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LYNCHBURG CITY COUNCIL 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Tuesday, December 13, 2016 

8:00 a.m. 

 
Members: Council Member Turner Perrow, Chair, Mayor Joan Foster, ex-officio, Council Member 

Treney Tweedy, Council Member Sterling Wilder 

 
Staff Present: Bonnie Svrcek, Charles Hartgrove, Gaynelle Hart,  Kent White, Lee Newland, Maggie 

Cossman, Rachel Frischeisen, and Angie Shepard    

 
Others Present:    Steve Lemon of Martin, Hopkins & Lemon representing Berglund Automotive (Farrell 
Lynchburg  Properties, LLC) 

 
  Contracts: The McConnville Road Culvert project is being awarded to Counts and Dobyns. The          
 budget was $1,200,000.  The contract amount is $871,463.  The total with Construction 
 Engineering, Inspection and Contingency is $1,132,900.  This is still under budget.   
 
Council Member Perrow asked what the estimated construction cost was.  Mr. Newland replied it was 
about one million.   

 
Update on Priority Projects: 

 
Mr. Newland gave an update on highlighted projects from the priority list: 
 
--Timberlake Road/Logan’s Lane Intersection- Proceeding with design; no real change.  
--Midtown Connector- some paving on Monday and wrapping up 
--Greenview Drive Phase 2- construction underway; Scheduled for July 2017 completion; VDOT continues 
their work at the intersection of Greensview and Leesville 
--College Lake Dam- getting proposals from Engineer 
--One Way Pairs @ 501/221- Smart Scale Application submitted; waiting on scoring with VDOT 
--Main Street Bridge- design is underway and design should be completed August of next year  
--Memorial Park-Lakeside Intersection- Construction Completed 12/1; there is one item to do-  street 
signs that have to go up on the signal poles 
--Odd Fellows Road-Phase A and B1- Construction is underway 
--Odd Fellows Road- Section B2- design is underway 
--Downtown Watermain Replacement & Streetscape- construction is underway and moving along; some 
weather concerns but still moving along 
--Liberty Mountain Drive-Phase 1- Complete 
--Liberty Mountain Drive- Phase 2- Construction underway/base pavement down 
--City Stadium Renovations- Football/Soccer- Complete 
--City Stadium Field & Parking Improvements- Design underway- Construction to be complete by Baseball 
Season 
 --Community Market Parking Deck- Replacement of Elevated Surface with Fill- Construction Beginning 
January 2017 and Ending May 2017 
--McConnville Road Culvert Replacement- Hope to get the Notice to Proceed out in February 
--Wards Ferry Improvements at Heritage- still trying to get the Right of Way; will talk about this today in 
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PDC 
 
Council Member Perrow inquired as to what Phase the Main Street Bridge project is in.  Mr. Newland 
explained it is in full design phase.  Council Member Perrow would like to see a concept and narrative on 
how it will look.  There is a meeting coming up and Mr. Newland will have more information then to 
share.  The same person who did the downtown Bluffwalk is a part of the team for this.  Council Member 
Tweedy questioned about how traffic flow came out with this design. Mr. Newland answered her and 
indicated they met with Ms. Keeling, an adjacent property owner on traffic flow to and away from the 
business.  A ramp will still be open on that side of the bridge.  Council Member Wilder inquired as to how 
long the project will take. Mr. Newland explained it will be a twelve month project that will start 
October/November next year.  This is the difference between a one stage versus two stage project.  It will 
be closed off for pedestrians.  Doing the project in one stage knocks about eight months off the time 
duration and is $1.2 million less.  Ms. Svrcek suggested bringing a concept and narrative of the project to 
council at a work session for information purposes.  Mr. Newland indicated that conversations are being 
had about what to do for pedestrians, communicating with GLTC and are looking in to this.  Mayor Foster 
noted this is a concern.   
 
 
General Business: 
1. Private streets renaming:  Liberty University— Liberty University has applied to rename seven (7) 

private streets: Champion Circle, Demoss Drive, Evan Boulevard, Hershey-Esbenshade Drive, 
Mountain View Road, Regents Parkways, and Williams Stadium Drive.  The purpose of the renaming 
requests is to reflect current usage on the campus. 

  
  Champion Circle would be partially renamed to Regents Parkway (between Regents Parkway and 
  University Boulevard) and partially renamed to University Boulevard (between the two existing 
   segments of University Boulevard). 
  
  Demoss Drive (between Williams Stadium Road and Regents Parkway) would be renamed to  
  Regents Parkway. 
 
  Evans Boulevard (between University Boulevard and Mountain View Road) would be renamed to  
  Regents Parkway. 
  
  Hershey-Esbenshade Drive (between Mountain View Road and Regents Parkway) would be  
  renamed to Regents Parkway. 
 
  Mountain View Road would be partially renamed to Regents Parkway (between Hershey- 
  Esbenshade Drive and Evans Boulevard). 
  
  Regents Parkway would be partially renamed to Hershey-Esbenshade Drive (between Regents  
  Parkway and Candlers Mountain Road). 
 
  Williams Stadium Road (between Wards Road and University Boulevard) would be renamed to  
  Liberty University Drive. 
  
 
LUPD’s representative was not present for the meeting, but Ms. Frischeisen explained the process to 
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PDC.  Ms. Frischeisen indicated that the authority to rename the streets lies with City Council.  It does 
not have to come to PDC, but thought it may be valuable to come before PDC.  PDC would make the 
recommendation and then it goes before full council.  The City Assessor and Zoning Administrator were 
working with LUPD to reconcile addresses with what is on the ground in the 911 system is how this 
began.  The Street names are already in use by Liberty.   
 
Council Member Perrow recommended moving this forward to full council.  Council Member Wilder 
noted he felt this made sense because it is Liberty’s property.  PDC recommended moving this forward to 
full council.  Ms.  Frischeisen indicated this would go before full Council on January 10, 2017.   
 
 

2. Vacate a portion of an unnamed alley- Oakley Avenue—Farrell Lynchburg Properties, LLC (owner of 
 301 Oakley Avenue and 100 Hood Street) is petitioning to vacate a portion of an unnamed alley, 
 located between Richmond Street and Baltimore Street, running parallel between Oakley Avenue and 
 Hood Street. The alley is approximately fifteen (15) feet wide and extends approximately three 
 hundred and five (305) feet. The area proposed for vacation includes approximately one hundred 
 three thousandths (.103) acres and contains a privately owned building and parking lot. Since the 
 alley is currently not traversable due to the existing building, this alley vacation would have no 
 impact on traffic or pedestrian access in the area.   
 
 
Ms. Frischeisen summarized this is a narrow unnamed alley located between Oakley Avenue and Hood 
Street, containing .103 of an acre.  It contains a privately owned building and will not affect pedestrians 
or traffic. There are no utilities here and she suggests striking some of the language of the ordinance 
since a building already exists.  Mr. Frischeisen has spoken with the City Attorney about it.  Steve Lemon 
representing Martin, Hopkins & Lemon on behalf of Berglund Automotive (Farrell Lynchburg Properties, 
LLC) introduced himself.  This property is being marketed.  Mr. Lemon explained this plat goes back a 
ways (1890) and there is question as to whether the alley was ever publicly dedicated.  It is a paper 
street.  He feels it is best to vacate the alley to eliminate any questions.  The property is being offered for 
resale.  The property will not be a Berglund or Farrell use.  
 
Council Member Perrow questioned about the radius and arrangements of the plats.  Some discussion 
was held among PDC and staff about possible reasons for this arrangement.  Council Member Perrow 
inquired if the client would be willing to acquire the Right-Of-Way and the City vacate.  Mr. Lemon 
indicated he does believe his client would be interested.  Council Member Perrow encouraged Mr. Lemon 
to talk with Mr. Newland about this and he believes the city would be open to a reconfiguration. 
 
PDC recommended moving forward to full council with a recommendation that the alley be vacated with 
stricken language about the easement as presented by staff.   
 
 

 
3.  Wards Ferry Road Improvement Project- Property Condemnation- As part of the Wards Ferry 

Road improvement project it is necessary for the City to acquire additional right of way and 
temporary slope and construction easements to widen Wards Ferry Road from Timberlake Road to 
Water Gate Drive.  The proposed project includes adding turn lanes for traffic turning onto 
Timberlake and traffic accessing the newly renovated Heritage High School.  The project will 
improve safety in the corridor and help to ease congestion in the area. The City has come to an 
agreement with all but one of the 6 properties along the 0.3 mile project corridor. The City has not 
been able to purchase the right-of-way and temporary slope and construction easement located at 
3150 Wards Ferry Road, Lynchburg City Tax Map No. 2470240. The right-of-way and temporary 
easement in question was appraised by KDR Real Estate Services, in August of 2016, having a value 
of $24,257.00.  KDR has made multiple attempts to come to a resolution on the sale with the 
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owners; however, an agreement has not been reached.  The City Attorney and Director of Public 
Works have also contacted the owners to come to a resolution, and have been unsuccessful.  In 
order to construct the Wards Ferry Road widening project starting in Spring of 2017, the City needs 
to proceed with condemnation to acquire the remaining right of way and easement at 3150 Wards 
Ferry Road. 
 
 
Ms. Cossman summarized they are working on the property acquisition for the widening of Wards 
Ferry Road from Timberlake to Water Gate in order to add extra turn lanes.  There are six 
properties that needed to be obtained.  Five already have an agreement with the property owner. 
AECOM is the Engineer and KDR the Real Estate agent.  KDR has tried to work with Mr. Early and 
Ms. Cecil.  Ms. Hart has made efforts to work with them.  Mr. Erwin, City Attorney, sent a letter, 
but no response.  The City has been unsuccessful in coming to an agreement with the property 
owners.  Ms. Cossman explained she is before PDC to ask for approval to acquire the property.   
 
Council Member Wilder questioned as to what the concerns are with the property owner. The 
property owner did not want to talk at first, but then wanted the City to purchase the entire 
property when they only need .16 of an acre out of the .5 acre.    Ms. Cossman displayed an 
overlay with the parcel on the screen for PDC. Council Member Tweedy asked if the home was on 
the market. Ms. Cossman indicated it is in a state of disrepair and Ms. Hart noted that Mr. Early 
stated he wants to sell and he wants $50,000 for this small portion.  Ms. Hart offered $35,000.  
They are on hold right now. Ms. Cossman noted the assessed value for the entire property is 
$120,000 (the small sliver of property to be acquired for the right-of-way is appraised at $24,000). 
 
Council Member Perrow noted that the property owners have not budged, and the City plans to 
condemn for a cost of $24,000. Ms. Cossman explained that appraisals have been done on the 
entire property.  Mayor Foster indicated she believes it best to proceed. 
 
Council Member Tweedy motioned to recommend the ordinance to City Council with PDC’s 
recommendation to condemn the property.  Council Member Wilder made a second to the 
motion.  All PDC members voted in favor to carry forward to council.   
 
 
 

Roll Call: 

 
Council Member Wilder indicated that he was glad there was a forum as last night’s Downtown Projects 
Update meeting for citizens to voice concerns.  He is thankful to staff for coming out and informing the 
public. 
 
Mayor Foster shared that the light display at Riverside Park was a great beginning.  Mr. Hartgrove 
informed the group that this was primarily the efforts of Parks and Recreation, but some businesses 
participated.  Mayor Foster expressed that it would be great to also open up this opportunity to families 
that may want to help put on a light display at Riverside.  Ms. Svrcek indicated this display will continue to 
grow, with the possibility of working with other clubs and groups, and that there will also be lights on Bluff 
Walk in January. 
 
Council Member Wilder shared there were a few concerns from the Daniels Hill neighborhood that he 
passed on to the City Manager and Mayor.  Council Member Perrow expressed the Community Code 
Compliance Team (CCCT) may be a good team to help with these concerns. 
 
Council Member Tweedy inquired about a schedule for the leaf trucks.  Ms. Hart responded that they have 
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twenty leaf trucks.  They concentrate the trucks by ward for the four weeks in December.  Council Member 
Tweedy also inquired about any codes to clean the leaves on vacant properties.  There is nothing in the 
code to require leaf removal on vacant properties. 
 
 
 

Next meeting:   Tuesday, January 10, 2017 


