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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 

2:00 p.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Mayor Joan Foster, ex-officio, Council 

Member Treney Tweedy, Council Member Sterling Wilder 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Charles Hartgrove, John Hughes IV, Gaynelle Hart, Kent White, Lee 

Newland, Rachel Frischeisen and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    Stacy Dawson and Kenneth Knot representing Liberty University 

 
  Mayor Joan Foster began the meeting until Council Member Perrow arrived.   

 
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list: 
 
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- Bids received 4/5/17 
--Wards Ferry Road Improvements @ Heritage- Bids received 4/5/17- both Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane 
and the Ward Ferry Road Improvement bids came in well.  They were about $3.5 million below estimates.  
The bids are currently in procurement for a ten day protest period.  There will be more known on April 
17th.   
 
Ms. Svrcek inquired about the source of funding.  Mr. Newland explained this is half revenue sharing and 
half City funds.  The revenue sharing funds will not be available for another project. Mayor Foster 
inquired as to if the savings can be transferred.  Mr. Newland indicated the City share of it can.  Ms. 
Svrcek noted they are bond funds and can be reinvested in a project that has a thirty year time.  
Conversation was had about the savings of $3.5 million being put back in to the program to be 
reallocated.   
 
--Midtown Connector- Project closeout 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- Construction underway 
--College Lake Dam- Re-evaluating options with new regulations 
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Move Forward with Preliminary Engineering if Funded in CIP 
--Main Street Bridge- Design Underway  
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction Underway Setting Bridge Beams @ Night 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- Design underway 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape-Construction underway- staff are working on   
looking at one way traffic and will have something for the May 9th meeting. 
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Construction underway 
 --Community Market Parking Deck- Construction Underway- contractor has run in to a few issues and is 
three weeks behind.  Ms. Svrcek indicated that staff met this morning for a plan going forward.  They are 
doing their best to accommodate and the front parking lot of the market is for vendors.  A piece of the 
contractor’s equipment broke when installing rock anchors. 
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Council Member Wilder inquired about the expected completion date.  Mr. Newland responded it was 
initially in May, but now maybe June or 1st or 2nd week in July.  Mayor Foster inquired about letting the 
public know and if there is a plan.  Ms. Svrcek noted there is a plan and that Parks and Recreation will be 
handling a press release.  Council Member Perrow asked if there was a visual of the project.  Mr. Newland 
explained the photos in existence are of the deterioration of the beams where there was a void.   
Conversation was held among PDC members asking if an upbeat press release would be enough.  Ms. 
Svrcek stated they are working to communicate that effectively and wants the businesses to be 
successful.  This will be passed on the Parks and Recreation.  
 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Construction Underway; on time.   
 
General Business: 
1. Vacate a portion of Candlers Mountain Road—  Liberty University, Inc., the owner of 3760 and 3762 

Candlers Mountain Road, is petitioning to vacate a portion of right-of-way located along the frontage of 
these two properties. The total area of the proposed vacation is two-hundred and fifty-one thousandths 
(0.251) of an acre and includes a portion of lawn and parking area.  The right-of-way vacation would 
not impact vehicle or pedestrian access along Candlers Mountain Road.    

 
Ms. Frischeisen summarized that Liberty University is petitioning to vacate a portion of the right-of-way 
along the frontage of the two properties at 3760 and 3762 Candlers Mountain Road.  Ms. Frischeisen 
indicated this does not involve a city street and part of it is parking. The Technical Review Committee 
(TRC) reviewed it and staff recommended vacating the right-of-way.   
 
Ms. Frischeisen introduced Ms. Dawson and Mr. Knot, representing Liberty University.  Council Member 
Perrow noted the assessed value of $62,500 and not returning to the tax roll.  Ms. Dawson noted they 
would landscape the area, update the signage and plan to maintain it.  
 
PDC’s consensus is to move forward to full Council with their recommendation.   
 
 

2. 2016 Comprehensive Bridge Condition Report— The City maintains and inspects over 70 structures 
that are in the City limits and are on the Federal Highway Administration’s National Bridge 
Inventory System (NBIS).  Each structure has to be inspected by a certified bridge inspector at least 
every 24 months and some, depending on condition, every 12 months.  Every five years the City 
performs a comprehensive look at all of the structures by a third party to prioritize our Capital 
Improvement Plan needs. 

 
Mr. Newland stated there are five certified inspectors with the City through a federal program.  Mr. 
Newland is the Program Manager.  Seventy bridges are considered reportable.  Every year or every other 
year the condition of the bridge must be reported to VDOT and is put in the federal registry. The total 
value of all the bridges in Lynchburg is $225 million.  Lynchburg is the sixth highest in the state with the 
number of structures.  45% of Lynchburg’s structures are fifty years or older compared to 38% of VDOTs 
and 28% of other municipalities. This report is done every five years or so.  $5.3 million in needs has been 
identified in the report.  Main Street bridge and Odd Fellows bridge are in the program already and five 
more are in the Capital Improvements Program (CIP):  Link Road bridge, Indian Hill Road Bridge, Bedford 
Avenue bridge, Timberlake Road over 501 (west lane) and Graves Mill Road over the Expressway.  This is 
just a brief overview of the bridges and needs.   
 
Council Member Perrow  inquired about the bridges at Graves Mill and Timberlake and what the trigger 
was for  Graves Mill.  Mr. Newland responded that they had been evaluating it and it has high chlorides in 
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the bridge deck.  Mr. Newland indicated there will be a deck replacement. Mr. Newland noted they are 
keeping up with the bridges pretty well and trying to do preventative maintenance on them. 
 
Mayor Foster inquired as to which is more costly, steel or a deck replacement.  Mr. Newland explained 
there are three different components  of a bridge with a deck, superstructure and a substructure.   Council 
Member Perrow indicated the deck replacement will ensure the structural aspects remain intact. He did 
note that he does have some concern about the trigger and what can be done to protect bridges better in 
the long run.   

 
 
Roll Call: 

 
   No items for roll call. 
 
 

 
Next meeting:   Tuesday, May 9, 2017 


