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Historic Preservation Commission 
Minutes of June 16, 2018 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Christopher McSwain, Chair 
Richard Morris 
Dr. James Peery, III, Vice-Chair 
Shanda Rowe 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Mark Little 
 
VACANCIES: 
Two 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Anne Nygaard, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Robin Craig, 
Planning Technician, and the public. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 3:45 p.m.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Commissioner Rowe made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Peery, to accept the 
consent agenda. 

 
(1) ACTION AGENDA: 
 
 (a) ACTION:   Request Hames and Hoa Peery to modify their home at 305 
Cabell Street with the following actions:  1) Add stone patio at rear of house; 2) Add 
pergola covering part of patio on rear of house; 3)  Convert existing window (from 
2004) to French door with lights in same place as window; 4)  Alter drive to add two 
pull off parking spots; 5) Move shed to rear of property and add trees to screen it 
from the street; 6) Add approximately 18 inch retaining wall on uphill portion of 
house. 
 
 Dr. James Peery was present to represent the application.  The patio will be approximately 
26 feet by 16 feet and will be off the back of the house.  Tbey would like to do stamped 
concrete with a simulated slate stamp.  The pergola will cover half of the patio.  It is be 8 feet 
by 26 feet.   The pergola will not be attached to the house.  The window will be converted into 
a door.  It is a modern window on an addition approved in 2004.  They would like to use brown 
pea gravel for the driveway and parking area.  They will not be doing the retaining wall and it 
was removed from the application. 
 
 Commissioner Morris asked Dr. Peery to indicate where the shed will be located, which he 
showed him on the submitted photo.  Commissioner Morris thought the door he shows in the 
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application is small for a door opening.  Commissioner Morris suggested he do a regular French 
door.  Dr. Peery was open to that idea if they would approve it either way.  Dr. Peery indicated 
the air conditioners will eventually be moved.  That will be on another COA application.  
Commissioner Morris suggested they put the top of the pergola up above the door because it 
will make it more architecturally interesting.   
 
 Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the COA application as submitted with the 
additional approval of a larger French door (could be up to five feet four inches).  The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Rowe and passed by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:    McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe          4 

NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 
ABSENT: Little 1 
VACANCIES:    2 
 

 (b) ACTION:   Request of Elliot Pope to modify the home at 914 Harrison Street 
by installing a wood-stamped concrete front porch: 
 
 Mr. Elliot Pope was present to represent the application.  The grade of the front yard has 
created problems that cause the wood on the front porch to rot.  He will be raising the grade of 
the frong yard.  Mr. Pope feels the best way to deal with the rot problem is to use concrete for 
the front porch floor.  The concrete can be stamped to look like wood.  There would be a ¾ 
inch overhang.  The thinnest it could be poured is 1½ inches.  Mr. Pope indicated that the deck 
boards in the neighborhood range in size.  He feels this porch floor will be above the standard 
in the neighborhood.  His neighbor next door has bead board for its porch floor.  He thinks the 
concrete will give him a better porch floor and you will not be able to see any difference from 
the street. 
 
 Commissioner Morris acknowledged that Mr. Pope does have a legitimate problem due to 
the grade of the front yard.  If it were not for the exposed edge, he might recommend 
approval.  He does agree that the foundation of the porch should be concrete.  He has seen a 2 
x 8 used on a house and it just does not look right.  The 2 x 8 is what Mr. Pope is proposing to 
use for the trim board on the front.  Commissioner Morris has met with the applicant and made 
some suggestions.  Commissioner Morris did a drawing for the applicant showing him a 
recommended solution and then made the following motion: 
 
 Commissioner Morris made the following motion, which was seconded by Commissioner 
Peery and passed by the following vote: 
 
 The Certificate of Appropriateness is approved for a continuous concrete foundation, either 
smooth, parged or brick veneer with pressure treated framing and Aeratis composite tongue 
and groove dedking run perpendicular to the house (or wood tongue and groove).  If Aeratis is 
used, it has to be without a notched profile.  There has to be a minimum of a ¾ inch to one 
inch reveal at the edge. 
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 AYES:    McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe          5 
NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 
ABSENT: Little 0 

 VACANCIES:                     2 
 

2. NEXT MEETING DAY: 
 The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 16, 2018. 

 

 
3. ADJOURNMENT: 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 

 

 
 

ATTEST:_____________________________________ATTEST:__________________________________ 
                              Secretary                                                               Chairman 

 


