
The Department of Community Development 
City Hall, Lynchburg, VA 24504 434-455-3900 
  
To:          Planning Commission 
From:  Planning Division 
Date:     September 10, 2014 
Re: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) – Heritage United Methodist Church – Modified 

Sign – 582 Leesville Road 

  
I. PETITIONER 

Heritage United Methodist Church Trustees, 582 Leesville Road, Lynchburg VA 24502 
Representative:  Mr. Trent Warner, Warner White Engineering Partners, 118 Cornerstone 
Street, Lynchburg, VA 24502 

II. LOCATION 
The subject property is a tract of approximately twenty-four (24) acres located at 582 Leesville 
Road. 
Property Owner:  Heritage United Methodist Church Trustees, 582 Leesville Road, Lynchburg 
VA 24502 
 

III. PURPOSE 
The purpose of the petition is to allow a modified sign consisting of an eighteen (18)-square foot 
digital reader board and a ten and one-half (10.5)-feet identification sign at 582 Leesville Road. 

IV. SUMMARY 
• The Comprehensive Plan 2013-2030’s Future Land Use Map (FLUM) recommends an 

Institutional use for the property. 

• Churches and their accessory uses are permitted within R-1, Low Density, Single-Family 
Residential Districts and R-3, Medium Density, Two-Family Residential Districts upon 
approval of a CUP by Council. 

• A church located within a residential district is permitted one (1) eighteen (18)-square foot 
sign per street frontage.  The sign may be illuminated by shaded white lights only.  A 
changeable copy is not permitted. 

The Planning Division recommends approval of the CUP petition. 
  
V. FINDINGS OF FACT 

1.  Comprehensive Plan.  The Comprehensive Plan 2013-2030 recommends an Institutional use 
for the property.  Institutional uses include religious, educational and other nonprofit entities 
within the City.  Examples include churches, cemeteries, private schools and universities, 
private nonprofit hospitals, service clubs and organizations and other nonprofit institutions.  
(pg. 76)   

2. Zoning.  The subject property was annexed into the City in 1978.  The existing R-1, Low 
Density Residential District and R-3, Medium Density, Two-Family Residential District was 
established in 1979 with the adoption of the Timberlake Road Study.  A CUP allowing the 
construction of the sanctuary was approved by Council on February 12, 1985. 
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3. Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA).  The Zoning Official has determined that no variances 
are needed for the development of the property as proposed. 

4. Surrounding Area.  There have been several items requiring Council approval in the 
immediate area: 

• On May 11, 1982, Council approved the rezoning petition of Ahoskie Theatres, Inc., to 
rezone thirty-three (33) acres at 7306 Timberlake Road from R-3, Medium Density, Two-
Family Residential District and B-2, Neighborhood Business District to B-5, General 
Business District (Conditional) to allow a “flea market”. 

• On February 12, 1985, Council approved the CUP petition of Heritage United Methodist 
Church to allow the construction of a sanctuary, education building and parking area at 594 
Leesville Road (now addressed as 582 Leesville Road). 

• On May 13, 1986, Council approved the CUP petition of Heritage United Methodist Church 
for a master plan indicating a new church complex at 582 Leesville Road. 

• On August 9, 1988, Council approved the CUP petition of E.F. Baldwin to allow the 
construction of townhomes at 542 Leesville Road. 

• On April 9, 1991, Council approved the CUP petition of Heritage United Methodist Church 
for a preschool center at 582 Leesville Road. 

• On December 13, 1994, Council approved the CUP petition of Heritage United Methodist 
Church to increase the number of children in an existing day care to one hundred twenty 
five (125) at 582 Leesville Road. 

• On June 13, 1995, Council approved the CUP petition of Bell Atlantic of Virginia, Inc., to 
allow the construction of a parking and storage area at 553 Leesville Road. 

• On November 11, 1997, Council approved the CUP petition of Victory Christian Fellowship 
to allow the construction of a church and related facilities at 615 Leesville Road. 

• On October 10, 2000, Council approved the CUP petition of Bell Atlantic of Virginia, Inc., 
to allow the construction of a parking area at 555 Leesville Road. 

• On January 9, 2001, Council approved the CUP petition of Heritage United Methodist 
Church to allow the construction of a multi-purpose building at 582 Leesville Road. 

• On October 12, 2004, Council approved the CUP petition of Victory Christian Fellowship 
to allow amendments to the previously approved master plan at 615 Leesville Road. 

• On February 13, 2007, Council approved the rezoning petition of Legacy at Linden Park to 
rezone approximately fourteen (14) acres at 7308 Timberlake Road from R-3, Medium 
Density, Two-Family Residential District to R-4, Medium-High Density, Multi-Family 
Residential District to allow the construction of an apartment complex. 

 5.  Site Description.  The subject property is a tract of approximately twenty-four (24) acres 
located at 582 Leesville Road.   

6. Proposed Use of Property.  The purpose of the petition is to allow a modified sign consisting 
of an eighteen (18)-square foot digital reader board and a ten and one-half (10.5) feet 
identification sign at 582 Leesville Road. 
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7. Transportation & Parking.  The City’s Transportation Engineer requested that sight distance 
triangles with dimensions be shown on the revised site plan.  Sight distance triangles have been 
provided.  The proposed sign would not interfere with vehicles exiting the property onto 
Leesville Road. 

8. Stormwater Management.  A stormwater management/quality plan will not be required for 
the construction of the proposed sign. 

9. Emergency Services:  The City Fire Marshal and Police Department had no comments of 
concern regarding the petition. 

10. Impact.  The subject property is recommended for an Institutional use on the City’s Future Land 
Use Map and contains a church constructed in the mid 1980’s.  The church is located on 
Leesville Road, which is a four (4)-lane undivided road with eight thousand one hundred (8,100) 
Average Annual Weekday Traffic (AAWDT).  The church is requesting to install a sign 
consisting of twenty-eight and one-half (28.5) feet.  Eighteen (18) square feet would be a digital 
reader board.  According to the narrative submitted by the petitioner, the modified sign is being 
requested in an effort to ‘inform members as well as the community of their programs, services 
and upcoming events”.  The proposed sign would most likely have the most significant impact 
on residential properties located directly across Leesville Road.  The closest residence would be 
approximately one hundred twenty-five (125) feet from the sign location.  An auto-dimming 
feature for the proposed reader board is recommended as a condition of approval.  With this 
condition, the sign should have little to no impact on the area.   

  The proposed sign is similar in scale to others recently approved by the Planning Commission 
and Council for other institutions.  The Planning Commission is also considering allowing digital 
reader boards for “some” institutions by right based upon location as part of the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance rewrite. 

11. Technical Review Committee.  The Technical Review Committee (TRC) reviewed the 
conditional use permit on August 19, 2014.  Comments have or will be addressed by the 
petitioner prior to final site plan approval. 

                           

VI. PLANNING DIVISION RECOMMENDATION 
Based on the preceding Findings of Fact, the Planning Commission 
recommends to City Council approval of the petition of Heritage United 
Methodist Church for a conditional use permit at 582 Leesville Road to 
allow the construction of a modified sign subject to the following 
conditions: 
1. The sign shall be located as indicated on the site plan entitled 

“Heritage United Methodist Church, Sign Conditional Use Permit 
dated September 2, 2014. 

2. The total area of the digital reader board shall not exceed eighteen 
(18) square feet.   

3. The total sign area of the sign shall not exceed twenty-eight and one-
half (28.5) square feet. 
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4. The digital sign shall not display running animation or displays of an 
intermittent light or lights. 

5. The digital display shall not display an “off-premises” message. 
6. The digital display shall change its message no more than once every 

six (6) seconds. 
7. The digital sign shall contain an “auto dimming” feature for night 

time operation. 
 
This matter is respectfully offered for your consideration. 
 

 
 
William T. Martin, AICP 
City Planner 
 
pc: Mr. L. Kimball Payne, III, City Manager 
 Ms. Bonnie M. Svrcek, Deputy City Manager 

Mr. Walter C. Erwin, City Attorney 
Mr. Kent L. White, Director of Community Development 

 Mr. J. Lee Newland, City Engineer 
 Ms. Cynthia Kozerow, Lynchburg Police Department 
 Captain Thomas Mack, Acting Fire Marshal 
 Mr. Doug Saunders, Building Commissioner 
 Mr. Robert Fowler, Zoning Administrator 
 Mr. Harold Wilson, Heritage Methodist Church Trustees, Petitioner 
 Mr. Trent Warner, Warner White Engineering Partners, Representative 
 
VII. ATTACHMENTS 
1. Zoning Map 
2. Future Land Use Map  
3.    Watershed Map 
4. Planimetric and Topographic Map 
5. Concept Plan 
6.   Sign Rendering 
7. Narrative 
8. Property Photograph 
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Parcel ID Address Owner
25525033 133 FARLEY BRANCH DR AGUIRRE, RAUL A & TERESA
25501003 567 LEESVILLE RD ALDERSON, JUNE A ET AL
25502007 585 LEESVILLE RD BARGER, TERRY D & HELEN E
25525034 129 FARLEY BRANCH DR BELL, BARRY W JR & TANIA M
25515005 133 YORKSHIRE CIR BERKSTRESSER, LEE E & BONNIE N
25523001 594 LEESVILLE RD BISHOP, KATHERINE S &
25502006 583 LEESVILLE RD BOWLES, LEWIS M & WANDA L
25525029 213 FARLEY BRANCH DR CAREY, LARRY A & BETTY C
25525022 241 FARLEY BRANCH DR CAWTHORNE, JULIAN L & PATRICIA T
25525023 237 FARLEY BRANCH DR CRAIG, JANET M
25502008 587 LEESVILLE RD FOX, MELVIN H
25525037 117 FARLEY BRANCH DR HAN, CHAO
25501004 573 LEESVILLE RD HATMAKER, GEORGE D & ANA M
25525040 105 FARLEY BRANCH DR HEART HAVENS INC
25523002 582 LEESVILLE RD HERITAGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TRS
24811021 7416 TIMBERLAKE RD IVEY CREEK FARMS INC
25523003 598 LEESVILLE RD JOHNS, DONALD R
25515006 131 YORKSHIRE CIR LANYON, ROBERT E JR
25525032 201 FARLEY BRANCH DR LEENGRAN, SEAN M & BRUSCHI, LAURA N
25515008 127 YORKSHIRE CIR MAYBERRY, JOHN R
25515009 125 YORKSHIRE CIR MAYBERRY, JOHN R
25525026 225 FARLEY BRANCH DR MCCOY, JOHN K & ELIZABETH S
25501005 575 LEESVILLE RD NAPIER, SHARLENE M
25525028 217 FARLEY BRANCH DR NICHOLS, JANIS S LIFE ESTATE
25525027 221 FARLEY BRANCH DR OLSON, CARL G & DOROTHY W
25525035 125 FARLEY BRANCH DR PENN, ERNEST L & INGRAD H
24811004 1009 MISTY MOUNTAIN RD REA LYNCHBURG LLC
25503003 591 LEESVILLE RD RIG MANAGEMENT LLC
25525030 209 FARLEY BRANCH DR ROBINSON, THOMAS G & PAMELA M
24808028 563 LEESVILLE RD RUSSELL, LORI A
25525021 245 FARLEY BRANCH DR SAWYER, ERNIE R JR & DONNA H
25525038 113 FARLEY BRANCH DR SHAH, ASHOK K & BINDIYA A
25525024 233 FARLEY BRANCH DR SNELL, SANDY L
25502004 579 LEESVILLE RD SOLBERG, LLOYD
25515007 129 YORKSHIRE CIR STARR, FRANCES I
25525039 109 FARLEY BRANCH DR STERN, GARY W & ELAINE S
25525025 229 FARLEY BRANCH DR TOMICH, MICHAEL P
25525036 121 FARLEY BRANCH DR TUCKER, LEWIS L JR & STEPHANIE
25502005 581 LEESVILLE RD TYREE, ELMO & NANCY P
25522001 572 LEESVILLE RD VIP LLC
24809026 554 LEESVILLE RD VIP LLC
25525031 205 FARLEY BRANCH DR WHITE, KENT L & MICHELLE C
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