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“That’s what f ict ion 
is about, isn’t it, the 
selective transforming 
of reality? The twisting 
of it to bring out its 
essence?” Life of Pi

Life of Pi is at once a realistic, 
rousing adventure and a 

meta-tale of survival that 
explores the redemptive 
power of storytelling and 
the transformative nature 
of fiction. It’s a story, as 
one character puts it, to 
make you believe in God 
[see Speaking of Books 
on page 2 for a longer 
summary].   

Because the book ends with 
alternative explanations, 
our multiple discussions of 
the book with Lynchburg 
Reads this year will be 
especially interesting.  

Awarded the prestigious 
Man Booker  Pr ize in 
2002, Life of Pi has been 
included in the English 
Department curriculums 
at both Heritage and E.C. 
Glass high schools. The 
film version of Life of Pi 
received 4 Oscars this 
year, including the Best 
Director award for Ang Lee.    

Print, audio, and e-versions 
of this book are available at 
the Library.

Lynchburg Reads 2013 is 
a partnership between the 

Lynchburg Public Library, 
the Friends of the Library, 
and Randolph College.

NewsletterLYNCHBURG PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

Panel Discussion 
Faith in the Middle of the Ocean: Religious Themes in Life of Pi
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00 pm 

Join us for a panel discussion on faith and other religious themes in Yann Martel’s Life of Pi with the following 
discussants:
Dr. Suzanne Bessenger, Assist. Prof., Religious Studies, Randolph College
Dr. David Knipe, Prof. Emeritus, Languages/Cultures of Asia and Religious Studies, Univ. Wisconsin
Dr. Gordon Steffey, Assoc. Prof., Religious Studies, Randolph College
Dr. Sabita Manian, Prof., International Relations/Political Science, Lynchburg College
Audience members will have the opportunity to submit questions. The panel will be held in the Community Meeting 
Room and light refreshments will be served.

Art Contest 
This year’s program of events includes an art contest for works that interpret Richard Parker, the Bengal tiger in 
Life of Pi. Entrants must be 14 years old and up. Entries must be submitted to the Information Reference Desk at 
the Main Library by 5:00 pm on Saturday, March 23. Judging will take place by March 29. Grand Prizes of $50 will 
be awarded in two categories: Young Adult (14-18 yrs.) and Adult (19 yrs. and older). Twenty submissions will be 
chosen for display at the Main Library during the month of April. “Call for Submission” and “Art Release” forms are 
available at the Information Reference Desk at the Main Library and at the Branch Library.  Call 455-6317 or 455-
6318 for additional information.

Online Book Club 
Throughout April, experience a book club in a whole new venue when you go online with our Lynchburg Reads online 
book club. Featuring this year’s selection, Life of Pi by Yann Martel, we will be posting questions and moderating a 
discussion on a GoodReads group site, open to anyone willing to create or use an existing GoodReads, Facebook, 
Twitter or Google account. Between April 1 and April 30, you can access the discussion 
anytime at www.goodreads.com/group/show/94875-lynchburg-reads. 

VOLUME 13 • NUMBER 1  www.lynchburgva.gov/library MARCH/APRIL/MAY 2013

 

  
 

 

 

   
 

  



2PAGE

Speaking of Books at the Main Library

Come talk about books with the Library’s book discussion group. Readers 
generate a lively discussion by sharing thoughts and opinions about a selected 
title. Speaking of Books meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 
1:00 pm in the Community Meeting Room. No registration is necessary and 

light refreshments are served. Call 455-6310 
for further information. This spring’s titles are 
[summaries from Amazon.com]:

Life of Pi by Yann Martel April 17
The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel 
has an encyclopedic knowledge 
of animal behavior and a fervent love of stories. When Pi is 
sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a 
Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals. After the ship 
sinks, Pi is alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an 
orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound 
Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has dispatched all but Pi, whose 

knowledge, wits and faith allow him to coexist with Richard Parker for 227 days 
while lost at sea. When they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker 
flees to the jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who 
interrogate Pi refuse to believe his story and press him to tell them “the truth.” 
After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story much less fantastical, 
much more conventional--but is it more true?

The Devil in the White City:  Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair
that Changed America by Erik Larson March 20
As a true account of the 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, this book 
tells the stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect 
responsible for the fair’s construction, and H.H. Holmes, a serial 
killer masquerading as a charming doctor. Combining the stories 
of an architect and a killer in one book, mostly in alternating 
chapters, seems like an odd choice but it works. The magical 
appeal and horrifying dark side of 19th-century Chicago are both 
revealed through Larson’s skillful writing.

The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe May 15
“What are you reading?” is the question Will Schwalbe asks 
his mother, Mary Anne, as they sit in the waiting room of the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. This is the true story 
of a son and his mother, who start a “book club” that brings them 
together as her life comes to an end. Prompted by an eclectic 
array of books and a shared passion for reading, Will and Mary 
Anne carry on conversations that are both wide-ranging and 

deeply personal. Throughout, they are constantly reminded of the power of 
books to comfort, astonish, and teach us what we need to do with our lives 
and in the world. Reading isn’t the opposite of doing; it is the opposite of dying. 
The result is a profoundly moving tale of loss that is also a joyful, and often 
humorous, celebration of life.

Calling all Book Clubs!
“LIKE” the Friends of the 

Library on Facebook and join 
a local gathering of readers. 
The Friends are collecting 
information about Central 

Virginia book clubs at: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/

LPLBookgroups. Let us know 
about your group -- and post 
your news, dates, and club 

reading lists here!

 

 
 
 

 

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAIN LIBRARY
2315 Memorial Ave.

Lynchburg, VA 24501

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat.
9:30 am-5:30 pm

Tues., Thurs.
9:30 am-8:00 pm

Circulation, Renewals, 
Returns, Library Cards

455-6336

Reference and Information
455-6310

Youth Services
455-6320

Administration and
Technical Services

455-6330

Volunteer Program
455-6330

DOWNTOWN BRANCH 
AND LAW LIBRARY
900 Church Street

Lynchburg, VA 24504
455-3820

Mon. - Fri.
9:30 am-5:30 pm

BOTH LIBRARIES
CLOSED

Monday, May 27,
Memorial Day

Visit us online at:

www.lynchburgva.gov/library

on Facebook, or at our blog

http://lynchburgpubliclibrary.
wordpress.com
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Computer Classes 
Get connected to technology 
with free computer classes of-
fered at the Main Library this 
spring. Topics include Meet the 
Mouse, Internet Basics, Micro-
soft Word II, and Introduction to 

Craigslist. Classes last about an hour and a half and are 
limited to 11 persons; prior registration is required. Get a 
detailed schedule at the Library or visit www.lynchburva.gov/
library. More questions or want to register? Call 455-6318.

Tech Talk: eBooks and eReaders
Tuesday, May 7, 2:00-4:00 pm  

Want to know what eBooks are and how 
to use them? Need some help navigating 
your iPad or other eBook device? Come 
get help from our library staff at Tech Talk 

in the Community Meeting room. For 
more information, call 455-6310 or visit 

www.lynchburgva.gov/library.

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Volunteer Opportunities for Youth
The Summer Reading Program at the Main Library provides many opportunities to engage 
children in activities that encourage reading. The program lets children enter the books they 
read on their very own reading log. The program runs from June 15 to July 31, ending with an 
ice cream party. 
These summer activities are made possible by the help of teen volunteers, who assist with story 
programs, movie time, and craft activities as well as helping out at the front desk (Circulation).  
Most assignments are once or twice a week for 2½ hours.  
By assisting library staff, teens develop leadership and work skills that will help them in the future. Volunteering at 
the Library also provides experience that can be included in job and college applications. Volunteer applications 
are available at both libraries and should be turned in before the end of school. Summer 
is a great time to read, so sign up to participate. Call 455-6331 for more information.
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ProTech Your Network 
Free “how-to” classes on ensuring that your 
home/business wireless network is protected 
and secure will be taught by Jonathan Harris, 
owner of Protech Computer Innovations.  
Harris holds an AAS in Electronics Technology 
and has eight years of experience in both 
system administration and computer repair/
troubleshooting. Participants are welcome to 
bring their own laptops. Both classes will be 
held in the Community Meeting room. Please 
call 455-6318 to register.  
Protech Your Network, Part I 
Thursday, March 28, 11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Learn industry security practices to protect 
your home/business network from threats.
Protech Your Network, Part II
Thursday, April 25, 11:00 am  – 12:00 pm
A follow up to Part I, this class 
covers more advanced and 
detailed techniques to 
secure your home/
business network.

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Organization Seminar
Thursday, May 16, 7:00 pm
Marcia Bennett presents a 
seminar on organization. If clutter 
is getting you down in your 
personal or professional life, then come learn 
how to keep it all in place. Get organized and 
become more productive. Marcia Bennett is a 
former Social Sciences teacher and currently a 
Financial Aid Administrator for Liberty University. 
There is no need to register but call 455-6310 for 
more information. The seminar will take place in 
the Community Meeting Room.

   
 
 

 
 
 

   



 

 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 
    2012-2013 

 
Mary Guthrow 
    President 
 
Liz Wade 
  Vice-President 
 
Cece Potekhen 
    Treasurer 
 
Sandra Brooks 
Recording Secretary 
 
Emily Davidson 
  Membership 
  Coordinator 
 

 

MEMBERS AT LARGE 

Leigh Farmer 
BJ McGraw 
Dorothy Niles 
Michael Quinn 
Kimberly Sheppard 
Marc Schewel 
Patty Worsham 
Marty Wright 
Anne Alfieri 
Paula Bryant 
Kate Goodman 
Margaret Nelson 
Jean Stewart 
 

“Once upon a time…” 
 
When was the last time you read a story that began that way?  
 
If you could write the rest of that story, how would it go? 
 
The Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library (FLPL) now have just such an 
opportunity, and we invite you to join us as we “write” the next chapter in our 
history. Our “Once upon a time…” began with a generous gift from St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. Recognizing the service offered to the entire community by the 
Lynchburg Public Library, St. John’s wanted to make a gift that would benefit as 
many members of the community in as significant a way as possible. After much 
consideration they decided to build a dedicated space where the youngest among us 
could develop a love of reading and vivid imaginations. Our Story Time Room 
project was launched! 
 
The Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library have agreed to raise $100,000 in 
addition to the original gift from St. John’s. And it is exciting to tell you that we are 
very near our goal. Our first order of business was to secure the support of 100% of 
the FLPL board of directors. Gifts from FLPL board members combined with gifts 
from the Greater Lynchburg Community Trust, the City of Lynchburg, and several 
other leadership donors (including an anonymous $20,000 matching gift) have 
carried us more than half-way to our goal! 
 
So what we have is a fairytale of sorts. As our story continues, we are adding 
characters to make it more complete. We are working our way to the standard 
“happily-ever-after” fairytale ending, but right now we have more of a mystery. 
Will we make it? Will we surpass our goal? Will you be one of our supporting 
characters? We know the answers to some of those questions – YES! We will make 
it to our goal and we hope to even surpass that goal. And the only way we can “live 
happily ever after” is if YOU write yourself into this story.      
 
Over the coming months a number of exciting things are planned, beginning with 
the ground-breaking this spring and ending with the opening of the finished space. 
We hope you will come along with us to enjoy these important events. 
 
Enclosed is information that will address many of your questions, a rendering of 
what the finished exterior space will look like, and a pledge card. We invite you to 
share this story with your friends and neighbors.  
 
Join our excitement over this wonderful collaboration between individuals, a 
church, organizations, and public entities coming together to better serve our 
community.  
 
Please be a supporting character and make a gift today…..and we will “live happily 
ever after”! 
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LYNCHBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 
STORY ROOM ADDITION 

FAQ 
	   	  
	  
	  
WHAT:  A dedicated story room for the Main Library at the Plaza  
 
HOW:   St. John’s Episcopal Church - 100th anniversary gift to the community 
 
WHY:    The ability to read is a key foundation stone of every person’s life. 

• Learning to read begins before children start school. 
• From the time they are infants, children learn language and other important skills that 

will help them learn to read. 
• Developing early literacy skills makes it easier for children to learn to read once they 

begin school. 
 

NEED:   The existing story time room is a multipurpose room.  
• It is not child-friendly. 
• Considerable staff effort is needed to set up/take down adult seating, props, etc.   

 The youth area needs a dedicated space where parents/caregivers can sit quietly 
 and read with children 

 
WHERE: A 750 sq. ft. addition will be constructed in the library’s side parking lot. 
 
WHEN:    Ground-breaking will be held in early spring 2013. 

• Construction is anticipated to take 6 to 8 months. 
 

COST:      $250,000 plus landscaping 
 
PARTNERS and THEIR COMMITMENTS: 

• St. John’s Episcopal Church            $ 150,000 
• Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library           $ 100,000 
• Lynchburg City Council             $   10,000 
• Greater Lynchburg Community Trust                $    9,000  
• LU Plaza Holdings, LCC (owner, Liberty University) - donation of the land on which to 

build the structure 
  
ARCHITECT:    CJMW, ARCHITECTS - Emmett Lifesay, AIA, and Amanda Adams, AIA 
 
For additional information, contact Lynn Dodge, Director, at 434-455-6330 or at                                                                              
lynn.dodge@lynchburgva.gov. 
                                            03/07/13 
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2012 - 2013 Friends of the Library Donor List 
as of Feb. 28, 2013 (Does not reflect Story Time Room donations)

Friends of the Library  
Board Members

President
Mary Guthrow

Vice President
Liz Wade

Recording Secretary
Sandra Brooks 

Treasurer
Cece Potekhen

Membership Coordinator
Emily Davidson

Members at Large
Anne Alfieri
Paula Bryant
Leigh Farmer
Kate Goodman 
BJ McGraw 
Margaret Nelson 
Dorothy Niles 
Michael Quinn
Marc Schewel
Kimberly Sheppard
Jean Stewart
Patty Worsham 
Marty Wright

Past President
Michelle Jackson

Library Director
Lynn L. Dodge

Nobel ($250+) 
Anonymous 
Drs. Robert Bass & Moira Rafferty
Sandra S. Brooks 
Paula and Michael Bryant 
B. A. and Anne Langley 
Mollie & Tom Ledford 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Nygaard
Rosel & Elliot Schewel 
Pulitzer ($100-249) 
Anne & John Alfieri 
Anonymous 
Ann B. App 
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Arnold 
Ruth Ball 
Korin Ballengee & Michael Potts
Mary M. Booth 
Debbie & Scott Brabrand 
Terry & Bob Brennan 
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart W. Brust 
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Burns
Kim Carey 
Phyllis and Joseph Callicott
Gerri S. Champion 
Mr. & Mrs. C. L. Christian III
Mrs. Tish Colvin 
Emily & Neal Davidson 
Henry H. Dennis 
Marge Dillard 
Lynn L. Dodge 
Ella D. Duckworth 
Ann & Gordon Echols 
Jean & Ron Fisher 
Jodi & Michael Gillette 
Dr. & Mrs. C. Earl Guthrow, Jr.
Mrs. Barbara W. Hall 
Ms. Dianne Hall 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward H. Hancock, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Stuart H. Harris, Jr.
Gaynelle Hart 
Cora W. Harvey 
Laurie Hibbert 
Joseph T. Keeley 
Carol Kuhnley 
Frank & Robin Levandoski 
Margie Lippard 
Dr. Rebecca McCord & Catherine
Kerry Merritt 
Judge & Mrs. Norman K. Moon
Gail & Paul Mudrick 
Mary B. Murphy 
Margaret Nelson & Bill Phillips 
Dr. & Mrs. Corey Passman 
James H. Patterson 
Mosby & Holly Perrow 
Alan & Barbara Podosek 
Cece & Dick Potekhen 
Dr. & Mrs. W. F. Quillian, Jr.
Shirlee & Jim Raines 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. Royer 
Barney Sackett 
Marc A. Schewel 
William & Nancy Schneider 
Paul Seufer 
Rachel Shenigo 
Dr. & Mrs. Shepherd A. Sittason
Patricia Steel 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Taylor, III
Dr. & Mrs. Scott Wade 
Mary E. Walthall 
Jim and Doris N. Weiss 
Jan & Sam Willinger 
David & Ann K. Wilson 

Newberry ($50-99) 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee S. Ainslie 
Mary S. Anderson 
Henry Baxter 
Marcia Bay 
Carolyn & Alex Bell 
Patricia & John Bower 
Sue & Jimmy Brammer 
Mrs. Gertrude C. Brown 
Roslyn Cheagle 
Anne Clendenon 
MaryJane Dolan 
Elizabeth P. Doucette 
Patricia Doyle 
Beth Doyle 
Susan Dunlap 
Judith F. Gager 
Mrs. Marianne S. Galloway
Joseph & Kay Gantt 
Doni C. Guggenheimer 
Kathy & Harry Hammitt  
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Harvey 
Mrs. Victor A. Heiner 
Bob & Nita Floe Hempfling 
Carl & Deanna Hester 
Hugh J. M. Jones, III 
Alvin & Nancy Koes 
Walter & Janice Krug 
The Reverend and Mrs. C.  
 Lloyd Lipscomb 
Kris & Matt Lloyd 
Langhorne L. McCarthy 
Theresa & Paul McCarthy 
Leneta McCormick 
BJ McGraw 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Meyer 
Dorothy & Richard Niles 
Kelly Parnell 
Bill & Marge Pressly 
Leta S. Reinhardt 
Cary & Robert Roberts 
Lois Sale 
Patricia Saltzer 
Nancy Gray & Jean Stewart
William H. Stuart II 
Larry & Ann Symonds 
Katherine M. Thomas 
Jessica Bemis Ward 
Katherine B. & Dan E. Warden
Karin Warren 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wood III
Marty & Jim Wright 
Caldecott ($25-49) 
Naomi Amos 
Rick V. Anderson 
Anonymous 
Gail & Tom Aud 
Brock Barkley 
Sam & Laren Baum 
Linda & Homer Blass 
Brian Bowen 
Ralph & Sue Breeding 
Vivian N. Burley 
Carol B. Bush 
Brenda Cafazza 
Natalie L. Cooper 
Nancy S. Coursey 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Criswell 
Patsy S. Cundiff 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Denham
Irene Devine 
Jane & George Dooley 
Rob & Dawn Dowdle, Jr. 
Theodore C. Engelder 
Laurel I. Foot 

Miss Dorothea M. Fuller 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gillette 
Kate Goodman 
Jim & Judi Handel 
Linda & Wayne Harwell 
Ms. Carla Heath 
Harry & Lyn L. Honig 
Grace Hoyt 
Gaynell D. Hulser 
James A. & Anne Marshall Huston 
AnnMarie Hutchison 
Nettie Jenkins 
Joan S. Jones 
Steven M. Kepler 
Mrs. Margaret C. Killingsworth 
M. Diane Kizer 
Sandy & Bob Knodel 
Linda & Paul Kolodny 
Carol & Bob Lytkowski 
Beryl Martin 
Kathy Meredith 
George & Karen Meyer 
Linda & Christopher Murphy 
Maxine & Elmer Nelson 
Isolde B. Oppleman 
Betty P. Pearson 
Mr. & Mrs. David T. Petty, Jr 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Ploch 
Dr. Dorothy T. Potter 
Mrs. Ida B. Powell 
Mrs. Jean O. Radford 
Raessler Family 
Mrs. Richard Royer 
James Scow 
Lynn Shapiro 
Michelle D. Shepard 
Richard Skulina 
Kevin & Janeen Smith 
Ms. Charlotte S. Smith 
Ashby & Mary Sydnor 
Ms. Mary Ann Tucker 
Tonda Ulmer 
Sandra P. Weigand 
Sandra &  Paul Whitehead, Jr.
William H. Whitehurst, Jr. 
Harriet & Frank Whitten 
Jeff & Sandra Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Womack 
Anne B. Wood 
Patricia S. Worsham 
Drs. William H. and Nancy K. Young 
Susan Zlomke 
Other 
Mr. & Mrs G. B. Almond 
Kate & Mike Austin 
Jake S. & Donna F. Bibb 
James Carrington 
Margie G. Carter 
Dr. and Mrs. William A. Coleman
Mrs. Robert D. Gardner 
Sanford Hellman 
Phyllis T. Hicks 
Julie Kibby 
Fred Maass 
Joan & Bob MacCallum 
Dr. & Mrs. William McKinnon Massie 
Kathleen C. Mee 
MaryJane & Herman Murray 
Elizabeth Fay O’Kane 
Sharon Robinson 
Gail Ruble 
Nada & Bill Sweeney 
Nap Wilkins 
Karl R. Wuttke 

Upcoming 
Friends of the Library 

Board Meeting

Tuesday, June 11
4 pm

Community Room

Visitors are always 
welcome at Board Meetings.
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Lorry Risinger, Head of Youth Services for 17 years, retired March 1. Under her leadership the Library’s 

services to our community’s youngest citizens expanded to include:  programs such as Born to Read, 

which gives a book to every baby born at Virginia Baptist Hospital (25,000+ books in 11 years) and is 

funded by a trust given in memory of Donna Hladik Smith by her family and held at the Greater Lynchburg 

Community Trust; a long time collaboration with the Juvenile Detention Center; support for Mayor Joan 

Foster’s Reading Club; I-VAN, the Library’s outreach van; and a commitment to kindergarten preparedness 

through age-specific story times. As she leaves, construction is about to begin on a new Story Time Room 

for the Main Library.

Her colleagues wish her much happiness as she moves to a new chapter in her life.  

Library Staff Changes

Lynn Dodge, Library Director, will retire on July 1. Lynn became the Library’s third director in September 1974. Under her leadership over 38+ years, library services expanded greatly in both number and scope. In 1984, the Library moved from its original location at 914 Main St. to the remodeled former Sears store at the Plaza. The Downtown Branch Library and Public Law Library opened in 1987 in City Hall.  In  1990, the Library was invited to  join a consortium of Lynchburg College, Randolph Macon Woman’s College and Sweet Briar College to found LION, Lynchburg Information On-Line, a shared automated library system. In 2005, Lynchburg College withdrew from the Consortium and the Amherst  County Public Library joined. Amherst and Lynchburg users have since had free access to each other’s holdings and a daily courier carries books back and forth among their libraries. 
In 2002, the community reading program Lynchburg Reads was initiated in partnership with the Friends of the Library. Partnerships with the Holocaust Education Foundation, Lynchburg College, Lynchburg City Schools, and, especially, Randolph College, brought authors such as James McBride, David Baldacci, and Gerda Weissmann Klein to Lynchburg to speak at free public programs.  
In 2001, a $75,000 grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation provided 8 computers to the Main and Branch Libraries as well as an 11-computer lab at the Main Library, enabling the Library to become a key provider of free computer access to the community;  there are now over 65,000 user sessions annually. 
In 2012, St. John’s Episcopal Church chose the Library for a major gift in honor of its 100th anniversary.  Partnering with the Friends of the Library, who committed $100,000 to supplement St. John’s gift of $150,000, a dedicated Story Room will be constructed this year. 
Lynn was honored recently with the Elizabeth M. Lewis Award by the Virginia Public Directors Association. This award recognizes the qualities of enthusiasm, a nurturing spirit, and a love of libraries that characterized Lewis, a long time public library consultant at the Library of Virginia. 
Lynn is quick to acknowledge that none of these accomplishments would have been possible without her strong and dedicated staff as well as wonderful support from the community, especially the Friends of the Library.

Beverly Blair joins the Library as the new Head of Youth Services on April 10. A Lynchburg 

native, Beverly has “many fond memories of coming to the Library as a child for books and 

movies and as a teenager to do research.” After graduation from James Madison University and 

earning an MLS from Simmons College, Beverly began her career working in public libraries.  

“Since moving back to Lynchburg with my own family in 2010, I have been the library media 

specialist at Robert S. Payne Elementary School. My husband is an Assistant Professor of 

Biology and Biomedical Sciences at Lynchburg College.  We have two wonderful children, a 

three-year-old son and an eleven-month-old daughter, and are happy to raise them around their grandparents 

and great-grandparents. We love Lynchburg dearly and I am thrilled to be back in a public library and to 

continue to serve the youth of our great community.  I look forward to seeing you at the library!” 
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Circulation Statistics

Prefer Newsletters by Email?
If you would like to have your newsletter and/or other occasional Library communiques emailed to you, please email susan.zlomke@
lynchburgva.gov. The newsletter is also posted on the Library’s Facebook page.

Donate Your VA Income 
Tax Refund to the Friends
Virginia law allows taxpayers to donate 
all or part of their state income tax refund 
to one or more qualified organizations. 
Virginia taxpayers will be able to direct 
a portion of their 2012 refunds to the 
Friends. Click on Individuals, then 
Completing Your Return, then Voluntary 
Contributions. Scroll down to Public 
Library Foundations. The Friends’ 
“Foundation Code” is 209701.

Gifts to the Library
The Friends of the Library gratefully acknowledges the following gifts:

Susan Ackley in honor of her mother’s birthday 
Carl Brown in honor of Sandra and Warner Pruitt 
Matt, Melissa and Grayson Busse 
Polly Cassady in honor of Lynn Dodge 
Beverly S. Mahoney in memory of her son, Jeremy Coonradt 
Carol Willis

   
 
 

 
 
 

   

KODIAK SHREDDER 
at the Main Library
Saturday, April 20
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
The KODIAK Shredding truck is returning to the Main Library.  For a donation 
to the Friends of $10 per large bag or box, you can safely dispose of your 
financial, tax, and personal papers. For more information, call 455-6310.


