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Historic Preservation Commission 

Minutes of April 16, 2018 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Christopher McSwain, Chair 

Richard Morris 

Dr. James Peery, III, Vice-Chair 
Shanda Rowe 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Mark Little 
 

VACANCIES: 

Two 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ms. Anne Nygaard, Secretary to the Historic Preservation Commission; Ms. Robin Craig, Planning 

Technician, and the public. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

 
After a quorum was established, Chair McSwain called the meeting to order at 3:45 p.m.   

 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Commissioner Rowe made a motion, which was seconded by Commissioner Morris, to accept the consent 
agenda. 

 
(1) ACTION AGENDA: 

 

 (a) ACTION:   Request of Rivermont Presbyterian Church to replace existing front 
porch joist, step and floor with tongue and groove synthetic planking in Battleship 
Gray by Aeratis at 2436 Rivermont Avenue: 

 
 Ms. Allan Howerton was present to represent the application.  Commissioner Morris indicated that the 

applications committee reviewed the application.  They feel it meets the guidelines but the applicant will 
need to treat the end of the board a little differently so as not to expose the end of the board.  

Commissioner Morris asked if they would have a band running along the front.  Mr. Howerton said they 
would probably have a continuous runner going across the front.  Commissioner Morris looked at the 

brochure and said the Heritage would be preferable.  It would allow them to not have a runner piece in 

the front, which was not normally there historically.   
 

 Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the application as presented with the following 
conditions:  If the Aeratis Classic is used, that it has to be trimmed, so as not to show the edge of the 

wood.  The commission would prefer the Aeratis Heritage in which case an end trim piece would not have 

to be used.  That is more in keeping with the historic porch profiles.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Row and passed by the following vote: 

 
 AYES:    McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe           4 

NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 

ABSENT: Little 1 

VACANCIES:    2 
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 (b) ACTION:   Request of Dennis Newton to install a safety handrail (Surface 518-
Surface Mount Railing) on the front steps at 505 Washington Street. 
 
 Mr. Newton was available to represent the application.  He would like a black powder coated 
railing that will match the fence in front of the house.  Commissioner Morris explained that they 
prefer a subtle handrail so as not to detract from the house’s features.  Mr. Newton said there 
are several homes in the area that have railings like this one.  Mr. Newton also thinks this hand 
railing will be more stable.  Commissioner Morris made a motion to accept the application as 
submitted with the condition that there be one railing only.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Peery and passed by the following vote: 
 
 AYES:    McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe           4 

NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 

ABSENT: Little 1 
 VACANCIES:                     2 

 

 (c) ACTION:  Request of Elliot Pope to modify the home and property at 914 Harrison 
Street by 1) Eliminating hidden gutters and adding U-shaped gutters and downspouts; 2) 

Replacing standing seam porch roof with asphalt shingles (main roof will be approved 
administratively as an in-kind replacement; 3) Adding exterior stairs to the rear of the 

structure and 4) Installing a privacy fence in backyard. 

 
 Mr. Elliot Pope was present to represent the application.  Commissioner Morris said they would 

recommend approval of everything on the application except for the shingles on the porch roof.  There 
should be a 3/12 pitch on your roof for a shingle.  That is why that roof needs to be metal.  

Commissioner Morris made a motion to approve the application as presented with the exception of the 
asphalt shingles on the front porch roof.  That needs to be standing seam metal.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Peery and passed by the following vote: 

 
 AYES:    McSwain, Morris, Peery and Rowe           4 

NOES:  0 
ABSTENTIONS:  0 

ABSENT: Little 1 

 VACANCIES:                     2 
 

 (d) Update:  Future HPC agendas will be distributed to commission by Sharepoint only.  
Ms. Anne Nygaard explained that the Sharepoint app cannot be downloaded on the older iPads.            

Ms. Nygaard will send them the link again and she asked that they call her if they have any problems. 
 

 DISCUSSION:  Ordinance changes to notification signs in historic districts:  Ms. Nygaard 

told them that the Planning Commission passed a resolution to begin the changes to the ordinance.      
Ms. Nygaard wanted to clarify that the commission would like a sign posted when there is an appeal of 

the commission’s decision to City Council.  The commissioners said that was correct.  Ms. Nygaard 
explained that if a property owner is appealing, they could be required to put up a sign.  If it is a 

neighborhood, they cannot put up a sign on someone else’s property.  The sign will be the same size as 

others required for public hearings. 
 

 The commissioners did not wish to require applicants to put up signs when they are doing major 
renovations.  Since those type of applications are not a public hearing and the commission is there to 

make sure the guidelines are followed, they decided against requiring applicants to post them. 
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2. NEXT MEETING DAY: 

 The next regular meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 21, 2018. 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT: 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
ATTEST:_____________________________________ATTEST:__________________________________ 

                              Secretary                                                               Chairman 

 


