
1 

 

 

LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Monday, June 12, 2017 

3:00 p.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Council Member Treney Tweedy, Council 

Member Sterling Wilder 
 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Gaynelle Hart, Kent White, Lee Newland, Rachel Frischeisen, Dylan 

Bishop and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    Doyle Allen of Hurt and Proffitt 

 

   
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list: 
 
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- Construction underway; Logans Lane will begin shortly 
--Wards Ferry Road Improvements @ Heritage- Construction underway 
--Midtown Connector- Project closeout 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- Construction underway- several months behind schedule; no real change 
--College Lake Dam- Re-evaluating options with new regulations-Meeting with LC; trying to get a 
consultant going for it.   
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Move Forward with Preliminary Engineering when approved in CIP; trying to 
get a consultant going. 
--Main Street Bridge- Design Underway-Public Meetings held last Thursday night and one to be held 
tonight.  Ms. Hart noted there were 35 to 40 in attendance.  There were a lot of good questions and it 
went very well.  Council Member Wilder noted the locations were good for the meeting. 
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction Underway –Bridge Beams Set 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- Design underway 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape-Construction underway.  This will be finished in 
September and is on schedule.  Council Member Perrow inquired as to the next step.  Mr. Newland 
explained they will take a break, then work on Main Street and Fifth Street. They will look at the Master 
Plan for Downtown and figure out what is next for the Watermain Replacement. 
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Closing Out 
--Community Market Parking Deck- Construction Underway.  Council Member Wilder inquired if the 
completion date was still July.  Mr. Newland indicated that substantial completion is for the end of July.  
Substantial completion is when the deck is usable up top with a few things that will still need to be done.  
The walls have been finished and they are starting to bring in the fill.  There are still a few issues to work 
through. 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Construction Underway. Council Member Tweedy inquired as 
to if anyone has looked in to the traffic concerns.  Mr. Newland indicated that LPD and Traffic Engineering 
have been out there and have put in all way stops and worked on the speeding problem. 
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General Business: 

1. Vacate a portion of Logans Lane— Logans Landing, LLC., the owner of 6335 and 6343 Logans Lane, is 
petitioning to vacate a portion of right-of-way located at the end of Logans Lane. The total area of the 
proposed vacation is eight hundredths (0.08) of an acre and includes a portion of the street.  The right-of-way 
vacation would have minimal impact on traffic given the location at the end of the street.  The petitioner 
erected a sign notifying the public of the request for a street vacation.  Notices were also mailed by City staff 
to owners within 200 feet of the area proposed for vacation. 
 
Ms. Frischeisen displayed on the screen for PDC the referenced portion of Logans Lane.  Logans Landing, 
LLC. is petitioning to vacate part of the right-of-way.  The proposed vacation is .08 of an acre with an 
assessed value of $2,000. Ms. Frischeisen and Mr. Newland explained this is the area in the vicinity of 
Beacon Credit Union (it is two single family homes currently).  The purpose of the vacation is to allow 
entrance improvements for the apartment complex going in.  Some right-of-way has been vacated and 
some right-of-way has been dedicated to the cul-de-sac. 
 
Council Member Perrow stated he felt this was pretty straight forward.  Ms. Frischeisen displayed on the 
map where the apartments are going to be.  Council Member Wilder inquired as to if there had been any 
comments from the neighbors.  Mr. Frischeisen indicated no comments had been received and the sign 
regarding the right-of-way vacation had been posted as required.  No one else is really affected by this 
and Beacon Credit Union is on board.  There will be 182 apartments.  Council Member Perrow 
questioned if these were by right (currently zoned for the apartments) and Mr. Allen, of Hurt and 
Proffitt, indicated they are. Mr. Allen stated they have gone through the process of dedicating the area 
as a right-of-way to the City.  The two properties were combined and they put in a cul-de-sac.   
 
Council Member Perrow recommended moving to full council, seconded by Council Member Tweedy. 
 
By consensus PDC recommended moving to full Council for approval.   
 
 

2. Ordinance Regulating Small Cell Facilities in Rights-Of-Way and on City-Owned Property— Earlier this 
year, the Virginia General Assembly adopted Senate Bill 1282 which amended various sections of the state 
code dealing with the co-location of micro-wireless facilities and small cell facilities on existing structures. 
Small cell facilities include equipment and antennas for wireless communication services with a cumulative 
size (volume) of no more than twenty-eight (28) cubic feet; often these facilities are placed on or adjacent 
to other utilities.  The bill gives localities the authority to adopt a procedure for the approval of small cell 
facilities that will be co-located on existing structures within the public rights-of-way and on publicly owned 
property.  The bill also gives localities the right to charge a fee for processing a permit to co-locate a small 
cell facility.   
 
If the city does not adopt a procedure to approve the co-location of small cell facilities, effective July 1, 
2017, telecommunications companies will be able to co-locate small cell facilities on existing structures in 
the public rights-of-way as a matter of right.  Staff is concerned that the maximum allowable size of the 
equipment could impact vehicle sight distances, pedestrian facilities and aesthetics.  The proposed 
ordinance would provide an administrative review process and one hundred fifty dollar ($150) review fee 
similar to what is required to install this equipment on private property in accordance with the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance.    
 
Mr. Newland explained that the General Assembly passed a statute that gives local governments the 
authority to adopt a procedure for the approval of small cell facilities that will be co-located on existing 
structures within the public rights-of-way and on publicly owned property.  City staff have worked with the 
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City Attorney to have a procedure in place to bring before City Council.  This needs to be in place July 1st.  It 
will go before City Council on June 27th.  Ms. Hart stated the benefit is the City will know whenever 
someone requests one of the facilities. The plan is to put this through the Technical Review Committee 
(TRC) process.  They will need to look at aesthetics, and understanding the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance.  Staff doesn’t  know how prevalent this will be.  If it gets through the TRC process, the 
Engineering Division will give a right-of-way permit. Mr. White noted the review fee will be the same as a 
zoning review fee in order to codify the process.  In the attachment, page 4, Section 35-28.6 addresses this 
and discusses rates and terms.  Mr. White expressed concern that if the process is not in place, the small 
cell facilities could be placed wherever they want and put antenna anywhere.  The focus is on the City’s 
right-of-way and City-owned property.  Ambiguity is on the private owned facilities in the City’s right-of-
way and that is what we want to clarify. 
 
Council Member Perrow inquired if this would be deleting any sections from the code.  Mr. White noted 
this is adding to the code. Council Member Wilder noted this is a protective measurement. 
 
Council Member Perrow agreed to move this item forward with a second by Council Member Tweedy. 
 
By consensus PDC recommended moving this item forward to full Council for approval.  This item will go to 
council on June 27, 2017. 
 

 
Roll Call: 

 
No items for roll call. 

 

 
Next meeting:   Tuesday, July 11, 2017 


