
 
 
 
 

To: Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) 
 

From: Victoria Glasgow, AICP Candidate 
Neighborhood Planning Coordinator 

 
Date: December 6, 2019 

 
Subject:       1500 Madison Street Staff Finding 
 
 
Porch Columns and Railings: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state if the original porch columns 
and railings are missing, replacement porch columns and railings should be appropriate for the dwelling's 
architectural style. 
 
Roof: The Residential Design Review Guidelines state that roofs of standing seam metal should be 
repaired. Past discussions addressed how the guidelines are not clear whether correct commercially 
available roof coatings may be considered for repairs, and the commission mentioned that elastomeric 
coatings were not historically appropriate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 35.2‐13.4 (b) Staff Recommendation. Upon finding that the application is complete the City Planner 
shall prepare a report making findings and recommendations on the application and authorize notice to be 

provided in accordance with section 35.2‐13.5 (Notice and HPC Hearing). 
 



James Warinner, of 1500 Madison, is petitioning to: 
1) Add porch railings to the 2nd story of the rear porch where there currently are none. He will duplicate

the design of the existing 1st floor railings with the only difference being longer for 2nd story use.
2) Coat the standing seam roof with an elastomeric roof coating.



1st floor porch 
railings



Elastomeric 
roof coating
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15.  PORCH COLUMNS AND RAILINGS  

POLICY: 

Historic porch columns and railings should be retained and repaired with materials to 
match the original. If the original porch columns and railings are missing, 
replacement porch columns and railings should be appropriate for the dwelling's 
architectural style.   

Porch Columns and Railings:  

A. should be preserved and maintained. If repair is required, use materials to match 
the original in dimensions, scale and detailing. 

B. often deteriorate first at the bottom next to the porch floor. If this is the case, 
consider sawing off the deteriorated area and replacing this section rather than 
replacing the entire column. 

C. of aluminum, wrought iron, vinyl, or other modern materials are typically not 
appropriate for front porches. The use of composite or fiberglass Classical Order 
columns, matching both dimension profile and texture of traditional columns, may 
be considered. 

D. on front porches should be rebuilt in historic designs if the original columns and 
railings are missing. For Queen Anne and Folk Victorian styles of the turn of the 
century, milled porch columns are appropriate and are readily available from 
wholesale companies. These porch columns are generally 8' in height and have 
widths and depths of 4” to 6”. For American Foursquare porches round, square, 
or tapered square wood columns or posts are best. Although generally not 
available at wholesale hardware stores, they can be ordered from milling 
companies. These columns should fit the porch height and, if round, have 
diameters of no less than 6" and no more than 14". Square posts or tapered 
square posts should be a minimum of 8" and a maximum of 14" in depth and 
width.  

E. on front porches may require new newel posts. Porch newel posts in historic 
designs are readily available and are generally 4' high and measure 4" in width 
and depth. The "ball top" newel post is best for Queen Anne or Folk Victorian 
porches. The "V-Groove" post is acceptable for Queen Anne, Folk Victorian, and 
American Foursquare dwellings. 

F. on front porches may require new balusters for the railing. Porch balusters (also 
called spindles) are readily available in historic designs from wholesale hardware 
stores. Milled spindles measuring 3' high and 2" in diameter are best for Queen 
Anne and Folk Victorian dwellings. Balusters or spindles which are smaller than 
2" in diameter are not appropriate for exterior porches. Square balusters which 
are 3' high and 2" to 3” in width and depth are best for American Foursquare and 
Colonial Revival dwellings.  
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Wood milled porch columns and railings help 
define this building’s style (518 Washington 

Street). 

This milled column and railing are essential 
to this property’s character (317 Cabell 
Street). 

Typical Rail Detail 
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16.  ROOFS 

POLICY: 

Original roof forms should be preserved and maintained. If additions to roofs are desired 
such as new dormers or skylights, these should be added at rear or side rooflines that are 
not visible from the street. Historic roof materials such as metal standing seam, clay tiles, 
or slate should be repaired and preserved. If repair is no longer practical, replacement with 

an appropriate substitute material is appropriate.    

Roofs:  

A. should be preserved in their original size, shape and pitch, with original features (such 
as cresting, finials, cupolas, etc.), and, if possible, with original roof material. 

B. of slate should be repaired with new slate to match. If deterioration is extensive 
consider removing slate from rear roof surfaces in order to repair slate on the main and 
readily visible facades. If overall removal is demonstrated as necessary, the use of 
faux-slate materials will be considered. The substitution of asphalt or fiberglass 
simulated slate shingles for slate is not acceptable.  

C. of standing seam metal should be repaired. If replacement is necessary the new roof 
should match the original as closely as possible in dimensions, seam crimping, and 
seam spacing. Historically correct commercially available roof coatings may be 
considered for repairs.  The HPC Secretary has information on acceptable materials. 

D. should not have new dormers introduced on front facades but may have dormers 
added on rear facades or secondary facades where not noticeably visible if in keeping 
with the character and scale of the structure.  

E. should not have skylights, decks, or balconies added where visible from the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Original slate roofs should be preserved, 
maintained and repaired.   

If repair and replacement is not possible, the use 
of faux slate shingles may be appropriate. 
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Original metal standing seam roofs should 
be maintained and repaired if needed (602 
Washington Street). 

 

If replacement is necessary use a metal 
seam roof similar in dimensions, spacing 
and crimping as the original. 

 

Original clay tile roof at 2701 Rivermont 
Avenue. 

 

 

 

 

 

Original metal shingle roof at 429 
Rivermont Avenue. 

 

 

Roof features such as dormers should be 
preserved and maintained (3104 Rivermont 
Avenue). 
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