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In 2012 the General Assembly adopted legislation to eliminate the term “mental retardation” and 
similar terms from the state code and to replace such language with the term “intellectual 
disabilities” and similar terms.  

Section 35.1-11.8 of Lynchburg’s Zoning Ordinance, which defines group homes, contains the 
terms “retarded or mentally handicapped” and “mentally ill, mentally retarded.”   This section also 
references the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse which is 
now referred to as the “Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services”. 

On December 11, 2012, Council adopted a resolution initiating an amendment to Section 35.1-
11.8 of the Zoning Ordinance to replace the terms “retarded or mentally handicapped” and 
“mentally ill, mentally retarded” with the terms “mental illness, intellectual disability or 
developmental disabilities.”   

The attached Zoning Ordinance amendment would make Section 35.1-11.8 consistent with State 
Code. 
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MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 9, 2013 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING (MINUTES HAVE 
BEEN APPROVED): 

b. Consideration of amending Section 35.1-11.8, Group Homes of the Zoning Ordinance 
to replace the terms “retarded or mentally handicapped, mentally ill and mentally retarded” 
with the terms “mental illness, intellectual disability or developmental disabilities”. 

Ms. Nygaard explained that in 2012 the General Assembly adopted legislation to eliminate the term 
“mental retardation” and similar terms from the state code and to replace such language with the term 
“intellectual disabilities” and similar terms.  

Section 35.1-11.8 of Lynchburg’s Zoning Ordinance, which defines group homes, contains the terms 
“retarded or mentally handicapped” and “mentally ill, mentally retarded.”   This section also references 
the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse, which is now referred to as 
the “Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services”.  This is the only section of the 
Zoning Ordinance where such terms are found. 

On December 11, 2012, Council adopted a resolution initiating an amendment to Section 35.1-11.8 of 
the Zoning Ordinance to replace the outdated terms with the terms “mental illness, intellectual disability 
or developmental disabilities.”  The proposed amendments would make Section 35.1-11.8 consistent with 
State Code.  Planning Division recommends approval of this amendment. 

Chair Sale asked if there was anyone to speak in favor of the petition. No one came forward. He 
asked for anyone who wished to speak in opposition to the petition. No one came forward. He closed the 
public hearing portion of the petition. 

Commissioner Hooper commented that he thinks it is good that they are doing this sort of 
housekeeping.  He made a motion to accept the proposed amendments as presented, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Swienton.  The motion passed by the following vote: 

AYES: Barnes, Hannon, Hooper, Kennedy, Sale and Swienton  6 
NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 
ABSENT: Coleman 1 

 


