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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

8:00 a.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Mayor Joan Foster, ex-officio, Council Member 

Sterling Wilder 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Charles Hartgrove, John Hughes IV, Gaynelle Hart, Kent White, Lee 

Newland, Rachel Frischeisen, Clay Simmons and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    Rob Taylor, Chair of the Academy Construction Committee 

 

   
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list: 
 
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- preparing to bid this month. Council Member Perrow 
inquired if Wards Ferry is a separate project from this.  Mr. Newland explained that in the VDOT books, 
Wards Ferry is a separate revenue sharing project.  They are bidding it as one for one contractor, but 
keeping the projects as separate for the books. 
--Midtown Connector- still finishing up 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- Construction underway; VDOT project 
--College Lake Dam- Preparing for RFP (Request for Proposals) 
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Meeting with VDOT to Evaluate Options at the end of March 
--Main Street Bridge- Design Underway  
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction underway, Gas Company is out there 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- Design underway; Smart Scale; VDOT is working on 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape-Construction underway; on time and on schedule.   
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Construction underway; as soon as the asphalt plants open, will be 
back to finish paving 
--City Stadium Field & Parking Improvements- Baseball- Construction to be complete by Baseball Season.   
--Community Market Parking Deck- Construction Underway- The deck is no longer there; working on the 
foundation for the walls. 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Construction Underway; McConnville Road is closed 
--Wards Ferry Improvements at Heritage- Project Advertised; will bid this month.  Interviews held 
yesterday for construction administration.  Mr. Newland explained an RFP went out and McDonough 
Bolyard Peck, Inc.( MBP), Whitman, Requardt, & Associates, LLP(WRA), NXL Construction Services, 
Inc.(NXL) and A. Morton Thomas and Associates, Inc.(AMT) all replied to the RFP.   
 
Council Member Perrow asked if the Wards Ferry and Timberlake projects could be put together on the 
Priority Projects list to be discussed together, going forward.   
 
Mayor Foster is meeting this week with a business owner who is unhappy and impacted by the 
Downtown Watermain and Streetscapes project.  She inquired as to what she can tell them about 
progress. Mr. Newland indicated that the project is on schedule and due to be done in September.  
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Progress is being made.  They are waiting for the asphalt plants to open back up in the spring.  Council 
Member Perrow inquired as to when traffic would open.  Mr. Newland indicated one lane of local traffic 
is now open on Church.  Main Street will have one lane open the entire time during construction.  The 
hope is to accelerate with two-way traffic on Church in June.  The base mix asphalt will go down as soon 
as plants open up.   
 
 
General Business: 
1.  Vacate a portion of 5th Street— Academy Center of the Arts, Inc., the owner of 600 Main Street and 

 501 Commerce Street, is petitioning to vacate a small portion of right-of-way located along the 
 frontage of these two properties. The petitioner is requesting this right-of-way vacation to 
 accommodate construction in connection with the restoration of the historic Academy Theater. The 
 total area of the proposed vacation is seventeen thousandths (0.017) of an acre and includes a 
 portion of lawn located adjacent to the curb, behind the sidewalk.  The right-of-way vacation would 
 not impact vehicle or pedestrian access along 5th Street.   

 
Ms. Frischeisen summarized that the Academy is petitioning to vacate a small right-of-way portion at 
their property that is needed for the theater.  The Technical Review Committee (TRC) has reviewed the 
petition.  Ms. Frischeisen is advising striking the language in the ordinance about the petitioner not 
building over any utility line (…is hereby reserved unto the City of Lynchburg and the construction of a 
permanent structure over any utility line without the prior written approval of the City is prohibited.) The 
intent is to use the space with the renovation.  This vacation will not affect pedestrians or traffic.  The 
Department of Water Resources and Public Works did not have any issue with it.   
 
Council Member Perrow inquired about the waterlines.  Rob Taylor, representing the Academy, indicated 
they are not building over the lines.   The corner toward 5th Street is for a potential transformer, but 
most of it is the curb and entrance for tractor trailers coming in the back side of the theater.  The new 
water line was moved. Ms. Frischeisen showed PDC a plat from 2005.  Council Member Perrow noted the 
water lines were relocated out of 6th Street.  Mr. Newland displayed the layout of the water lines over 
the Academy area on the screen for the Committee’s reference.  Conversation was had about other 
recent right-of-way vacations that had come before PDC.  Mayor Foster noted she was a little surprised 
at the price being listed for the right-of-way vacation.  Ms. Svrcek noted she asked for the price to be 
listed to make everyone aware of the value.  This is tax exempt. Mr. Taylor expressed the building was 
rolled in to an LLC.  Ms. Svrcek inquired as to if PDC would like the assessed value to be listed in the 
future.  The committee agreed in order to provide consistency and transparency.   
 
Ms. Frischeisen asked if it would be appropriate to strike the referenced language in the ordinance.  Mr. 
Newland stated that a driveway is not considered a structure so it would not affect the ordinance.  A 
transformer would be considered structure but will not be over the utility lines. Council Member Perrow 
commented he believe the language should be left in there.  If there is an issue, the Academy can submit 
a request in writing to the City. 
 
PDC’s consensus is to move forward to full Council with their recommendation.   
 
 
2. New Dominion Solar, LLC Request for Lease of City Owned Property at 3815 Old Forest Road—  
 They have agreed to pay $8,400 per year with the initial term of 1 year.  They would like to have an 
 option for additional 1 year terms upon mutual agreement until the building is ready for demolition 
 as part of the Route 501/221 One Way Pair project (pending VDOT funding approval).  By securing 
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 this lease the City receives some income from the structure until the roadway project comes 
 through for construction. 
 
 New Dominion Solar has also agreed to maintain the premises during the time of the lease. 
 
 
Clay Simmons, Public Works, summarized that New Dominion Solar, LLC contacted City staff about this 
parcel, which contains an industrial building, to inquire if available for lease. It had previously been a 
daycare. The building is slated for demolition.  They received a rental rate from the City Assessor and 
have entered in to a non-maintenance agreement for New Dominion to lease the property, that will 
generate $8,400 a year in revenue for the City.  New Dominion Solar, LLC is currently located in Bedford 
and moving to the city. 
 
PDC’s consensus is to move forward to full Council. 
 
 
3.  Verbal Report on Indian Hill Road Bridge-  
 

 
Mr. Newland explained that the City runs its own bridge inspection program.  There are about seventy 
structures in the city. There are four certified inspectors and Mr. Newland is the Program Manager.  A 
Comprehensive Condition Report is done every 5 years.  One is being finished up now.  The Indian Hill 
Road Bridge is degrading.  It has been inspected every year, rather than the every two years as required 
by the federal government.  It has been back and forth for consideration in the CIP. In 2015 there was a 
crack across the bridge.  During a 2016 inspection, the crack was larger.  In 2017, it has continued to 
expand.  Mr. Newland went out to look at it and observed a school bus going across it.  It did not move.  
Mr. Newland displayed photos of the bridge on the screen for the Committee.  The underside of the 
bridge is in bad condition.  It has settled about 3/8 of an inch.  It is not in immediate danger.  A call was 
made to a contractor and on January 25, 2017 a plate was installed.  Within a few days the plate was 
loose (January 27, 2017).  On February 2, 2017 a new, through-bolted plate was installed.  It is in the plan 
for replacement.  They are evaluating the deck and may be some spot repair done.  This project may need 
to be moved up in the schedule. 
 
Mayor Foster inquired as to why the project hasn’t been moved up.  Mr. Newland explained it was not a 
top priority.  The bridge has now changed a lot in three years.  The Link Road bridge was higher up on the 
list.  This is an ebb and flow process.  The Link Road bridge and this bridge cannot be done at the same 
time because one is a detour for the other.  Mr. Newland stated both bridges are in the floodplain. Mr. 
Newland displayed the bridge, creek and area around the bridge.  Council Member Perrow mentioned 
Permatile in Bristol as a possible contact for Mr. Newland.  They do longspan bridges and it may be worth 
checking in to.  Ms. Hart indicated she may try to work with Finance for possible design funds. 
 
Mayor Foster thanked staff for their diligence in inspecting this bridge.  Since patching may not work, she 
inquired as to where it may be on the schedule.  Mr. Newland replied that it is slated for 2020, but things 
change as they go and it may have to be moved up.  He hopes to have the Comprehensive Condition 
Report back in front of PDC in two months.   
 
 
 
 
Roll Call: 

 
Council Member Wilder noted his ongoing involvement with the Daniels Hill Neighborhood.  There will be 
a Walk-Through on March 22, 2017 with the Community Code Compliance Team (CCCT).  He believes this 
will address many issues that have been brought to his attention (trash, drugs, etc.)  There is a concern on 
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Cabell Street with an old church holding events.  The complaint of neighbors is they do not believe the 
church is obtaining the proper permits for events and weddings. Neighbors express concerns over how 
long it takes to address issues. Council Member Wilder is working with the community and encouraging 
them to continue working on the issues with the city. 
 
Mayor Foster expressed a concern from a neighbor.  There is water coming from the property next door.  
She is not sure of the best way to educate people on private property issues.  Mr. White noted that 
Community Development staff were meeting with the property owner at 9:00 a.m. today.   
 
Council Member Perrow noted that Council and PDC do not always have the same items.  PDC and Finance 
meetings need to be in ILegislate.  He wants to make sure items are coordinated with PDC and Council. 
 
Council Member Perrow stated he still has some concerns with the sidewalk requirements by the city.  He 
extended appreciation to Mr. White for working with St. Thomas More church.  Council Member Perrow 
feels the City needs to look at what our intent is with the sidewalk requirement and when that 
requirement is appropriate and when it is not.  He is concerned that people are designing around the 
ordinance, often to limit what they are building so they don’t have to go through the process and cost and 
they are not necessarily building what is best.  Mr. White gave kudos to Public Works for their efforts in 
working with the Community Development Department on St.  Thomas More Church.    
 
Mayor Foster had a conversation with a citizen that lives in Dearington about a muddy curb.  He is willing 
to pay half for a sidewalk (near 114 Page Street). Mr. Newland displayed the locality on the screen.  Mr. 
Simmons indicated he is familiar with the area and there is interesting geometry on this street.  The street 
has a lot of emergency vehicles heading to the hospital.  People have a tendency to drift to the right and 
find themselves off the road.  Public Works has extended the strip, but can go back and take a look.  Mr. 
Simmons indicated if a sidewalk  is put in it may make it worse by potentially given people something 
larger to hit when they drift to the right.   
 
Council Member Perrow  noted an issue with sidewalk over at James River Day School on Bon Ton.  It is 
hard to see the slope and may become an issue.  
 
 
 

 
Next meeting:   Tuesday, March 14, 2017 


