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What and When is the Census?
The 2020 Census counts the population in all 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. 
territories (Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, 
Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). The count 
is mandated by the Constitution and conducted 
by the U.S. Census Bureau, a nonpartisan 
government agency.  

Beginning in mid-March, each home will receive an invitation to respond to 
a short questionnaire—online, by phone, or by mail.
 
Why the United States Conducts This Count
The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and 
many others use to provide daily services, products and support for you and your 
community. Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire 
departments, schools, roads and other resources based on census data.
 
The results of the census also determine the number of seats each state will have 
in the U.S. House of Representatives, and they are used to draw congressional 
and state legislative districts.
 
It’s also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, mandates that the country 
conduct a count of its population once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will 
mark the 24th time that the country has counted its population since 1790.

The Impact of the Census for Lynchburg
The results of the 2020 Census will help determine how hundreds of billions of 
dollars in federal funding flow into communities every year for the next decade. 
That funding shapes many different aspects of every community, no matter the 
size, no matter the location, including Lynchburg, Virginia.

• Think of your morning commute: Census results influence highway planning 
and construction, as well as grants for buses and other public transit systems.

• Think of your local schools: Census results help determine how money is 
allocated for the Head Start program and for grants that support teachers and 
special education.

The list goes on, including programs to support rural areas, to restore wildlife, to 
prevent child abuse, to prepare for wildfires and to provide housing assistance for 
older adults.

To learn more about the Census 2020, visit www.lynchburgva.gov/census2020.

CENSUS 2020 - BE COUNTED! REMINDER: 2020 NEIGHBORHOOD AWARDS  
NOMINATIONS OPEN
At the State of the City Address on April 27, Mayor 
Treney Tweedy and Vice Mayor Mary Jane Dolan 
will recognize neighborhood organizations, groups 
and individuals who are working to make their 
neighborhoods a great place to live. To honor the 
outstanding work that has been done to enhance 
the community during the past year, the City has 
a Lynchburg Neighborhood Recognition Awards Program. If you know of an 
individual, neighborhood-based organization or group who has gone above and 
beyond to make our community a better place to live, work and play, please take 
a few minutes to nominate them for one of the awards listed below. 

OUTSTANDING NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Any Lynchburg city neighborhood or homeowners’ association that has 
facilitated improvements in its community and has kept its neighbors actively 
engaged in community building activities in the past year is eligible to be 
nominated for this award. The nomination must identify the improvement(s) 
initiated or completed by the neighborhood, how the improvement(s) 
brought neighbors together, the critical neighborhood needs addressed by the 
improvements the impact of the improvement(s) and the level of effort involved 
in completing the improvement(s). In addition, the nomination must also 
identify activities that were undertaken by the neighborhood to build or enhance 
neighborhood cohesion and communication.

LIFETIME NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE AWARD 
This award recognizes the contributions made by an individual who has given 
outstanding service to improve and/or positively affect the lives and living 
conditions of individuals in their neighborhood. Candidates for this award may 
often be referred to as the “unsung heroes” of their neighborhood.

PERFECT PARTNERSHIP AWARD
This award recognizes and honors the outstanding contributions, excellence and 
accomplishments achieved by neighborhood organizations and civic individuals 
who have partnered with City departments, schools, nonprofits, businesses, 
institutions and others to: 

1) Make physical and/or social improvements to our neighborhoods; 
2) Connect neighbors and/or neighborhoods with one another; and/or 
3) Build the capacity of their neighborhood organization to better serve  

our community.

COLLEGE STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD 
This special service award recognizes a local college student who has volunteered 
their services with a neighborhood or other community group.
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To nominate any individual and/or group, visit www.lynchburgva.gov/
neighborhoodawards or call (434) 455-3800 to request an application. 
Deadline for nominations has been extended to March 13, 2020.

MAIN STREET RENEWAL UPDATE

REGISTER: lynchburgva.gov/
internationalfestival

The latest improvements with the Main Street Renewal Project are now hidden 
well below the ground! 

Last month, Appalachian Power lowered two manholes into the ground on 
Main Street: two 75,000-pound pieces of an underground puzzle that already 
includes 11 new manholes and nine new concrete vaults along Main Street 
between Eighth and 12th Streets. The transformers, wires and conduits they house 
will supply more reliable electric service to a growing downtown. By replacing 
infrastructure that is nearly 100 years old, the new equipment will allow power 
outages to be detected more quickly, service interuptions isolated to a handful 
of customers instead of entire blocks, and provide for quicker restoration times. 
The company’s investment also translates to more reliable electric service for 
downtown residents and businesses and plenty of power for future growth.  

In a few weeks, Appalachian Power will begin installing electrical service to each 
residential and business customer in the 800 block of Main Street. Since this 
phase will involve sidewalk work, watch for a “pedestrian corridor” in Main Street 
with pathways leading to individual businesses.  
  
For the latest updates, attend one of the upcoming Progress Meetings, and/or visit 
www.Renewlyh.com. Your patience during this project is appreciated.

Main Street Renewal Progress Meetings:  

Dates:  Wednesday, February 19 • 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
 Thursday, February 20 • 8:30 a.m.- 9:30 a.m. or 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Location: City Hall, 900 Church Street, Second Floor Training Room

 The team will share construction updates on what’s next,   
 including upcoming sidewalk work, 12th Street intersection work  
	 and	traffic	control,	project	timeline	and	major	impacts.

Construction Phase: 12th & Main Streets

Beginning Wednesday, February 26, and continuing for approximately five 
weeks, crews will begin electrical and waterline work at the intersection of  
12th and Main Streets. Signs will alert motorists of new traffic patterns.

During the month of February, the Lynchburg 
Museum has copies of Green Books, images and 
stories related to segregated lodging and travel on 
display. Victor Hugo Green began publishing travel 
books in 1936, specifically for African Americans. 
These books, titled “Negro Motorist Green Books,” 
were meant to assist black travelers as they navigated 
cities and states where Segregation made finding 
friendly lodging and services difficult. Lynchburg had 
several local businesses listed in the Green Books—
places like Phyllis Wheatley’s YWCA, Happyland 
Lake and the Hotel Manhattan offered overnight accommodations, while Selma’s 
Hair Salon and the Fifth Street Pharmacy offered services. 

The Museum will have copies of the Green Books available for visitors to touch 
and will feature information on the businesses listed, many of which can be found 
in the Fifth Street Historic District. 

The Museum, located at 901 Court Street, is open Monday through Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. –  4:00 p.m. and Sunday 12 noon – 4:00 p.m.  For more information, 
call (434) 455-6226, or visit www.lynchburgmuseum.org, www.pointofhonor.org, 
the Museum’s Facebook page, Twitter @LburgMuse, or Instagram @LburgMuse.

AT THE MUSEUM: THE GREEN BOOK


