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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, August 9, 2016 

8:00 a.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Mayor Joan Foster, ex-officio, Council Member 

Treney Tweedy, Council Member Sterling Wilder 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Margaret Schmitt, Maggie Cossman, Gaynelle Hart, Marjette Upshur,  

Jim Talian, Kent White, Tom Martin, Rachel Frischeisen and Angie Shepard 

 
Others Present:    Ty Mosby, P.E. with Berkley-Howell and Associates with owners of Jet Holdings LLC:  
 Erich LeBeau and Ralph Beck 

 

 
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Ms. Cossman gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list: 

 
--Kemper Street Bridge/Interchange- city project- seeding and railing work; was stalled some from 
weather but in the home stretch; will open September. 
--Juvenile Services Group Home- wrapping up and finishing. 
--Downtown Utilities and Streetscapes- construction underway; will provide a separate update in the 
meeting and Mr. Talian with Water Resources is in attendance at the meeting to answer questions. 
--City Stadium Renovations- Football/Soccer- construction underway- 6 to 8 weeks behind due to wet 
weather. 
--City Stadium Field & Parking Improvements- Baseball- Design underway- Construction to be complete by 
baseball season. 
--Community Market Parking Deck- replacement of elevated surface with fill- construction beginning 
January 2017 and ending May 2017. 
--Heritage High School- Certificate of Occupancy issued; teachers are in the building and ribbon cutting 
will be this week. 
 
Council Member Tweedy inquired about the Community Market Parking Deck project.  Ms. Cossman 
specified a design meeting was held last Monday.  The project will start in January and finish in the spring 
to fill in under the deck and to cap it off. 
 
Council Member Wilder expressed interest in what work was being done at the stadium.  Ms. Cossman 
noted that renovations to the field were being done and would be complete by October.  Ms. Hart added 
this was a Parks and Recreation project to update the field and concessions with improvements to the 
restrooms and ticket booth. Council Member Perrow stated this was the first time the stadium project 
was listed on the priority project list and inquired if anyone knew why the project had slowed.  Ms. Hart 
expressed her understanding was the weather has caused delays.  This is two separate projects at the 
stadium.  One is the football field and stadium renovations  which is a Parks and Recreation project, and 
the other  is the HillCats, with the stadium parking lot and baseball field renovations.    
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General Business: 
1. Vacate a portion of 5th Street— Jet Holdings LLC, the owner of 801 5th Street, is petitioning to vacate 

a small portion of right-of-way located along the frontage of the property at 801 5th Street.  The 
petitioner is requesting the right-of-way vacation to increase the outdoor seating capacity of the 
restaurant and to build a perimeter fence.  The total area of the proposed vacation is six 
thousandths (0.006) of an acre and includes a portion of lawn located adjacent to the curb, behind 
the sidewalk.  The right-of-way vacation would not impact vehicle or pedestrian access along 5th 
Street.  
 

 
Ms. Frischeisen, Planner, introduced the representatives for Jet Holdings LLC, Erich LeBeau and Ralph 
Beck.  Mr. Frischeisen explained that Jet Holdings would like to vacate a small portion of the right-of-way 
along the front of their property at 801 5th Street. Ms. Frischeisen demonstrated on the screen the 
section being requested to vacate.  There is currently no sidewalk and no street in the area proposed for 
vacation.  From the July Council meeting the City Attorney was directed to draft changes for notifying the 
public of vacations for right-of-ways that are used as a public street or alley.  This right-of-way is not a 
public street and should not have any impact.  Ms. Frischeisen demonstrated the area on the screen.  
The RPZ is typically private, but is currently in the right-of-way right now.  If granted, it would be put in to 
private ownership and bring the property line to the back of the curb.  As a part of disclosure, Ms. 
Frischeisen noted that construction has begun on the fence yesterday.   
 
Mr. LeBeau and Mr. Beck, Jet Holdings LLC, spoke to PDC members.  Mr. Beck expressed there are four 
owners in this projects.  They are opening a Southern BBQ restaurant with spirits and craft beers.  They 
will keep the contour of the sidewalk and outdoor seating.  Council Member Wilder expressed interest in 
the seating capacity of the building inside.  Mr. LeBeau indicated seating is for 99 people.  The side of the 
building has already been added on to. Mr. Mosby showed the site plan to Council Member Wilder and 
Council Member Perrow.  Mr. Beck stated the restaurant style would include inside and outside 
fireplaces, columns, and use of brick in the sidewalk. Council Member Wilder questioned about parking 
for customers.  Mr. LeBeau indicated on the screen the parking capacity on the right side of the building 
and street parking.  Discussion was had about possible hours of the restaurant, the number of jobs it 
may potentially create, and the restaurant is to be called Fifth & Federal.   
 
The consensus of PDC is to move this item to full council with PDC’s recommendation to approve. 

 
 

 
2. Downtown Waterline Replacement and Streetscape-Update —The Downtown Waterline Project is 

underway and staff wanted to give an update on the progress and answer any questions. 
 
  
  Construction Milestones - Projected 
 
 Utility Work starts Church and 7th - Closing Intersection   August 10, 2016 
 Hardscape Work starts 8th Street     August 22, 2016 
 Utility Work Complete on Church     December 23, 2016 
 Utility Work starts Main and 8th     December 27, 2016 
 Virginian Opening       May 1, 2017 
 Utility Work Complete       July 3, 2017 
 Final Completion       September 1, 2017 
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Continue working with AEP, Columbia Gas, Comcast, and Verizon as project proceeds. 
Project is discovering underground rooms within the City’s right of way.  This is causing delays as each one 
has to be assessed individually. Rooms were most likely used as coal delivery and storage. 
Reviewing design plans for conversion to two-way traffic. 
TIGER grant application was unsuccessful.   
 
 
Ms. Cossman noted the project has moved along well until the last couple of weeks.  They have run in to a 
number of basements, which has created a delay and they are looking at a way to fill them in. The end 
dates for completing Church Street are still the end of the year.  A second utility crew will be put out to 
help achieve this goal.  Mr. Talian explained that more crews would be put in place to keep on track, but 
that would also means the crews are taking up more space and will be impacting more of the city at any 
one time than originally planned.  They are trying to balance it.  Mayor Foster inquired as to if this may 
affect the Christmas Parade and if anyone has thought of this.  Mr. Talian indicated the parade may need 
to be moved to another spot.  Council Member Perrow inquired if the project was going according to plan 
and who owned the coal storage boxes.  Ms. Cossman responded that in some ways it is, but are having to 
adjust as needed when they have to.  She explained that the coal storage boxes are in the right-of-way, 
and belong to the city, but they are attached to buildings and go in to buildings. 
 
Council Member Tweedy inquired about the cost of discovering these delays, and Ms. Cossman noted 
there is a contingency budget.  Ms. Cossman stated that the streets will be set up for both one-way and 
two-way traffic.  She noted that Church will be done first and they are still working on the implementation 
plan.  Ms. Svrcek indicated staff is moving forward as if proceeding with two-way traffic. 
 
 
 

Roll Call: 

 
Council Member Tweedy expressed she had received questions about the signage at Community Market 
for paid parking.  A citizen indicated they felt the signs need to be more visible to indicate this is a paid 
parking area. Discussion was held among members about parking, the visibility of the kiosk, parking is free 
for one hour and how to register your car.  Council Member Wilder was interested in knowing if any of the 
residents at the Community Market had expressed any concern with the paid parking.  Discussion was held 
that some residents have not expressed any change in business but others have noticed a decrease in 
business since the paid parking began.  Council Member Perrow noted it may be a good idea at a future 
work session for council to talk about parking and any issues.  Discussions are being held with Parking 
Management and Parks and Recreation. 
 
Council Member Perrow received a letter from a reporter at WSET about a concern of the addition of dog 
bags at  Riverside Park, being this is the only park that does not offer this. This information will be passed 
along to Jenny Jones. 
 
 

Next meeting:   Tentatively set for September 13, 2016 at 8:00 a.m.  Council Member Perrow will be in 
Norfolk on September 13th and would like to not have the PDC meeting that day if possible. 


