that there was much more involved in that 

then what was in the news.  Mr. Perrow stated that it took a significant amount of staff work and 

that we were at risk of losing the bakery.  Mr. Perrow complemented Ms. Upshur and her team for 

their work on this project.   

 

Mr. Perrow adjourned meeting at 8:22 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting:   February 11, 2020 


