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TAKING PRIDE IN OUR PUBLIC SPACES
A Message from City Manager Bonnie Svrcek and 
Deputy City Manager Reid Wodicka

Our city is worth taking pride in! Streets. 
Parks. Sidewalks. Trails. Parking Lots. 
Green Spaces. All of these places make 
Lynchburg the special place that it is. In 
fact, we know that these spaces are what 
attracts employers and makes our community 
a great place to live, work, and play. Part of what 
makes Lynchburg an attractive community is the 
variety of public spaces that our community boasts.

However, we need to talk about the condition of those places. Many of our public 
spaces are in need of some major Lynchburg Love. 

As we drive and walk about the city, we are often disheartened by the condition of 
our public spaces, primarily because of the trash and junk thoughtlessly discarded 
throughout the city. Paper wrappers, cans, plastic bags and cigarette butts are 
among the trash that we see every day. Together and with some community pride, 
we can make some great improvements.

Taking pride in our public spaces is simple. Discard trash in proper places. If you 
are driving, please collect any trash in your vehicle and toss it in a trash receptacle 
when you get home or at your destination. Even better, please recycle as often as 
is possible.

Activating our public spaces will be more successful if we have spaces that are 
clean and tidy. Imagine walking on a trail where there is nothing but nature to 
enjoy—no signs of waste. Consider driving the Expressway and not seeing any 
trash. Experience a lovely walk on the Bluffwalk Downtown, taking in the sights 
and the sounds and the aroma of restaurants in a space that is neat and clean.

The reality is that the City needs your help to keep these places clean. We have a 
dedicated team of professionals focused on making Lynchburg a beautiful place, 
but we need people to do their part. This can be accomplished either by ensuring 
that they are not contributing to the problem or by actively helping to clean up. 

As an example, we want to recognize the Downtown Lynchburg Association 
(DLA) for their efforts in the creation of the Adopt-a-Block Program. The DLA 
website states, “the Downtown Lynchburg Adopt-a-Block Program engages local 
citizens in helping to keep the downtown district clean and beautiful. We invite 
community groups, businesses and individuals to take pride in their downtown, 
and to join us in the effort to reduce litter, combat graffiti, tackle weeds and create 
a more welcoming downtown environment.” Thank you to the many citizens and 
business persons who have already volunteered to “adopt a block!” 
 
Lynchburg is our city. No matter what your daily path is, or where you live or 
work or play, please take pride in our public spaces. If we each just treat our public 
spaces with respect, we will all be more proud of our city! 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” —Margaret Mead

DOWNTOWN 2040 MASTER PLAN UPDATE
For the past year, the City of Lynchburg has been working on a plan to address 
the future growth and development of Downtown. The Downtown 2040 plan 
builds on the successes achieved by the implementation of the 2000 Downtown 
& Riverfront Master Plan and sets even greater goals for the next 20 years.

THE VISION
In 2040, Downtown Lynchburg will be a bustling and thriving urban core; the 
economic, social and cultural hub of Central Virginia—a destination for visitors 
and a livable neighborhood for residents. Both locals and tourists alike will enjoy a 
diverse offering of retail, restaurants and recreational activities set in a downtown 
rich with historic architecture, unique topography and vibrant public spaces. 
This is the exciting atmosphere that makes Downtown Lynchburg the heart of 
the region.

Read the full plan at Downtown2040.com! 

The Planning Commission public hearing is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 22 in City Hall, 900 Church Street. The public is invited to attend.

Find other input opportunities at Downtown2040.com. 

VACANCIES ON BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Lynchburg is a great place to live, work and play! One important way for citizens 
to become engaged in their community is to volunteer to serve on a City Council 
appointed board or commission.

In September 2018, there will be anticipated vacancies on several boards and 
commissions. Residents who are interested in being considered to fill one  
of the vacancies are invited to complete an application available online at  
www.lynchburgva.gov. An application may also be obtained from the Clerk of 
Council Office, City Hall, 900 Church Street during regular business hours. For 
more information, contact Valeria Chambers, Clerk of Council at 
(434) 455-3983, or valeria.chambers@lynchburgva.gov. 
 
The following boards and commissions will have vacancies when terms end in 
September 2018:  
 
Social Services Advisory Board  
2 vacancies (eligible to serve again)  
 
Board of Building Code Appeals 
1 vacancy 
 
Redevelopment & Housing Authority 
3 vacancies (eligible to serve again) 

Lynchburg Business Development Centre 
3 vacancies (2 eligible to serve again)  

Please note: Although some individuals are eligible to serve another term, 
there is no guarantee that the individual will be reappointed.

Trash will be collected following the NORMAL schedule.  
Concord Turnpike Convenience Center is open Tuesday - Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Call Citizens First Info Center at 856-CITY(2489) for more information.

Lynchburg Municipal Offices 
will be CLOSED on 

Monday, September 3 in observance of

HOLIDAY 
CLOSING

Labor Day

COLLEGE LAKE DAM AND FLOOD UPDATE
On Thursday and Friday, August 2-3, 2018, heavy rains fell on Lynchburg which 
created flooding in the city’s creeks, streams, lakes and surrounding areas. College 
Lake and Blackwater Creek quickly rose to flood level, and the resulting damage 
of the flood was extensive. 

Since then, City staff have been consulting with technical experts, as well as 
University of Lynchburg President, Kenneth Garren and Dr. Laura Henry-Stone, 
Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies at the University of Lynchburg 
regarding the future of the dam and College Lake. It is envisioned that College 
Lake will be a learning laboratory for students and visitors interested in 
environmental studies, particularly wetland stream restoration. State regulatory 
agencies have been asked to create a short term solution that reduces any threat to 
the city’s downstream population and creates a safe environment.

Initial flood damage estimates reported to FEMA and various state agencies 
included approximately $766,000 for private property and nearly $9.5 million for 
public property. The City will meet with state and federal officials to determine 
qualifications for financial assistance. 
 Seven multi-family apartments, with a number of rental units, received major 
flood damage and have been deemed unfit for living. These residents are being 
assisted by the City of Lynchburg Disaster Recovery Group (CLDRG) formed 
after the spring tornadoes ripped through the city. Anyone wishing to help 
residents impacted by the flood (and/or tornadoes) can send monetary donations 
to the Greater Lynchburg Community Foundation, 1100 Commerce Street, 
Lynchburg, VA 24504 or donate online at www.lynchburgfoundation.org. Please be 
sure to designate the purpose of your donation.
 The City of Lynchburg wishes to thank everyone who spent numerous hours 
to ensure the safety of our citizens, the prevention of loss of life and providing 
safety and shelter for those affected. Lynchburg really is a great place to live, 
work, and play!
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On Tuesday, August 14, during the Work Session at 4:00 p.m., City Council 
will hear a presentation from City staff regarding the flood and the status of 
the dam. The meeting will take place in City Council Chamber, 900 Church 
Street and will be televised live on LTV Comcast Channel 15. Viewers may 
also watch live on the City’s website at www.lynchburgva.gov.


