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Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes of January 22, 2018 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Lauren Dianich 

Mark Little 

Dr. James Peery, III, Vice-Chair 
Christopher McSwain, Chair  

Richard Morris 
Shanda Rowe 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 

None 

 
VACANCIES: 

One 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Ms. Anne Nygaard, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Robin Craig, Planning 
Technician, and the public. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 3:45 p.m.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Commissioner Dianich made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Morris, to accept the 
consent agenda. 

 

c. ACTION AGENDA: 
 

 (1) ACTION:   Request of Corann Harper to install recessed accent outdoor lighting in 
wooden stairs to highlight architectural features of the house at 2301 Rivermont Avenue: 

 

 Ms. Corann Harper, the owner, and Mr. Joe Cushi of Bella Outdoor Lighting were present to represent 
the application.  The request is to allow accent lighting to accentuate the columns.  The applicant 

provided a photo that demonstrates how the columns will look after lighting is installed.  The applicant 
also provided a sketch to show where all the lights will be placed.  They have already received approval 

for the lights that will be on the ground.  They need approval now for three lights that will be recessed 
into the wood of the steps.   Mr. Cushi pointed out that two of the lights actually go on the balcony. 

 

 Commissioner Little asked if he did Ginni Griffith’s house and Mr. Cushi said he did.  Commissioner 
Little said then it will be very tasteful.  Commissioner Dianich asked if they are LED lights and what is the 

color value.  Mr. Cushi said they are the 2700 Kelvins, which is more of a warm color.  They are similar to 
the iridescent halogen light fixtures they used to use.  The fixtures are guaranteed for twenty years. 

 

 Commissioner Morris thought the lighting in the photo looked really glaring.  Mr. Cushi explained 
those are mostly a demo.  To show them what it would look like, he was using the 3000 Kelvins.  Little 

by little, he is starting to switch them out when he does demos.  He suggested they really needed to see 
it at night.  Pictures can get washed.  The commissioners discussed Ms. Griffith’s house on Langhorne 

Road and concurred her lighting looks beautiful. 
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 Commissioner Dianich agreed that sometimes when they photograph, the camera overdoes it in 

order to get the exposure.  Based on the distance and this light fixture type, in her opinion, it was not 
overdone.  If you do not put enough, it just lights the first level.  Mr. Cushi also explained that he installs 

them during the day and then goes back at night and makes any necessary adjustments.  Commissioner 
Dianich was not sure the lights were out far enough.  Mr. Cushi explained that this is done in order so 

that when you look out the window, you are not looking directly into a floodlight or when you are leaving 

the house, you are not looking directly into a floodlight. 
 

 There was some discussion as to what will happen when the landscaping is put in and how that will 
affect the lighting.  Mr. Cushi said landscaping will not affect the lighting because the lights are being put 

directly underneath the window or the corner so that the light will go up.  Commissioner Dianich said 
landscaping is not in their purview but when they do get to that point, talk to their landscape architect 

about putting the landscaping away from the house.  It also allows people inside the home to be able to 

see the landscaping when they look out the window.  This is just a recommendation but it will mean that 
the lighting will fit perfectly with landscaping that is planted later. 

 
 Commissioner Light made a motion to accept the application as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Dianich and passed by the following vote: 

 
AYES: Dianich, Little, McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe      6 

NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 

ABSENT:  0 
VACANCIES:    1 

 

 (2) COMMENT:  Designation of 12th Street Industiral Historic District:  
 

 Ms. Anne Nygaard explained that there will be a public hearing on this matter in this location on 
Tuesday, February 6, at 6:00 p.m.  This application is for a state and federal historic district and not for a 

local historic district.  This designation opens these buildings up for tax credits.  At this point, the 

application is before them for comment.   
 

 Commissioner Dianich is in favor of this area being put into a historic district because these buildings 
have a clarity of design that is just beautiful.  She thinks people are now appreciating the industrial 

design.  Having some oversight on them is very useful.  If they have a better chance of getting tax 

credits, that will be good because that area has suffered and not been developed even though it has a lot 
of square footage and is in a great part of town.  Ms. Nygaard explained that there is no real oversight 

unless they receive tax credits and then the renovations are subject to the purview of the Department of 
Historic Resources. 

 
 (3) COMMENT:  215 Cabell Street Driveway Reconfiguration: 

 

 Ms. Amy Burczyk of Atelier 11, LTD Architecture was present to represent the applicant.  This 
application was previously approved.  The commissioners had mentioned that entering from Hancock 

Street was preferable to entering from C Street.  Due to the cost of changing the granite curb and the 
feedback from Planning and Zoning, the client would like to abandon the lot line and make the entrance 

off Hancock Street.   Since this is a minor change, there is no change to the parking lot or the retaining 

wall, they are requesting that this be an administrative change.   
 

 Commissioner Peery asked if the parking lot will be screened with vegetation still.  Commissioner 
Dianich indicated nothing will change.  Ms. Nygaard indicated that would be a requirement from zoning.  

Commissioner Dianich indicated that since Ms. Nygaard is new to being the Secretary of the Historic 
Preservation Commission and might not feel comfortable making an administrative decision such as this 
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that they would get the feedback of the commission in order to make her more comfortable with the 

process. 
 

 Commissioner Morris asked for the reasoning behind putting the parking lot on the side as opposed 
to the rear of the property.  Commissioner Dianich indicated it was to put it on the front lot C as opposed 

to lots B or A.  When they moved it forward, the client said it was much better for people parking and 

getting to the art gallery because they cannot have ADA parking on the street.  The closer a handicapped 
person is to the front of the building where the only ADA entrance is the better.   

 
 Commissioner Dianich commented that there will also now be a continuous landscape screening on 

the front of the property where originally there was going to be an entrance.  This should make the 
neighbors happier and the client is very concerned that he is being a good neighbor.  Commissioner 

Morris also pointed out that they would not have to disturb the brick paved sidewalk.  Commissioner 

Morris thinks this is a better solution.  The other commissioners were in consensus. 
 

 Ms. Nygaard asked if there was going to be a sidewalk from the parking lot to the building.  
Commissioner Dianich said it is not in their proposal.  Under the guidelines, for ADA accessibility for 

parks, it says that if you can traverse it with a wheelchair, it is acceptable.  The other alternative is for a 

dropoff point at the front.  That is common sense that someone in a wheelchair would be dropped off at 
the front.  The vehicle would then go around and park in an ADA spot.   

 
 Ms. Nygaard indicated she will approve this administratively if that is what the commission would like 

her to do; however, she pointed out that there is nothing in code that allows her to do it.  Chair McSwain 
indicated that the change is minor enough for her to approve it administratively at the time a new 

Certificate of Appropriateness application is submitted. 

 
 (4) COMMENT:  Garland Hill Utility Replacement 

 
 Ms. Jes Gearing of the Department of Water Resources was present to discuss this project with the 

commission.  She does public relations and public outreach for the department.  One of her goals is to do 

far more community outreach as they are doing projects in order to get to know people in the area and 
to receive feedback and incorporate that into the project design.   

 
 This is a joint project between Public Works and Water Resources.  After Fifth Street Phase II, there 

were busses and heavy vehicles going in the 400 block of Harrison Street.  That caused some buckling 

and serious issues with the brick pavers.  Public Works talked with people about replacing some of those 
and Water Resources asked that they hold back for a little bit until they could replace some water lines at 

the same time.  They plan to start in the spring.  Ms. Gearing indicated she has talked with many of the 
people in the Garland Hill Association to see what they would prefer to see happen.  They plan on going 

into the concrete sidewalk where there is easier access and will not impact as many driveways and on 
street parking.  It will also allow traffic to continue on the street except when they are pulling up brick 

pavers. 

 
 One of the concerns is that there are more water connections that need to be made on the other side 

of the street.  They will look at boring under the slate pavers.  There may be some instances where they 
need to replace the pavers if they are unable to bore under them.  Boring is normally around 85 percent 

successful.   They will also be lining the sewer line that is in the middle of the street and updating the 

sewer lateral connections.  Some boring will have to be done for that as well. 
 

 One of the issues they have with the sidewalk in the area is with Tara West’s house.  They have a 
beautiful driveway, which they will work with them to make sure it goes back in the exact same way.  It 

is also necessary to cut back some of their trees and they will work with them on that as well to be sure 
the trees remain healthy.  As the project gets closer, Ms. Gearing will contact the homeowners and 
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businesses in the block that will be affected by access issues particularly access issues to parking lots.  

Most of the homes appear to be rental homes but they will certainly contact the owners. 
 

 Ms. Gearing indicated they will continue to go down Harrison Street and Madison Street in the 
coming years.  She wanted to get the commission’s feedback and hear any concerns.  Commissioner 

Dianich asked for clarification that they are just doing water lines.  Ms. Gearing said they are just 

replacing water lines but are relining the sewer lines and replacing the sewer lateral connections to the 
homes.  Commissioner Dianich asked if they are given a new sewer cleanout near the street.               

Ms. Gearing did not know the answer to that question.  She said she could find it and Commissioner 
Dianich indicated she would appreciate it.   

 
 Commissioner Morris asked if everything they have to take out will be replaced in kind and            

Ms. Gearing said that is their goal.  She thinks the sidewalk is tinted and it will be tinted when it is 

replaced.  Commissioner Morris asked if the entire sidewalk is coming out and Ms. Gearing said that is 
correct.  Ms. Gearing thanked them and indicated if they have any questions to feel free to contact her.  

The City knows there are a lot of homeowners putting a lot of money into their historic homes and the 
City wants to work closely with them in their efforts. 

 

e. NEXT MEETING DAY: 
 The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 26, 2018. 

 
f. ADJOURNMENT: 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 

 

 
 

ATTEST:_____________________________________ATTEST:__________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                               Chairman 

 


