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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, January 10, 2017 

8:00 a.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Mayor Joan Foster, ex-officio, Council Member 

Treney Tweedy, Council Member Sterling Wilder 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Charles Hartgrove, John Hughes IV, Gaynelle Hart, Kent White, Lee 

Newland, and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    N/A 

 

   
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list, noting that construction curtails 
during the winter.  There is no real change in most projects: 
 
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- Proceeding with design  
--Midtown Connector- Punchlist work 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- Construction underway 
 --College Lake Dam- Met with LC, moving forward slowly 
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Smart Scale Application submitted; still waiting on scoring  
--Main Street Bridge- No real change; Design underway 
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction underway 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- Design underway 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape-Construction underway.  Paving Eight Street today 
with a frozen subgrade; are allowing this before the paving plants close on Friday and this option was the 
better of the two (pave on semi dry subgrade or wet slushy subgrade).  They will redo later in spring if 
needed. 
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Construction underway 
--City Stadium Field & Parking Improvements- Baseball- Design underway- Construction to be complete by 
Baseball Season 
 --Community Market Parking Deck- Notice to Proceed January. The schedule is longer than the 
anticipated 120 days.  It is more like 160 to 180 days.  Met with the contractor and Jennifer Kennedy 
yesterday.  They are seeing what they can do to allow the farmers to get in and use part of the market.  
Project is at  budget. 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Notice to Proceed February 
--Wards Ferry Improvements at Heritage- Acquiring Right of Way  
 
Mayor Foster inquired as to when we would hear about the One Way Pairs.  Mr. Newland indicated the 
scoring process is happening now and is usually around April or May. Council Member Perrow inquired of 
Mr. Newland about the design process for the Main Street Bridge project not being finished until August.  
Mr. Newland confirms that it takes this much time.  It will be put out to bid for thirty days and then it 
allows thirty days for contracts to be signed. If the work is started in October/November then it can be 
completed within a year.  This will be brought in front of council during a work session.   
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Council Member Perrow questioned as to what direction the College Lake Dam project would be going.  
Ms. Hart responded they are going to remove the dam and build a bridge.  A new RFP for design will be 
issued in the spring.  They have struggled to get a response from AECOM.  Ms. Hart indicated there is a 
new project team based on the conceptual design.  This restores the lake to wetlands.  They are designing 
and building.   
 
Council Member Perrow expressed an interest as to when the meeting of the technical team would be for 
the One Way Pairs.  Mr. Newland explained the meeting would be Thursday evening with VDOT and 
would be about connectivity, not scoring.   
 
 
General Business: 
1.  Gas Line Easement -3770 Candlers Mountain Road— As part of the indoor track construction it is 

 necessary for Columbia Gas to acquire from the City additional easements to extend a gas service 
 line from Candlers Mountain Road.  

 
Mr. Newland summarized that this easement is at the bottom of the City’s water tank at Candlers 
Mountain Road and 460.  This is to get gas service over to LU’s new indoor track.  The existing easement 
was determined to be broad enough for a new line.   Mr. Newland received information after PDC 
packets went out that Columbia wants to use what they have versus getting a new easement.  This 
means no action is required by PDC. 
 
 
 
2. Electric Line Easement- 3101 Wards Ferry Road—As part of the school construction project it is 
 necessary for Appalachian Power Company to acquire from the City easements to extend an electric 
 service line from Leesville Road. 
 
 
Mr. Newland noted this item would come before City Council on January 24, 2017.  This easement is 
along the new Heritage High School property.  This is to grant a formal easement. 
 
PDC recommended moving forward to full Council with PDC’s consensus.   
 
 
 
3.  License Agreement to Install Fiber Optic Cable from College Park Drive on Wards Ferry Road 
 along Ward Ferry Road to Heritage High School- Shentel Communications, LLC has submitted a 
 request for installation of approximately 2,550 feet of fiber optic cable in city right-of-way from 
 College Park Drive on Ward Ferry Road along Ward Ferry Road to Heritage High School.  Shentel 
 would like to install fiber optic facilities that can provide Internet access to businesses, and provide 
 backhaul for our wireless network (related to the nTelos acquisition).  Shentel will also provide 
 Internet access to Lynchburg City Public schools.   

 
Mr. Newland summarized that Shentel asked for a license agreement to place the fiber optic along Wards 
Ferry Road to serve Heritage High School. It is not currently in place and they are looking to get started 
the end of this month. 
 
Council Member Perrow asked how this affects the proposed Wards Ferry Road plans and if this is for 
residential.  Mr. Newland  explained that this works along with the plans and Shentel is aware they may 
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have to move a pole or two.  This is not for the residential, but for the schools. 
 
PDC by consensus recommended forwarding this along to full Council for approval.   
 
 
 
Roll Call: 

 
Council Member Wilder met with the Daniels Hill group.  They will hold another meeting on January 19, 
2017.  He appreciates the City’s response.  He has received questions on the property at 611 Washington 
Street.  Mr. White explained the property was inspected and Community Development continues to 
monitor the house.  Mr. Newland displayed the property on the screen.  Council Member Wilder 
questioned about the neighbor next door putting in a driveway.  Mr. White indicated the neighbor 
received a zoning violation for putting in a driveway without approval.  This also went to the Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC) and was denied, but given a course of action of how it could be brought in 
to compliance and the owner was given thirty days to take action.  Council Member Perrow stated the 
Housing Authority condemned the property ten years ago, and it has had several owners since then.   
 
Council Member Tweedy inquired about sidewalk installation on Florida Avenue.  She is aware this topic 
has come up before, but so many citizens walk in that area and Mr. Wilder noted that the underpass is a 
dangerous area.  Ms. Svrcek indicated that it is a funding issue.  Conversation was held about if it would be 
a possible Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) project.  Ms. Hart indicated this need has been 
identified on the list of projects.  Ms. Svrcek and Ms. Hart indicated this may easily be a million dollar 
project.  Ms. Svrcek stated there are several items that have to be considered in regards to CDBG:  there is 
concern about the future of the CDBG program; concerns about the levels of funding; and Council changed 
the philosophy of the CDBG money.  The next project in the que is to finish Fifth Street.  Council Member 
Wilder inquired if possibly something could be done on the more dangerous sections of the Florida 
Avenue. Conversation was held about City ordinance and sidewalks.  Ms. Svrcek mentioned having Maggie 
Cossman, Transportation Engineer, look at safety mitigation and more police enforcement in the area.  Mr. 
Newland explained to install sidewalks the City would have to have the right-of-way for Florida Avenue.  
Trying to use federal money to acquire the right-of-way would be a challenge.  As well, getting sidewalks 
under the railroad underpass would be a challenge. Council Member Wilder inquired if the requirements 
for a walking trail are the same as for sidewalks and if that may be a possibility.  Mr. Newland indicated the 
easement may still be a problem.  Mr. Hartgrove mentioned having the Leadership Team look into the 
possibilities. 
 
Mayor Foster noted an article featured in Lynchburg Living about the tiny house trend.  It features a couple 
in Lynchburg and issues they were having and not able to move in.  Mayor Foster questioned if this may be 
something the City looks at with zoning.  Mr. White stated that the building code has not caught up with 
the latest craze of tiny homes.  The building code is set by the state.  There are also water and sewer issues 
and are trying to work through this and look at alternatives. Mayor Foster expressed the City may have to 
think about this for the future and may have to have ordinances in place to address.  Council Member 
Perrow questioned if tiny houses were like the “mother-in-law” structures.  Mr. White indicated the 
difference with this is tiny houses are free standing on their own lot with removable wheels and can get 
through zoning issues by removing the wheels.  But when made a permanent structure on a permanent 
foundation, the building codes sets in.  The other is a permanent structure on a lot with a home.  
 
Council Member Perrow received a call from a citizen on Irvington Springs where the shoulder of the road 
is sloughing off.  The owner wants the City to fix it and will give an easement to the City to do the work.  
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Ms. Hart noted they took a look at it and are getting prices. 
 
Council Member Perrow expressed he received a call from a citizen concerned about the J.Crew store and 
if there is anything we can do about the store leaving.  This is Lynchburg’s only destination shopping store.  
Ms. Svrcek indicated her understanding was this was a corporate decision.  This has been a huge decision 
to move retail to internet. This is not to have impact on the distribution center.  She is not sure what the 
plans are for the store front.  Council Member Perrow inquired if Marjette Upshur, Director of Economic 
Development, can reach out to J. Crew, which Ms. Svrcek indicated she will talk to Ms. Upshur about this.  
Conversation was held among PDC about figuring out plans on loss of revenue if internet shopping is the 
wave of the future.  Council Member Perrow suggested putting our heads together with other cities as 
Roanoke, Staunton, Harrisonburg and Lexington on this. 
 
Ms. Svrcek introduced John Hughes IV as the new Assistant City Manager who joined the City Manager’s 
office on December 28, 2016 from the Department of Social Services.   

 

 

 
Next meeting:   Tuesday, February 14, 2017 


