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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 

8:00 a.m. 
 

Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Council Member Sterling Wilder 
 

Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Charles Hartgrove, Gaynelle Hart, Kent White, Lee Newland, Marjette 
Upshur, Jeff Bandy and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    Bill Berkley, Berkley-Howell &Associates; Tim Wright, Contract purchaser 

 
 Member Perrow noted that contract awards have been quiet. Mr. Newland stated that some awards are 
in the pipeline and Safe Routes to School will be on the next PDC agenda.   
   

Update on Priority Projects: 
 

Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list:  
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- Construction underway; working on the waterlines. 
--Wards Ferry Road Improvements @ Heritage- Construction underway; working on the waterlines. 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- Construction progressing; several months behind schedule; in to October to 
finish. 
--College Lake Dam- Reviewing options and are getting back on track.     
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Reviewing scope for NEPA document; ready to sign soon. 
--Main Street Bridge- Design Underway-Design on schedule for September advertisement. 
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction Underway –Construction progressing; bridge deck 
being prepared. 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- Design on schedule for November advertisement. 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape-Construction progressing- on schedule for 
September completion.  In the 800 block, a sewer line was cracked and collapsing.  There will be a 
fourteen foot dig to repair before the repaving is done.  
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Closing Out; Reviewing plans for next segment; Now called 2A and 2B.  
The new section is 2A according to VDOT. 
--Community Market Parking Deck- Construction winding down.  Hope to be done in mid-August. 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Construction winding down awaiting asphalt. There is base 
asphalt and awaiting the final. 
 
Council Member Wilder inquired about the purpose of the Atlanta Avenue round about.  Mr. Newland 
notes the purpose of this was to keep traffic flowing and safer. Ms. Frischeisen noted the round-about 
was recommended as part of the study from 2016. 
 
Council Member Perrow explained that he received a comment regarding the Downtown project and that 
management with the City is not aware of the ins and outs of the project.  There was the thought of a gap 
in communication. There are lessons for coordination, traffic control and sequencing.   
 
Council Member Perrow noted a bird bath (area where the water doesn’t drain from the sidewalk) at the 
Holiday Inn closest to 7th Street.   
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General Business: 

1. Vacate a portion of Old Forest Road— Tacoma, Inc. is petitioning to vacate a portion of Old Forest 
Road right-of-way, adjacent to the property at 1000 Dandridge Drive.  The total area of the proposed 
vacation is approximately eight hundredths (0.08) of an acre and contains a portion of driveway and 
lawn.  The right-of-way vacation would not impact vehicle or pedestrian access along Old Forest Road.  

 
 
Ms. Frischeisen summarized that this petition is .08 of an acre of the right-of-way at the corner of Old 
Forest Road and Dandridge Drive, across from the Bojangles.  There was no notification required and the 
fiscal impact is between $19,000- $30,400.  The City Assessor felt it more appropriate to provide a range 
of the assessed value. 
 
Mr. Berkley feels this is a straight forward request.  The City created the new right-of-way when they 
made improvements to Old Forest Road.  This will allow Taco Bell to move the building forward about 
twenty (20) feet and keep the residential buffer.   
 
Council Member Perrow had a question regarding the rezoning.  The staff is recommending to move the 
right-of-way forward even if the zoning doesn’t move forward.  Staff confirmed.   
 
Mr. Wright, owner, explained he is trying to be a good neighbor and he can still build if the zoning 
change is not passed. 
 
Council Member Perrow stated he is inclined to recommend to Council to vacate the area.  If the zoning 
is passed, then will recommend to vacate.  If the zoning change is not passed, then the right-of-way 
vacation may be tabled.   
 
PDC recommended to vacate the right- of-way vacation regardless of whether the zoning passes or not. 
 
Council Member Perrow did inquire of Mr. Wright as to how many jobs would be created. Mr. Wright 
indicated he was not sure of the exact number of jobs, but that over a million dollars would be added to 
the City’s revenue.   
 
 

2. Agreement for Bridge over 460 at Liberty University— Staff has been working with VDOT and LU on an 
agreement that outlines the ownership, maintenance and inspection of a new bridge over 460 near the 
City/Campbell County line.  The Letter of Understanding stipulates that LU constructed the bridge in the 
City, VDOT owns the bridge, and VDOT will perform all maintenance and inspections of the bridge except 
for the items such as the brick façade, shared used path, security and lighting systems for which LU is 
responsible for the cost of the inspections and maintenance.    
 
Mr. Newland explained that Liberty University (LU) has decided to construct a bridge, which was displayed 
on the screen for PDC to view.  This bridge has been in the works for some time and does not have an 
interchange.  VDOT wants the City to enter in to a three-party agreement.  The bridge is within the City 
limits.  The City has the right to close the bridge.  The Letter of Understanding (LOU) goes through the 
responsibilities of each party.  This item will go before Council on September 12th.  LU has already paid for 
the bridge and will be doing construction with VDOT oversight.   
 
Council Member Perrow inquired if we had similar LOUs.  Mr. Newland explained there is not standard 
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agreement.  Mr. Newland explained there is an agreement because of a private party.  LU will be 
responsible for a portion of the maintenance.   
 
PDC recommended moving to full Council for approval on September 12th.   
 
 

Roll Call: 
 
Council Member Wilder expressed the meeting about the Fifth Street Corridor was great.  He believes the 
biggest concern expressed was from Kerr Tire, possibly having to close and use their Forest site. 
 
 
 
Next meeting:   Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
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