
C h i e f ’ s  C o r n e rC h i e f ’ s  C o r n e r
“The Elephant in The Room”

Hello everyone and welcome to the May edition of the Chief’s Corner. I hope you and your family are doing well and
enjoying this nice spring weather. After the rain cleared it has been really pretty for the last several days. So, get
outside and take advantage of it while you can. 

A few days ago I was thinking about a topic for this month’s corner and wondering what to write about. I mentioned this to
Acting Deputy Chief Childress while we were at lunch and she said, “why don’t you write about the elephant in the room?” I
pondered this for a few minutes and decided that it would be good to “clear the air” and address this issue head-on. So, without
further delay, here it goes.

You all are aware of the recent indictment and arrest of former Deputy Chief Jason Campbell for the misappropriation of public
funds. This incident is going to bring the Fire Department and the Fire Foundation unwanted media attention and is bound to leave a
bad taste in employees’ mouths. While this is unfortunate, I think it is important to remember that the Fire Department and the Fire
Foundation are the victims here. Mr. Campbell is the one responsible for his alleged actions and as such, the blame would rest solely
on him. The real question now is: how does this organization respond to the event and move forward?

The answer is simple. We continue to provide great service to our citizens and conduct business as usual. The Fire Department
has an excellent reputation in the community and we are known for providing high quality service. We respond quickly to all
emergencies and our fire suppression and emergency medical service delivery is exceptional. I know we will continue to do the same
and move past this unfortunate situation. 

All good organizations are built on the hard work and efforts of the employees and that is certainly the case with our
department. We cannot allow our reputation and good name to be tarnished by one “bad apple.” For an organization to be strong it
must exist to serve something other than itself. The Fire Department is here to provide service to the citizens and visitors of the City
of Lynchburg. We have a higher calling, that of public service, and we do that very well. All that we need to do to move forward is
continue to do what we have in the past. Provide great service, in a caring manner, to our citizens. 

The media and the nay-sayers will continue to ask questions and make comments. It is just a reality in this world of social media
and instant access to the “news.” But, we don’t have to buy into it. All we can do is acknowledge it happened and move forward. If
Mr. Campbell’s alleged actions made you mad, that’s okay. To say that he “torqued me off” would be an understatement. If you feel
somewhat betrayed, that’s natural as well. [He was in a position of leadership and failed to show the integrity and trust required of
him.] However, don’t let it consume you. It’s done and we cannot change it. All we can do is deal with it and grow stronger as an
organization because of it. 

This is a great organization and I am proud to be associated with it and the work we do. The future is bright and the Fire
Department will endure. We can’t change the past, but we can shape the future. All we have to do is what we do best: continue to
provide excellent service. The public will expect nothing less and we should accept nothing less. 

Well, that’s enough for this month. I hope you and your family have a good spring and get
outside in this weather. This time of the year is when everything blooms and opens up. Take
advantage of and enjoy the warmth and sunshine before the heat of summer sends us into
the air conditioning. 

Keep up the good work and be safe. However, never forget the most important rule:
“Everyone goes home safe at the end of the shift.”

Chief
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R e l a y  F o r  L i f e  U p d a t eR e l a y  F o r  L i f e  U p d a t e
By: Firefighter Natalie Darling, Relay For Life Team Captain
Our Lynchburg Fire Department team has been busy with fundraising efforts
for the upcoming Lynchburg Relay For Life event, which will be held on
Friday, June 2, 2017, from 7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. at City Stadium. Below is
a list of fundraising activities our team is working on for this year’s event:

T-Shirt Sales
Our first T-Shirt order has been placed, and the anticipated availability date is
Friday May 5th. Extras have been ordered and will be available on a first come
first serve basis. The next and final order will be placed on May 22, and shirts
will be available for pick up at the event on June 2nd. 

Yeti Cooler Raffle
Raffle tickets are available for $5 each. Only 300 tickets will be sold and the drawing will
be held as soon as all tickets and money are returned. The drawing will be held at the golf
tournament. 

Golf Tournament
Our first annual golf tournament will be held on Saturday, May 13th at 8:30 a.m. at Ivy Hill
Golf Club. Flyers have been distributed; call or email if you need further information. To
date, we have 16 holes sponsored and teams are forming. There is an incentive gift for
teams with paid registration by May 6th.

Bowling Tournament 
A bowling tournament will be held on May 20th at 11:30 am. at Fort Hill Bowling Center. It
will include an auction, 50/50 drawing, and door prizes. More information and flyers will be
distributed soon! 

Thin-Red Line (or Blue Line) Bracelets
These special edition, handcrafted, sterling silver bracelets sell for $28.00
each, with $8.00 from each sale being donated to Relay. This offer is only
available until the event. 

Fill The Bucket
We will be out with our Purple Relay For Life Buckets on May 6 (Recruits), May 10 (Target)
and May 12 (Target and Walmart.) The more folks we have the better, so please, if you can
spare an hour or two come on out and join us. 

During the Relay event this year, we will be selling BBQ sandwiches/plates, hot dogs,
and watermelon. We also plan to host a cake walk, which will be open to all teams and
Relay participants, and will also be a fundraiser for our team. If you can contribute a baked
item on the day of the event please contact Natalie Darling.

While I realize that we can not all participate in every fundraiser or event, please jump
on board where you can. Last year our team raised $10,428. This was due to the efforts of
many individuals. Working together we can accomplish great things and make a difference
in the ongoing fight against cancer. 

2 0 1 7  R e t i r e e s ’  S o c i a l2 0 1 7  R e t i r e e s ’  S o c i a l
The department’s Annual Retirees’ Social will be held Friday, June 2, 2017 from 10:00 a.m.
to noon at Fire Administration in the Training Room. The following retirees will be
recognized at the Social:

Retiree: Date of Retirement
Ed Fletcher July 1, 2016 
Michelle Drake July 1, 2016 
Mark Britton September 1, 2016 
Mike Richardson November 1, 2016 
Kris Bhalla January 1, 2017 
Jack Williams January 1, 2017 
Fletcher Wimbush January 1, 2017 
Oscar Harmon May 1, 2017

Retired Firefighter Rod Smith will have newly restored memorabilia on display. Make
plans to stop by and reminisce with the department’s retirees!

22

C e r t i f i c a t i o n sC e r t i f i c a t i o n s
Fire Instructor I 
Brian Summers

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n sC o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
Congratulations to Firefighter Oscar
Harmon who retired May 1, 2017.
Thank you for 20 years of service to
the department and the citizens of
Lynchburg.

L y n c h b u r g  F i r eL y n c h b u r g  F i r e
D e p a r t m e n t  E x h i b i tD e p a r t m e n t  E x h i b i t
a t  M u s e u ma t  M u s e u m
Don’t forget to visit the exhibit of
Lynchburg Fire Department artifacts
and memorabilia
that is on display at
the Lynchburg
Museum (901 Court
Street). 

This exhibit gives visitors a
glimpse of the rich history of the
Lynchburg Fire Department. It
features a variety of artifacts and
includes special features such as
recorded interviews with retired and
current Lynchburg firefighters. 

You can visit the exhibit Monday
through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. and on Sundays from noon
to 4:00 p.m. Admission is FREE!!

A few of the items that you will
see include:

• Sam Eastman Nozzle Display

• Gamewell Fire Alarm Box

• Speaking bugle that was presented 
to James M. Cobbs, Fire Marshal/ 
Chief of Lynchburg Hose Company, 
in 1873

• Various leather water buckets from 
the late 1800s

You can obtain more information
about the exhibit at
http://www.lynchburgmuseum.org/fire
fighting 

May 21-27, 2017
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NFPA 220:  Bui lding Construct ionNFPA 220:  Bui lding Construct ion
By: Fire Training Captain Ronnie Coleman
The majority of fires we are dispatched to generally start in the contents of a structure. However, if the fire is not quickly
extinguished during the growth phase, it will travel and extend rapidly throughout the structure. As Modern Fire Dynamics has shown
us, the growth phase and Heat Release Rate in today’s fires are more violent than in fires of the past. This is largely due to the
amount of energy being released from the excessive saturation of synthetics being used today. 

Products of combustion can travel through convection air currents, concealed spaces, voids; poke through construction, common
attics, and often times travel vertically on the exterior of the structure. In the event of a concealed fire, the fire must be located and
cut off, in addition to extinguishing the original content fire. To do this effectively, Fire Officers must know the many ways fire can
spread within a structure. With this in mind, we study Fire Behavior, Modern Fire Dynamics, and Building Construction to gain
knowledge of what to anticipate.

At the scene of a “working fire” it can be difficult to remember every detail about a particular type of building construction; however,
we should know the five basic types of building construction and where they may be encountered in our community. If we can associate
each building with one of the basic construction types, we can effectively determine how and where fires will likely travel, and what the
hidden dangers may be.

As the first unit arrives, a 360 scene size-up must be performed. Remember to use the Thermal Imaging Camera day or night to aid
in locating the fire. An on-scene size-up must be transmitted. It is during this radio transmission that the other companies responding
will begin to paint a mental picture of what is being described over the radio, and the incident commander can begin to develop an
Incident Action Plan. NFPA  220 identifies five types of building construction that all fire service personnel should be aware of.

When it comes to building construction for the fire service, there is a wide variety of reading material available for your use.
Building Construction for the Fire Service, by Francis L. Brannigan, is an excellent resource that every fire officer and firefighter
should read. Remember, in our business it’s what we don’t know that will get us. Stay safe and train as if your life depends on it,
because it does!        

Provides structural integrity
during a fire. This construction
method has structural
members, including walls,
columns, beams, floors and
roofs, made of non-
combustible or limited
combustible materials. The
structural elements of the
building must be protected
from the heat of the fire by
various forms of fireproofing.
Windows may or may not be
operable. The primary fire
hazards are the contents within
the structure.

Type I: 
Fire Resistive Construction

Non-Combustible construction
refers to a building constructed
with structural components
that will not burn and ignite
when subjected to fire.  These
components consist of steel,
iron, brick, tile, concrete, slate,
glass, and plaster. Although the
components will not burn,
caution should be used as
unprotected steel is subject to
early failure and collapse under
fire conditions.

Type II: 
Non-Combustible

Ordinary constructed buildings
consist of masonry load bearing
walls, wood frame walls and
interior partitions, and a wood
roof structure. This type of
construction is often referred to
as “Main Street U.S.A.” In simpler
days it was generally known as
brick and wood joisted
construction. The chief common
characteristic is exterior walls are
made of masonry. However, a few
have cast iron fronts. Masonry
walls may consist of brick, stone,
concrete block, terra cotta tile,
pre-cast or cast in place concrete.

Type III: 
Ordinary Construction

This type construction has masonry exterior walls and large dimensional
wooden structural members, columns, beams/girders, floor joist, rafters,
floor and roof decking are of large cross sectional dimensions. For example:
columns  8” x 8”, beams  8” x 12”, joist  3”x10” and floor decking 2” in
thickness. Heavy timber is slow to burn and somewhat collapse-resistant due
to its mass. These buildings will release large amounts of heat when
involved with fire and may pose a risk to nearby exposures. Remember,
although these structures are massive in size, collapse potential is still
present. It may be necessary to operate outside of the collapse zone.

Type IV: 
Timber/Mill Construction

Wood Frame Construction consists of
balloon frame, platform, lightweight, post
& beam, plank & beam, and log
construction. For the most part we deal
with balloon frame, platform, and
lightweight structures. Each of these
types offer up a load of differences in
how they are actually constructed, and
how they react under fire conditions. 

Type V: 
Wood Frame Construction
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Wildland Preparedness & PreventionWildland Preparedness & Prevention
National Wildfire Preparedness Day

By: Jennifer Mayberry
According to the NFPA, 2016 saw more than 67,000 wildfires
nationwide that burned over 5.5 million acres, and 4,312
structures (over 3,000 residences and 70 commercial buildings).
Tennessee was the leading state in last year’s fires with 17,904
acres, over 2,000 homes and 53 commercial structures lost for
the Great Smokey Mountain Fire. That hits close to home for
Virginia residents! Even closer to Lynchburg was the Mount
Pleasant Fire in Amherst and Nelson Counties at the same time
burning 11,229 acres. Also, 10,326 acres burned in the
Shenandoah National Park in Rockingham County this time last
year. More recently over 3,000 acres burned at Goshen Pass
just outside of Lexington. Looking at the Inciweb website (the
Incident Information System for wildfires), there appears to be
a report on wildfires almost every day!  

May 6th is National Wildfire Preparedness Day. This is to
encourage citizens to do what they can to prepare and prevent
wildfires in their area. There is a lot that can be done to your
homes and the surrounding areas to help prevent the loss of
your home. It’s not how large a wildfire is that catches the
structures on fire, but what is around the structure that can
catch fire from flying embers. So how can we protect the
structures on our property?

• Clear away all debris from the gutters, roofline, porches/
decks, and around the base of the structure. Leaves, pine 
needles, any dead vegetation can easily ignite when 
exposed to hot embers. So clear the home from top to 
bottom and at least 10 feet from the outside. Keep your 
lawn and flower beds well maintained and watered.

• Put fine metal mesh screens on any attic vents to prevent 
embers from entering the attic and setting fire on the inside.

• Prune outdoor shrubs and trees regularly to reduce the risk 
of dead limbs catching fire.  Fire spreads through treetops, 
so pruning tree limbs to between 6 and 10 feet from the 
ground also helps.

• Do not keep flammable materials such as a pile of firewood 
within 30 feet of your home.

• If a wildfire is near your home, put your deck/patio furniture
and cushions, decorations, mats, and anything flammable 
inside the home or a safe structure to prevent them from 
igniting.

The Lynchburg Fire Department Wildland Team currently has
21 members who are trained and equipped to mitigate urban
interface and wildland fires. In 2017, training will be provided
for Fire Department members on capabilities and functions the
Team provides. 

If you have questions about the LFD Wildland Team contact
Wildland Coordinator, Captain Bob Mays at 847-1492.

6 0  S e c o n d  S a f e t y6 0  S e c o n d  S a f e t y
By: Firefighter Colby Felton
Spring is known as the season of new
beginnings. Flowers are blooming, animals
waking up out of hibernation, and the chore of
lawn maintenance. 

Lawnmowers and weed-eaters are powerful tools and
improper use of them can result in serious injuries such as
amputations, disfigurement, sight loss, and other serious
injuries. Lawn mower injuries to both adults and children can be
prevented. One should follow these tips:

1. Prepare the lawn before mowing by removing debris, 
sticks, rocks, or any other potential flying objects.

2. Fill the gas tank outdoors when the engine is cool. Never 
fill the tank in a garage or shed, because of the danger of 
gasoline fumes. Turn off mower and let the motor cool 
before filling the fuel tank.

3. Gasoline is a carcinogen (cancer causing agent) and a 
mutagen (can cause cells to mutate). When working with 
gasoline, work in a ventilated area, wear gloves and wash 
your hands thoroughly with soap and water when you are 
finished (even if you wore gloves).

4. Power mowers are especially dangerous on slopes, be sure 
to use the rollover bar and good judgement. Push behind 
mowers across (not down) slopes; drive riding mowers up 
and down slopes.

5. Always wear protective eyewear. Earplugs and other forms 
of hearing protection are a good idea, but don’t listen to 
portable music player to drown out the mower noise.

6. Tennis shoes are not suitable footwear for mowing. Wear 
heavy boots, ideally those with steel/composite toe so that 
your feet have protection.

7. Never hold a child while on a riding mower. If the child falls 
off but the driver remains on the mower, the automatic 
shut-off will not be activated.

8. Keep children in the house or in another supervised area of 
the yard while mowing.

9. A child should be 12 years of age to push a mower and at 
least 16 years of age to operate a riding mower.

10. Wear sunscreen with SPF of at least 15. It is recommended 
for people not to mow during the hottest point of the day 
(between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.).

11. Mowing can be hot and hard work, so stay hydrated with 
lots of water, ice tea, or lemonade. 

As a reminder, while on duty at the Fire Department we are
to wear long pants, boots, eye and hearing protection while
cutting grass and weed eating.   

Enjoy this spring weather and always be safe. 

City Observes Memorial Day HolidayCity Observes Memorial Day Holiday
All City offices will be closed on Monday, May 29, 2017 in
observance of Memorial Day.


