Bylaws of The Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library
Article I. Name

The name of this organization shall be The Friends of the Lynchburg Public Library, hereinafter referred
to as “the Friends.”

Article Il. Objectives
Section 1. To aid in the growth, development, and improvement of quality of service provided by the
Library.
Section 2. To enlist public, business, and governmental interest in and support of the Library.
Section 3. To promote Library functions, resources, and services.
Section 4. To support any function compatible and consistent with the goals and mission of the Friends.
Article Ill. Membership
Section 1. All persons and organizations who support the objectives outlined in Article Il are eligible
for membership.
Section 2. A person or organization shall be admitted to membership upon payment of annual dues or
other financial contribution to the Friends. Membership year shall coincide with the fiscal year.
Section 3. Classes of membership shall be Caldecott ($25), Newberry ($50), Pulitzer (5100), and Nobel
(5250). The dues amount required for each membership class shall be set by the Directors.
Article IV. Officers and Directors
Section 1. Officers and Directors shall be members of the organization at the time of their election.
Section 2. The Board of Directors includes:
President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Immediate Past President,
Membership Coordinator, and no more than 13 additional Directors. The Library Director
shall be a non-voting member of the Board.
Section 3. The following officers of the Board shall constitute an Executive Committee:
President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The Library Director shall

be a non-voting member of the Executive Committee.



Section 4. The term of office for the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and
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Membership Coordinator shall be two years. Officers shall be elected at the annual
meeting of the Friends. Officers shall not succeed themselves in the same office more than
once. If the President succeeds himself/herself, the Immediate Past President may serve on the
Board for a second two-year term.
5. The term of Directors shall be two years. Directors may serve three consecutive two-year
terms. Former Board members are eligible for nomination to the Board after a one-year hiatus.
Directors shall be elected at the annual meeting of the Friends.
6. The Vice President shall chair the Nominating Committee, which shall include the Immediate
Past President, at least one member of the Friends who is not on the Board, and one or more
Board members appointed by the Vice President. After determining Board and officer positions
needing to be filled, this committee shall solicit nominations and present a slate of willing
candidates to the Directors for approval, prior to the annual meeting of the Friends.

Article V. Duties and Powers of the Board of Directors
1. The Directors shall meet at least once a year or as often and at such times as the Board may
deem advisable.
2. The Board shall control the management and operation of the Friends organization and shall
raise and expend funds to promote the welfare of the Library in support of the objectives
specified in Article II.
3. Between annual meetings, the Board shall fill any vacancy which may occur on the Board,
including the officers.
4. The President may appoint or authorize committees as deemed necessary or appropriate
to carry out the purpose of the Friends. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all

committees except the Nominating Committee.



Section 5. In lieu of calling a special full-Board meeting, the Executive Committee is authorized to act

for the Directors upon business requiring an immediate or urgent decision.
Article VI. Meetings of the Organization

Section 1. The annual meeting of the Friends shall be held before the end of the fiscal year, at a time
and place determined by the Board.

Section 2. Special meetings of the Friends may be called by the President or by a majority of the Board
whenever deemed advisable. In all cases of special meetings, the Secretary shall notify the
members of the time, place, and purpose thereof, not less than five days prior to the date of
the meeting.

Section 3. Special meetings of the membership may also be called upon the written request of ten
members.

Article VII. Quorums

Section 1. A majority of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum of that body.

Section 2. At the annual meeting, or any properly called special meeting, the majority of members
present shall rule.

Article VIII. Finances

Section 1. The Friends shall operate as a non-profit organization and shall maintain tax status as a
501(c )(3) organization.

Section 2. The Board shall adopt an annual budget. All expenditures must be within amounts duly
authorized by the Directors.

Section 3. The fiscal year shall be from July 1 through June 30.

Section 4. All funds received by or on behalf of the Friends, with the exception of those designated for
the Friends Endowment Fund, shall be deposited in a bank account or accounts designated by
the Board, and expenditures may be made from such accounts upon the signature of the

Treasurer or President.



Section 5. The Trustees of the Friends Endowment Fund shall manage the investment of that fund and
shall sign and issue checks to the Friends in accordance with the Declaration of Trust instrument
dated June 30, 1992.

Section 6. In keeping with good financial practices, an audit for the Friends will be conducted at least
every two years, and the Friends will comply with local, state, and federal tax laws and
regulations.

Section 7. No part of the assets of the Friends shall inure to the benefit of any member, trustee,
officer, or individual. The Friends shall not contribute to any political campaign on behalf of any
candidate for public office.

Article IX. Amendment

The Bylaws shall be revised as necessary. Amendments to the Bylaws shall be by a two-thirds vote of the

Board membership, after notification of the proposed amendment is made in writing to each member at

least ten days before the meeting at which the voting is to take place.

Article X. Parliamentary Procedure

Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, when not in conflict with the Bylaws, shall govern the
proceedings of the Friends.

Article XI. Dissolution

Section 1. The Friends may be dissolved by resolution of the Board recommending such dissolution if
approved by more than a two-thirds vote at a meeting of the membership, notice of which is
provided ten days before the date of the meeting.

Section 2. In the event of the dissolution of the Friends, all assets shall be transferred to the Greater
Lynchburg Community Trust, to be held for the benefit of the Lynchburg Public Library or its
successor organization.

Bylaws amended March 26, 1987; April 15, 1987; March 1, 1988; December 7, 1988; December 7, 1989;
April 6, 1993; January 12, 1999; March 13, 2001; July 18, 2006; and June 8, 2010.



